CROATIAN HELSINKI COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
DEPARTMENT FOR SEVERE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

April 15, 1998

INFORMATION ON FIRESIN RESIDENTIAL AND AGRICULTURAL FACILITIES
(village graveyards and other) recor ded between January 1 until April 15, 1988

|. Incidents:

The Croatian Helsinki Committee for Human Rights (CHC) recorded 108 cases of arson -
in the territories reclaimed during the military operation "Storm" (former UN sectors: North and
South) - during its active monitoring mission in the period since January 1 until April 15, 1988. 103
of these cases were related to the agricultural facilities and 3 to graveyards (Radonja-V ojnigeJoSani-
Udbina and Vrebagki Pavliovac - Gospige Numerous cases of arson were recorded in the fields and
areas with the low shrubbery which were probably caused intentionally and led to destruction of
agricultural facilities. However these cases have not been processed separately.

Most of these fires were recorded in the region of Gvozd municipaity (former Vrginmost) -
47, than in the region of the Vojnieemunicipality 21, Krnjak 14, Karlovac 10, Knin and
Petrinja 4 each, Slunj and Titova Korenica 3 each, and Gospieeand Udbina 1 each. These
figures are not final, since the CHC office still receives information regarding a series of other firesin
the region of Banijaand Lika, however the CHC has not been able to verify thisinformation.

Lot of material goods were destroyed in these fires. At least 28 family houses, 2 weekend
houses, 152 different agricultural facilities, 9 hay-stacks, 1 orchard. Various houses appliances, and
agricultural instruments were destroyed in these fires. 70 hay-barns, 37 stables, 42 agricultura
premises, 9 piggties, 3 garages and 1 water-well. ..The field teams recorded only two or three cases of
accidental fires.

In 93 cases over the total of 108 cases mentioned above the CHC field activists visited the
scene of the arson, where they took pictures of al burnt houses and premises and thoroughly
investigated the incidents. Rest of these cases were reported and investigated by other non-
governmental organizations. All these cases, gpart from being photographed, have been recorded in
special reports.

I1. Observations

1 All these fires happened in a short period (between February 7 and April 9, 1998) in the
Serb villages completely uninhabited or sparsely inhabited by just afew people - newcomers of Croat
ethnicity who are againgt the return of their neighbors - Serbs. Mogt of these fires occurred in the
municipdities of Gvozd and Vojniae The CHC has recorded a fierce opposition to the return of the
Serb refugees in these municipalities since the military operation Storm.*

2. These fire-stricken areas are unattractive for settling, the farms are poor, the land is
of the very poor qudlity, in traffic isolation, with communal issues unresolved ...

3. The return of a larger number of Serb refugees (who are in possession of vdid
Croatian permissions and documents) to these villages has been announced. In certain cases the whole
farms were burnt to the ground only afew days before the return of their owners. **

4. The police patrols were summoned to the scenes of the incidents. They registered
the events in a routine way, and mentioned various causes for these incidents: "uncontrolled burning
of weeds', although there was no one to burn it, bad eectricity installations although these villages
haven't had dectricity since the military operation Storm, explosions of gas tanks.***In many of these
cases the firemen came to the scenes of the arson. In some cases they managed to put out the fire and
prevent further damage. However, in some cases firemen came to the scene of the arson without any
water in their water-tanks, or with the broken water atomizers.
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5. These fires, in spite of the fact that they were numerous and caused serious material
damage, were hardly reported by the Croatian media. Only after the CHC put a certain amount of
pressure on the media, were these incidents written about. The state-controlled media, especialy
Vjesnik, downplayed the importance of these incidents, stating that these fires were set by the Serbs
themsdves. They did not express any concern regarding the fact that the whole villages went up in
flames. Great damage was done to the property and materid goods, regardiess of the fact to whom
this property belonged.

* The HDZ protested againgt the return of the Serb in the municipality of Gvozd by hanging the posters on the walls.
The former commissioner of the Government of the Republic of Croatia and today head of the Gvozd municipality
Mirko Putrisgpersonally forbade the Serb owners to return and to cultivate their land. A group of refugees from Banja
Luka was not alowed by the police to visit their farms, athough the visit was organized by the Office of the High
Commissioner for B-H; C. Westedrorp and UNHCR. with a permission of the Office for Refugees and Displaced
Persons of the Government of the Republic of Croatia.

** The serious case of Miodrag MRAOV IS family, from Gornja Tratenica (classified under the number. 35). He
returned from the Croatian Danube region together with his mother, wife and 4 children on February 25, 1998. He | eft
the occupied Croatian house. A few days before his return the whole farm burnt down. In was stated in his permission
of return that his farm and his house are undamaged and inhabitable. The local authorities refuse to help this family.

*** The CHC has the testimony of a highly educated witness who was present when the fire was intentionaly lit, by
the burning of inflammable matter.

I11. Survey of the (incidents) fires:

Ordi | Place and date of | Owner - content Comment
nal.n | incidents
0.
1 Vojnize Vgjisnica, | Milan  VUJIA returnee:  orchard | (SPF. Voinia
February 7th burned - 10 fruit trees burned
2. Knin:  Orlize (Gojci), | Borka i Gojko MOMEILO, bound to | Firemen prevented
February 10th, about 17h | return: house burned further damage. Police
cam to be on the
perpetrator's trail. (sc
HHO, Knin) - photographed
3. Knin:  Orliee (Simiad, | Eedo URUKALO, in exile house | -" -
February 10th, about 17 h | burned
4 Vojnize Radonja, 11. | Graveyard burned (SDF, Vojnia
February 11th 1998, about
15h
5. Vojniee Vojisnica bb, | Zora MAZALICA, returnee: hay-loft | The prevoius day, when
February 11th-12th 1998 | burned imnspecting the burned
down house, she was
threatend by a newly
settled neighbour.  (sor,
Vojniig SC HHO, Karlovac) -
photographed
6. Karlovac: Prkos, February | Buro DOBRIA in exile: hay-loft | Witness  prof.  SL.
12th 1998 burned clams tha this and
some other fires were
caused by inflammable
chemicals (HHo, sc HHO,
Karlovac) - photographed
7. Karlovac: Prkos, February | Sveto DOBRIA works in Germany: | - * -
12th 1998 hay-loft and stable burned
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8. Karlovac: Prkos, February | DuSan BASTAJIA in exile hay-loft | - * -
12th 1998 burned
0. Karlovac: Prkos, February | MiloS BASTAJI A& in exile: stableand | - * -
12th 1998 hay-loft burned
10. Slunj: Toésk hose number | Desanka i Milan DUDUKOVIA | That day owners started
1. February 15th 1998, | returnees: house burned to tidy up the house to
around 22 h be lived in (sc HHo,
Karlovac) - photographed
11. Slunj:  Toéak  house | MiliaedDUDUK OV A returnee: hay-loft | (S¢HHO Karlovac) - photographed
number 27: February 15th | burned
1998
12. | Vojniee Krdtinja  mid- | NN: hay-loft burned (SC HHO, Karlovac)
February 1998
13. Vojniee Krstinja, mid- | NN: agricultural facility burned -4
February 1998
14. Vojniae Jurga, February | NN: hay-loft burned (SDF. Vojniz3
16th 1998
15. Vojniee GaaeSa Sdo, | Stevan MALOBABIA in exile: hay- ;ﬁi‘;apﬁ‘;d HHO,  Karlovac) -
house number cca 13, | loft burned
February 17th 1998
16. Vojniee GaaeSa Sdo, | MiloS STOJAKOVIA in exile hay- ;ﬁi‘;apﬁ‘;d HHO,  Karlovac) -
house number 28, | loft burned
February 17th 1998
17. | Vojniee Gase3a Sdo, | Danica GAAESA, returnee (lives with ‘rﬁ;rapf -, HHo. Karlovac) -
house number 26, | her daughter in another village): stable,
February 17th 1998 hay-loft, dry-kiln and well-head burned
18. Vojniee GaseSa Sdo, | Mileva JANJIA in exile (Kosovo): | Accidenta fire possible!
February 17th 1998 stable with store room burned ;ﬁi‘;apﬁ‘;d HHO, Karlovac) -
19. Vojnile Gasela Sdo, | Mirko GAAESA, died: hay-loft | Accidentd fire possible!
February 17th 1998 burned (OSCE, 5C HHO. ~Karlovac) -
photographed
20. Krnjak: Mlakovac, bb, | Nenad PODKRAJAC, livesin Rijeka: | Supposedly the fire was
February 17th 1998 weekend- house burned caused by newly settled
Sheperds (SC HHO, Karlovac)
- photographed
21. Krnjak: Mlakovac 25: | Milos ZIVKOVI/ bound to return: | -" -
February 17th 1998 stable and shed burned
22. Krnjak: Mlakovac 26: | Svetozar GRIJAKOVIA bound to | -" -
February 17th 1998 return:  hay-loft and  additional
agricultural facility burned
23. Krnjak: Mlakovac 27: | Mirko BUNEIA& in exile hay-loft | - " -
February 17th 1998 burned
24. Krnjak: Mlakovac, house | MiloS SIMIA in exile: two hay.lofts | - " -
number 28: February 17th | burned
1998
25. Krnjak: Mlakovac bb: | Vlado PAGAE, works in Austria: hay- | - " -
February 17th 1998 loft burned
26. | Krnjak: Mlakovac, house | Stanko KNEZEVI/E in exile: stable | - " -
number 29: February 17th | and hay-loft burned
1998
27. | Krnjak: Mlakovac, house | Milica KNEZEVIZ wooden house | - " -
number 29: February 17th | and additional agricultural facility
1998 burned
28. | Krnjak: Mlakovac, house | Duan KNEZEV| A :house burned -

number 29: February 17th
1998
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29.

Krnjak: Mlakovac house
number 30: February 17th
1998

Milorad SIM I A: hay-loft burned

30.

Krnjak: Mlakovac, house
number 31: February 17th
1998

Desanka i Mihajlo MAAESI /E stable
and hay-loft burned

31

Krnjak: Mlakovac,
number house 35:
February 17th 1998

Petar KARAMARKOVIA in exile: 2
hay-lofts,  dable, 2 additiona
agricultural facilities burned

32.

Krnjak: Mlakovac, house
number 35, February 17th
1998

MiloS KARAMARKOVIZA hay-loft
and additional facility burned

33.

Krnjak: Makovac 2
February 17th 1998

Desa KNEZEVI & stable and hay-loft
burned

Karlovac: Lasinjski
Sieniésk, about February
20th 1998

Base (?) ROKNIA - "Little flower",
bound to return: stable, hay-loft, shed
burned

35.

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 151 A:
about February 20th 1998

Miodrag MRAOVIA born 1964,
returnee. whole estate burned: house,
hay-loft, stable, garage, dry-kiln and
other..

Returned from Vukovar
on February 25th 1998
with 4 children.
Several days prior to
that, the whole estate

burned down (sc HHo,
Karlovac) - photographed

36.

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number cca 89:
about February 20th
1998

Milan BRUIA in exile: stable and
hay-stack burned

(SC HHO, Karlovac) - photographed

37.

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 91: cca
February 20th 1998

Milka BOROTA, bound to return:
stable and hay-loft burned

38.

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 92; about
February 20th 1998

Milka ARLOV, bound to return:

wooden house and stable burned

39.

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 103: about
February 20th 1998

Stanko SIM | £ stable burned

40.

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 105, about
February 20th 1998

Rade ZIMONJA, bound to return:
Sable, hay-loft, pig-sty and dry-kiln
burned

41.

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 106: about
February 20th 1998

Ljuban SIMIA bound to return: pig-
sty burned

42.

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 114: about
February 20th 1998

Stojan SIM1 A:2 hay-stacks burned

43.

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 115: about
February 20th 1998

Mirko PAVLOVI/AE Sable, pig-sty,
granary and 2 hay-stacks burned

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 117: about
February 20th 1998

Gojko SIMIAE hay-loft and sable
burned

45,

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 121: about
February 20th 1998

Milan SIMIZA
garage burned

Hay-loft, granary,
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46.

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 125: about
February 20th 1998

Pero MRAOVIA bound to return: 2
hay-lofts, 2 stables, pig-sty burned

47.

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 148: about
February 20th 1998

IlijaMRAQVI/E Hay-loft, stable, pig-
sty burned

48.

Gvozd: Gornja Trdtenica,
house number 151: about
February 20th 1998

Dusan MRAOVI/AE Sable, hay.loft,
dry-kiln burned

49,

Gvozd: Donja Eemernica,
house number 40:
February 23rd 1998

Petar KAJGANIA returnee:  Whole
estate burned: house, granary, hay-
loft, stable, dry-kiln

Estate burned during
brief absence of owner

away on business. (sc
HHO, Karlovac) - photographed

50.

Gvozd: Donja Eemernica,
house number 43
February 23rd 1998

Zivko KAJGANIZ, in exile: Hay-loft,
stable, hay-stack burned

(SC HHO, Karlovac) - photographed

51.

Gvozd: Donja Eemernica,
house number 45,
February 23rd 1998

Pavao DROBNJAK: House burned

52.

Gvozd: Donja Eemernica,
house number 46:
February 23rd 1998

Marija DROBNJAK, in exile: 2 hay-
lofts burned

53.

Gvozd: Gornja
Eemernica, house number
49: February 23rd 1998

Nikola KAJGANI/AE hay-loft and 3
other agricultural facilities burned

Vojniee Kokirevo 30,
about February 23rd 1998

Milo§ EAVIA born 1938, returnee 2
hay-lofts burned

Fire (supposedly)
caused by settlers from

BIH (SDF, SC HHO Karlovac) -
photographed

55.

Vojniee Kokirevo 33,
about February 23rd
1998

Branko EAVI/E in exile Hay-loft,
shed and hay-stck burned

56.

Gvozd: Gornja
Eemrernica, house number
7: February 24th 1998

MiloS BEKIZ born 1928: returnee:
Hay-loft burned

Returned on March 1st
1998. Two days after
physicaly assailed by
neighbour settler from

BIH (SC HHO, Karlovac) -
snimljeno

57.

Gvozd: Gornja Eemernica,
house number 46, about
February 24th 1998

Petar RATKOVIA Hay-loft and
stable burned

(SC HHO, Karlovac) - photographed

58.

Gvozd: Gornja Eemernica
next to house number 54:
about February 24th
1998

NN: Whole estate burned: house and 2
facilities

59.

Gvozd: Gornja Eemernica,
house number 54: about
February 24th 1998

Mile KRAGULJAC: Part of hay-loft
burned

60.

Gvozd: Gornja Eemernica,
house no. 55: around
Feburary 24th, 1998

Danica KRAGULJAVC:
burnt

Hay-loft

61.

Gvozd: Gornja Eemernica,
house number 60; about
February 24th 1998

MiloS ZIMONJA: Whole estate
burned: house and 2 facilities

62.

Gvozd: Gornja Eemernica,
house number 60A: about

Milorad ZIMONJA: House, 2
agricultural facilities and hay-stack
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February 24th 1998

burned

63. | Gvozd: GornjaEemernica, | NN: Stable burnt -4 -
house no. 64:. around
February 24, 1998
64. Gvozd: GornjaEemernica, | Milka RAJAK: Hay-loft and hay- | - “ -
h.no. 66: Feburary | stack burnt
24th,1998.
65. Gvozd: GornjaEemernica, | Milan ZIMONJA: Hay-loft burnt -
house number 67: around
February 24, 1998
66. | Gvozd: Gornja Eemernica, | AdamOBRADOVIZA  agricultural | - “ -
house no. 75: around | facility burnt down
February 24th, 1998
67. Gvozd: GornjaEemernica, | NN: agricultural facility burnt down - -
house no. 81. around
Feburary 24,1998
68. | Gvozd: GornjaEemernica, | NN: a house burnt down - -
house no, between 81 and
105, Feburary 24th, 1998.
69. Gvozd: GornjaEemernica, | Jadranka VUJAKLIJA: bound to | -* -
house no.106, around | return a new house burnt
Feburary 24th, 1998
70. | Gvozd: Gornja Eemernica, | Pavao K ORAZE hay-loft burnt -4 -
house number 112, around
February 24, 1998
71. Gvozd: GornjaEemernica, | NN: agricultural facility burnt down - -
near house number 112,
72. Gvozd: Gornja Eemernica, | NN: house burnt down - -
nor very far from the
house no., 112, around
Feburary 24th, 1998
73. Gvozd: GornjaEemernica, | Milan BOROTA: stable burnt -
bb, Feburary 24, 1998
74. Gvozd: Kozarec, kbr. 21, | Ljubica and Buro AJDINOVIA | They returned from the
around February 25, 1998 | returnees: hay-loft, garage, sheds burnt | Croatian Danube region
on March 1, 1998 (cHc
RC, Karlovac) - photographed
75. Gvozd: Podgorje | Mile MRKALJ: (CHCRC, Karlovac) - photographed
(Pavloviad 36 A, around
February 25, 1998
76. Gvozd: Podgorje | Danica KUK UL J: hay-loft burnt -4
(Pavloviag), house no. 37,
February 25, 1998
77. Gvozd: Podgorje | Jovo  (in  Germany) and Voo |-“-
(Pavloviag), house no. 38: | PAVLOVIZ (in exile): hay-loft burnt
around February 25, 1998 | and stable
78. Gvozd: Podgorje | Milka (bound to return) and Rade | -* -
(Pavloviad), house no. 40, | PAVLOVIAE (in Zagreb): hay-loft
around February 25, 1998 | burnt
79. Gvozd: Podgorje | SAMARDZIJA family: hay-loft burnt | - * -
(Pavloviag), house no. 42:
around February 25, 1998
80. Gvozd: Podgorije | - the entire village burnt There was no on diving
(Pavloviag, around in the village, the weeds

Feburary 25, 1998

were not burnt down
(CHC RC Karlovac)- photographed
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81 Titova Korenica: | NN: a family house burnt down (HOMO, Pul2)
Mekinjar, February 1998
82. Knin: Kovaéiae February | Dara RNJAK, born in 1923, presently | Firemen intervened (cHc
25, 1998 living in exile: a house burnt (upper | RC Knin - photographed
part of the house burnt together with
roof)
83. Knin: Kovaéiae February | Jeka and Simo DPUJIA deceased: | Firemen stopped the
25, 1998 house burnt (one room was burnt where | fire from spreading.
the fll’e Started) (CHC RC, Knin) - photographed
84. Vojnize Biljeg, bb, at the | Buro PEKI A house burnt (agricultural | House burnt from the
end of February 1998. facility) roof. (cHe, cHe R, Karlovad) -
photographed
85. Vojniae Vrelo Utinje: a | NN: hay-loft burnt (OSCE, RC CHC, Karlovac)
the end of 1998
86. Gvozd: PjeSganica, house | Kata DANEUO, bound to return: | Relatives from Karlovac
no. 17, a the end of | house, hay-loft, shed - the whole farm | guarded the farm, (sc HHo,
February 1998 burnt Karlovac) - photographed
87. Karlovac: Gornji | Marko  MANOJLOVIA bound to | (HHO)-photographed
Sjenieak, house no. 135, | return: house, hay-loft, stable some
a the end of February | other agricultural facilities - the whole
1998 farm was burnt
88. Karlovac: Gornji | NN: house burnt - probably a weekend | (HHO) - photographed
Sjeniéak, near house no. | house
135, a the end of
February 1998
89. Vojniae Kokirevo, house | Anka EAVI/A born 1937, a returnee: :)izggra(;:ez RC, Karlovac) -
no. 32, 1. March 1998 hay-loft burnt with cellar
90. | Petrinjaz Donja Batuga, | Mihajlo GRUBJESIA bound to | (CHO
126: at the beginning of | return; house burnt
March 1998
o1 Petrinja: Donja Baéuga, | Ljubica VUJAKLIJA, bound to | €
close to the shop: March | return: house burnt
1998
92. Petrinja: Donja Baéuga, | NN: house burnt, stable, shed.... Because of the threats of
close to the shop: at the the recently settled
beginning of March 1998 residents (cro
93. Petrinja: Lu&eani, house | Janko KOZI A& presently absent: hay- | (coLup,  ssak,  cHo)
no.36, middie of March | loft burnt photographed - film  was
1998 taken by the unknown
civilians
94. | Vojniae Kolarizehouse no. | Dragan MAJSTOROVIAE hay-loft | (RECHE Karlovac) - photographed
15/16: middle of March | burnt
1998
95. Vojniee Brdo Utinjsko, | Family KOSI& in exile Old family | (CHC)-photographed
March 31, 1998 house burnt, stable, hay-loft, store-
house where agricultural tools have
been stored, dry-kiln, porch
96. | Vojnim Brdo Utinjsko | Dragica  IVOSEVIA  unknown | (CHO) - photographed
house no. 21, 31. March | residence: hay-loft burnt
1998
97. Vojnize Brdo Utinjsko, | Ranka PAJIA in exile: stable burnt, | (CHC) - photographed
March 1998 pig-sty, shed...
98. Vojnize Brdo Utinjsko, | Family MILIEEVI/ in exile: hay-loft, | (CHC) - photographed

house numbers 38, 31

stable, pigsty, two dry-kilns...
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March 1998

99, Vojnize Brdo Utinjsko, | Mila GVOJIA residents unknown; | (CHC) - photographed
March 31, 1998 hay-loft burnt (a part of it was burnt)

100. | Udbina: Jo%ani, March (HOMO, Pula)
1998

101. | Gospiee Vrebagki | Cemetary (HOMO, Pul2)
Pavlovac, March 1998

102. | Karlovac: Gornji | agreat part of the forest Muljci burnt | (CHO) - photographed
Sjenieak, around April 1,
1998

103. | Karlovac: Gornji | A great part of the private forests and | (¢HO
Seniéak, (Staréa): near | and fields burnt - uninhabited village
April 1, 1998

104. | Gvozd: Blatu3a, house no | Dragan MRAOVI/E Hay-loft, pigsty | (CHC RC. Karlovac) - photographed
50: begining of April | and old wooden house
1998

105. | Slunj: Slivnjak, beginning | NN: Hay-loft burnt (CHO)
of April 1998

106. | Titova Korenica: Novo | Slobodan STUDEN, (in Ljubljana): | (CHC HOMO Pula)
Selo, house no. 28, (near | Family house burnt
Liéko Petrovo Sdlo), near
April 5, 1998

107. | Titova Korenica: Novo | Draga KUGA, in exile: family house | (CH¢ HOMO, Pua)
Selo, house number 31, | burnt
(near Liéko Petrovo Sdlo),
around April 5, 1998.

108. | Karlovac: Donji §eniéak, | Mirko MRKALJ, cdled "Mirkan", | (CHC) - photographed

house burnt 96, 8/9 April
1998, during night

bound to return: his farm is burnt:
house, stable, hay-loft and dry-kilns...
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