INFORMATION NOTE
(given to Amnesty International by the Ministry of Public Order in September 2002) 
Cases of inappropriate behavior exhibited by law enforcement officers against citizens, cited in the September 2002 report of Amnesty International (AI).
1. Case of Lazaros BEKOS and Eleftherios KOUTROPOULOS
From the Sworn Administrative Inquiry, the following was concluded: 

On 8/05/1998, at 00:45am, athiganoi Lazaros BEKOS and Eleftherios KOUTROPOULOS were arrested by law enforcement officers and were taken to Mesolonghi Police Station on charges of attempted robbery of a kiosk. They were brought before a local Public Prosecutor who ordered their release and set a date for their trial, but they did not complain to him of any ill-treatment at the hands of the police.

However, upon their return to their settlement and their meeting with members of Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) and Minority Rights Group-Greece (MRG-G), they made allegations of ill-treatment by police officers.

According to the forensic medical report, they had signs of injuries on several parts of their bodies.

Following the administrative inquiry into the case and despite the fact that it was never established when and how the injuries occurred, one police officer at Mesolonghi Police Station was given disciplinary punishment because he did not avert the ill-treatment of the individuals under arrest.
At the same time, three police officers of Mesolonghi Police Station were indicted on charges of inflicting bodily harm.

Two of the accused were exonerated by a ruling of the Judicial Council and the third one was referred to trial and was acquitted of the charges.

2. Formulation of complaints in the report compiled by the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (C.P.T.), based on the conclusions of the visit to Greece (23/09/2001 to 5/10/2001)
The aforementioned report includes allegations of ill-treatment of one alien detainee at Khania Police Headquarters and of two detainees at Thesprotia Police Headquarters. The administrative inquiries ordered concluded that:
a. On 29/09/2001, the day the Committee visited Igoumenitsa Police Station, two persons were being held on drug related charges. Those persons did not make any allegations of ill-treatment to the police and judicial authorities before whom they were brought and, subsequently, it was ordered that they were remanded in custody.

b. On 3/10/2001, the same Committee visited the detention facilities at Khania Police Headquarters, where 5 people were being detained, however the police officers present were not aware of any complaints made by any of the detainees, and the general impression was that the Committee was satisfied with the detention facilities and the living conditions there.

3.
Case of Ilias HATZIDIAKOS
On 6/07/2001, the aforementioned individual was ill-treated by police officers at Arhaggelos Police Station in Rhodes, during a routine stop and search check for a traffic offense.

Regarding the incident above, a Sworn Administrative Inquiry was held, which concluded that two police officers were responsible. They were referred to the First Instance Disciplinary Board with the recommendation that they be suspended from service by dismissal. The outcome of the case is still pending. 

Ilias HATZIDIAKOS filed a criminal complaint against the two officers; the judicial investigation is assigned to the Magistrate of the Police Court of Rhodes and the outcome is still pending.

4. 
Case of Andreas KALAMIOTIS
The aforementioned man alleged that, on 15/06/2001, he was arrested arbitrarily by police officers who detained him at Aghia Paraskevi Police Station, and ill-treated him. The incident was published in the press.

Regarding the incident above, an internal informal inquiry was held, which could not establish the truth of the allegations and, therefore, no disciplinary measures were taken against the police officers. Greek Helsinki Monitor was informed of this and so did the agencies authorities involved through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

5. 
Allegations of ill-treatment of Yannoula TSAKIRI, Pavlos CHRISTODOULOPOULOS, Michalis ARISTOPOULOS and Athanasios SAINIS
Following information on drug trafficking in a athiganoi settlement near Aspropyrgos, Attica, a police operation was organized on 28/01/2002; a judicial officer was present. During the raid, four (4) people were arrested and quantities of drugs were seized.

After a written complaint by the Chairmen’s Council of the Trans-European Roma Federation, according to which police officers ill-treated Roma during the raid, an administrative inquiry was held. It was established that a complaint had been filed by Yannoula TSAKIRI against an unidentified police officer who allegedly kicked her; she suffered a miscarriage. However, no evidence was found to support this allegation (the woman was not arrested during the raid) or the remaining ones.
6.
Case of Albanian citizens ASTRIT LIESHI, KASTRIOT RRAPI and DASHAMIV TROSHKU

On 1/08/2002, Greek Helsinki Monitor complained that the aforementioned Albanian citizens, along with 27 others, were ill-treated at Krystallopigi border-point by Greek border guards who confiscated their money. The event took place on 13/6/2001.

Following the inquiry held, no involvement of any policeman or border guard was established.

The total sum of 45,000 Greek drachmas, Albanian bills and a mobile phone were handed over to Albanian Officials by Army Officers who undertook the case, without the involvement of any police officers. The above Monitor was also informed.

7.
Case of alien BLERINA MECE
After allegations of ill-treatment of the Albanian citizen Blerina Meçe by police officers – border guards, on 10/02/2001, during her transfer for deportation to the border-point of Kakavia, an administrative inquiry was held which concluded that she had been arrested for theft and had been deported twice on 17/08/2000 and 11/07/2001 and not on the date stated above; therefore, the incidents that allegedly took place couldn’t have happened.

8.
Case of Albanian citizen ARJAN HODI 
a. In a letter, the “Co-existence and communication in the Aegean” movement complained that on 27/03/2001, police officers of Mytilene Police Station ill-treated the aforementioned Albanian citizen. Following a Sworn Administrative Inquiry, it was established that police officers were responsible, and in specific:

(i) Two police officers were indicted to the First Instance Disciplinary Board with the recommendation to cashier the first one and suspend the secodn one from service by dismissal. The First Instance Disciplinary Board did not punish them, nonetheless, after its ruling, the case was referred to the Second Instance Disciplinary Board and it is still pending.
(ii) One police officer was given a fine.

b. Criminal proceedings were started against one officer on charges of acts of torture and the criminal case it still pending.

9.
Allegation of torture of Nigerian citizen JOSEPH EMEKA OKEKE
Greek Helsinki Monitor, with a written complaint dated on 27/06/2002, stated that the Nigerian JOSEPH EMEKA OKEKE, who was in custody awaiting deportation at Hellenikon New Holding Centre, was tortured by means of electroshocks, by police officers at Pallini Aliens Directorate, in the early hours of 25/06/2002.

Because of this allegation, a Sworn Administrative Inquiry was held by a Senior Officer of Hellenic Police Headquarters, which concluded that the allegation was unfounded. In specific, it was established that in the early morning hours of 25/06/2002, four police officers of the aforementioned Directorate arrived at the detention centre to collect the detainee in order to transfer him to Athens Airport; two of these police officers were going to escort him all the way back to his country, on a flight of a foreign airline. Since he was resisting his deportation which was ordered by a criminal court, by demonstrating strong resistance to the efforts of the police officers, after repeated efforts (he was rather hefty), the police officers managed to handcuff him. This attempt resulted in causing minor superficial scratches on several parts of his body. The police officers are not responsible for those injuries. While he was boarding the plane, the deportee, in order to delay the actions of the police officers, removed his cloths and exposed his genitals. His escorts, after dressing him up with due difficulty, boarded him on the plane; there he caused another incident which resulted in him being disembarked, and the deportation process being postponed. He had managed to achieve a similar result in the past, using several tricks.

A case was filed against him and it was referred to the competent prosecution authority.
All allegations of torturing the detainee by means of electroshocks were denied categorically by himself and his cell mates. Finally, the case was archived as far as the disciplinary proceedings are concerned. 

10. Case of TRANTEROS –ARGYROUDIS
Following the indictments submitted by the parents of Paraskevas TRANTEROS and Dimosthenes ARGYROUDIS against police officers of the Kassandria Police Station for causing bodily harm to their underage children, a Sworn Administrative Inquiry was held and the case was archived, since it concluded that the injuries suffered by the boys were inflicted by a civilian, owner of an establishment, because he suspected that the boys had taken money from his store. The incident took place in the late night hours of 17-18/08/1994.
Even though criminal proceedings were started against four police officers, they were acquitted by the competent judicial courts.

11.
Case of Albanian citizen REFAT TAFILI
Regarding the incident of the ill-treatment of the aforementioned Albanian at Aghios Stefanos Police Station, on 8/02/2001, a Sworn Administrative Inquiry was held, which established the responsibility of two police officers. These were referred to the First Instance Disciplinary Board with the recommendation to cahier the first one and to suspend the second one from service by dismissal. The Disciplinary Board imposed these sentences and a possible appeal against the decision is pending, which is going to be brought before the Second Instance Disciplinary Board.

Athens First Instance Court Prosecutor initiated criminal proceedings against one of the police officers on charges of causing grievous bodily harm, and the criminal case is still pending.
Within the framework of the same case, the hearing of a lawsuit for damages against the State is still pending before the First Instance Court of Athens.

12.
Allegations of ill-treatment of athiganoi against police officers at Argostoli Police Station
The World Organization Against Torture (OMCT), in its press release of 25/04/2001, states that –based on information received– on 4/08/2001, four (4) athiganoi were arrested by police officers in Argostoli, Cephalonia, under the charge that they had stolen money from a kiosk, and that they had been tortured by two police officers at the Security Police Station, in the presence of the Commanding Officer, in order for them to confess to the theft. According to same allegation, the detainees, following torture, were forced to confess, but on 6/08/2001, when they were taken before the competent court, they were acquitted of the charges.


This Organization, in another press release, mentioned that on 4-5/08/2001, at Argostoli Security Police Station, an underage athiganos was ill-treated by an unidentified police officer, in the presence of his Commanding Officer, in order for the boy to confess to his involvement in the aforementioned theft.


A Sworn Administrative Inquiry was held, which concluded that the allegations were unfounded.

13.
Case of brothers Georgios and Panagiotes SKOUTERIS

On 8/05/2001, the aforementioned men alleged that police officers ill-treated them during a police check and when they were brought to Omonoia Police Station.

Following the Sworn Administrative Inquiry held, the disciplinary breach of duty of one police officer was established, and he received a disciplinary punishment; he had already been suspended. On the related criminal case, the Athens First Instance Court Prosecutor started criminal proceedings against him on charges of false statement not under oath. The trial date was set for 4/11/2002.

14.
Case of Marinos CHRISTOPOULOS

On 24/10/2001, in Zefyri, Attica, a police officer shot and fatally injured Marinos CHRISTOPOULOS, because, according to the officer’s assertion, he did not stop his car when signaled to pull over for a police check and he tried to run him down, as well as other police officers, with the private car he was driving.


Following the Sworn Administrative Inquiry held, it was established that he was responsible and he was referred to the First Instance Disciplinary Board with the recommendation to cashier him. On the criminal proceedings front, he was arrested and his case was forwarded to the competent Public Prosecutor, who indicted him for reckless homicide and unlawful use of weapons and then referred him to the competent Investigating Judge, who released him under restraining conditions following his statement.


The case is still pending.
15.
Case of foreigner Albanian citizen GENTJAN CELNICU 

On 21/11/2001, at 12 Lefkosia Street, Athens, a police officer fatally injured the aforementioned alien (wanted for causing serious knife injuries to some compatriots of his), in his attempt to immobilize him, after the alien did not obey to police officers’ orders to stay still with his hands up in the air.


The perpetrating police officer was arrested and was brought before the Public Prosecutor, who indicted him for reckless homicide and referred him to the Investigating Judge. After his statement, he was released under restraining conditions.


On the disciplinary front, a Sworn Administrative Inquiry was ordered and it is well under way.
16.
Case of Nikos LEONIDIS

Following the fatal injury of Nikos LEONIDIS by a police officer, on 24-25/3/2000 at Ano Poli, Thessaloniki, a Sworn Administrative Inquiry was held, which concluded that the firing of the police officer’s weapon was the result of a sudden and aggressive attack of the deceased against the police officer, in his effort to avoid arrest. The case was archived.

The Misdemeanor Judicial Council of Thessaloniki dismissed all charges. The civil claimants filed an appeal and then a motion for cassation of the ruling of the Appeals Judicial Council of Thessaloniki, which is still pending at the Supreme Court.

17. Fatal injury of Stephanos SAPOUNAS
On 3/04/1996, two (2) police officers on duty were involved in a serious incident at Magouleza, Attica. During this incident, one of the police officers fired his gun and fatally injured the aforementioned individual.


The Second Instance Disciplinary Board sentenced one of the police officers to a 4-month suspension from service by dismissal and the other one to a 15-day temporary suspension from service.

On the criminal proceedings front, the perpetrating police officer was sentenced to 4 years and 6 months imprisonment for fatally wounding the deceased. The sentence was not carried out because he appealed against it.

18.
Fatal injury of Anastasios MOURATIS


The incident took place on 20/11/1996, at the 2km of the national road connecting Livadia and Amfissa, during a police operation for the arrest of athiganos Ioannis CHRISTAKIS who was wanted for intentional homicide under an Investigating Judge warrant for his arrest.


More specifically, while five vans carrying 40 athiganoi were immobilized and the identification checks had started, the perpetrating police officer lost his balance and the control of his weapon. As a result, the weapon fired and the bullet fatally injured MOURATIS.


The police officer was suspended and he was punished with a 3-month suspension from service by dismissal.


On the criminal proceedings front, the case is still pending.
19.
Fatal injury of MARKO BULATOVIC 

Following the fatal injury of the aforementioned Yugoslav citizen, on 23/10/1998 and at 14:00, in Thessaloniki, a Sworn Administrative Inquiry was held, which concluded that the police officer was responsible of a disciplinary breach of duty. He was sentenced to a 2-month suspension from service by dismissal (he had also been suspended from duty). On the criminal proceedings front, he was sentenced to (2) years and (3) months imprisonment.

The family of the deceased filed a lawsuit for compensation, which was rejected with a decision of the competent court.

20.
Fatal injury of Angelos CELAL

On 1/04/1998, at 22:30pm, police officers at Halkidona Police Station, Thessaloniki, drove to the rural area of Parthenio; they had received information that there was a stolen vehicle inside a barn.

After they established that the stolen car was indeed inside the barn, they entered the barn and waited for the perpetrators of the theft to show up. At a certain point, a person entered the barn holding a plastic container of gasoline and a lighter. Then, the police officer in command identified himself and tried to immobilize that person in order to arrest him.


The person did not obey the officer’s order, pushed the officer away violently, thus managing to exit the barn and, taking advantage of the darkness, to avoid arrest. However, the police officers were on his track.


Outside the barn, two more persons – his accomplices – were waiting by a car. The police officers asked them to surrender; nonetheless, one of them started firing a revolver at the police officers repeatedly. There was an exchange of fire between the police officers and those persons who finally managed to get on their car.

As they drove away, they kept shooting at the police officers who were also still shooting back, until the car disappeared in the darkness.


The result of the armed confrontation was the fatal injury of athiganos Angelos CELAL, one of the three perpetrators, by a bullet fired by the officer in charge.


On the basis of the conclusions reached by the Sworn Administrative Inquiry held, no disciplinary breach of duty was established against the police officers that were involved in the pursuit and the case was archived, because it was deemed that the police officers were in legitimate self-defense, which excludes possibility that their action was unjustified.


On the criminal proceedings front, the aforementioned officers had been indicted by the Prosecutor of First Instance Court of Thessaloniki. The Misdemeanors’ Judicial Council of Thessaloniki ruled not to refer to trial the accused police officers. On the contrary, under the ruling in question, which became irrevocable as far as the police officers were concerned, the two accomplices of the deceased Angelos CELAL were indicted on a range of criminal charges and were referred to the competent court. It also ruled that they be remanded in custody in case they were arrested, using the arrest warrants that had been issued against them.
21.
Case of Albanian citizen AFRIM SALA 
On 3-4/06/2001, around 04:00am, two border guards on duty at Krystallopigi outpost spotted a 12-strong group of illegal immigrants on the national road connecting Kastoria and Florina, and after firing some warning shots they tried to make them stop.


However, one of the border guards tripped over and his service gun went off. The bullet hit the aforementioned alien in the abdominal region. He was immediately taken to Kastoria Hospital and then to Thessaloniki Hospital where he was diagnosed as suffering from a minor paralysis of the lower limb.


On the criminal and disciplinary proceedings front, the case is archived.
22.
Fatal injury of Albanian citizen BLEDARD QOSHKU
On 1/11/2000, at Moshohori of Krystallopigi, the aforementioned alien was shot and fatally injured after he clashed with border guards acting under lawful self-defense.


The case was archived both from a criminal and disciplinary aspect.

23.
Case of ERNESTO NESTO
Following a Sworn Administrative Inquiry held, it was concluded that on 15/04/2002, in the area of mount Pateras, police officers of Megara Police Station spotted the aforementioned Albanian citizen along with one more compatriot of his; in order to avoid arrest, the Albanians fired against the police officers. The police officers returned fire and succeeded (without anyone getting hurt) to arrest ERNESTO. A criminal case was filed against him for repeated thefts and burglaries. The First Instance Court Prosecutor of Athens ordered that he was remanded in custody.


The case was archived from a disciplinary aspect.

24.
Case of Andreas MERMINGOUSIS

On 15/05/2001, following an article published in the daily ELEFTHEROTYPIA denouncing the ill-treatment of restaurateur Andreas MERMINGOUSIS by police officers of Chios Police Station, after he was arrested on 1/05/2001 for breaking sanitary regulations, an administrative inquiry was held which was archived since the allegations were not substantiated.

25.
Case of Yannis CHRISTAKIS

Haralambos NTOUMAZIOS alleged that on 31/01/2001, while they were at Toumba football ground in Thessaloniki and during a match, his aforementioned friend was injured by policemen.


A Sworn Administrative Inquiry was held and the case was archived. On the criminal proceedings front, it was decided by the Misdemeanors Judicial Council of Thessaloniki not to make any charges against any of the police officers.

26.
Case of Melpo KORONAIOU


On 14/04/1995 and around 18:00, at the corner of Patision St. and Kordiktonos St., protestors attacked the police force present without any obvious cause. This resulted to several violent incidents and clashes; 4-5 of the protestors were injured, including the aforementioned individual.


Following the administrative inquiry held, it was concluded that one of the police officers was responsible and he was given a 3-month temporary suspension from service. His case is already referred to the competent Disciplinary Board with the recommendation that he is given a sentence of suspension from service by dismissal, following the criminal proceedings against him, he was sentenced irrevocably to fifteen (15) months of imprisonment with a 3-year suspension.

27.
As far the cases of NADARAJA RANGASAMY, SHENAJ KRESHNIK & KROSI LUFTIN are concerned, no information is available at the archives of our Department.
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