Case 79. YANNIS CHRISTAKIS, Thessaloniki, 31/1/2001

1. Excerpt from the September 2002 AI-IHF Report: “Greece: In the shadow of impunity – Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms.”
Yannis Christakis

On the evening of 31 January 2001, fans of two Greek football teams, Aris and PAOK, confronted each other at a street corner in Thessaloniki after a match and exchanged insults.  Police forces escorting the two groups intervened with truncheons. An Aris supporter, Yannis Christakis, a 17-year-old high-school student, was chased by police, and tried to escape by hiding behind a car.

According to a criminal complaint which Yannis Christakis filed on 15 February 2001, three unidentified riot police (members of the YAT force) knocked him to the ground, struck him on the head with a truncheon, kicked him as he lay prone, and then moved on.
 Although dazed, he picked himself up and rejoined his friends. However, a few hours later, at about 1am on 1 February, he was urgently admitted to the intensive care unit of the “G.Papanikolaou” General Prefectural Hospital where he was found to have a craniocerebral injury and was operated on the same day. He remained in hospital for 16 days, 11 of them in intensive care.

A medical certificate issued by the hospital recorded that Yannis Christakis was admitted with injuries to his skull and brain. A report by a forensic medical specialist of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki concluded that these injuries had been inflicted by a heavy blunt instrument.

The Minister of Public Order was reported to have condemned this incident, calling it a “barbaric practice that has nothing to do with the spirit of a modern police force”.
 However, the Chief of Police of Thessaloniki, although expressing sympathy for Yannis Christakis and his family, appeared to seek excuses for the officers: “... police are probably acting under psychological pressure.”



An administrative inquiry and a judicial investigation were opened. Statements taken from a number of eye-witnesses in most respects confirmed Yannis Christakis’ account. However, the incident had taken place in the dark, in a poorly lit street, and there were some inconsistencies in the description of the colour of the uniform and the equipment carried by the police officers who had assaulted Yannis Christakis. Yannis Christakis’ own statements varied on this point, although he consistently described the police officer who kicked him as wearing plastic greaves (reportedly worn by YAT officers). However, the members of the YAT squad who had taken part in the operation testified that they had seen and heard nothing.  A senior police officer reportedly commented that the officer responsible for injuring Yannis Christakis was possibly unaware “in the tension and stress of the moment” of what he had done, and attributed the incident to a “loss of self-control” on the part of the officer.

Nonetheless, on 23 February 2001 the press reported that criminal proceedings had started against two YAT officers on charges of “jointly and intentionally inflicting severe bodily injury” on Yannis Christakis; an investigation was continuing in order to identify a third officer. The press report noted: “The investigation was particularly difficult since the squad, who accompanied the football fans and finally clashed with them, were ‘bonded’ beyond the call of duty. [They] gave hardly any assistance to the prosecutor, which is problematic, since they were eyewitnesses to the brutal beating of the youth.”
 According to the testimony of several eye-witnesses, at least one police officer witnessed the incident; however this officer subsequently failed to come forward and testify against his colleagues. 

Although administrative and judicial investigations are in principle independent of each other, by the end of April 2001 the administrative inquiry had been suspended (because of the conflicting testimony of police officers and other witnesses), pending a decision of the judicial council with regard to criminal proceedings in the case. 

On 10 May 2002 the public prosecutor presented the case against the two police officers to the Judicial Council of the Court of Misdemeanours of Thessaloniki. In her summary of the incident she stated that three police officers had beaten and kicked Yannis Christakis “until they were noticed by a colleague ... who, when he saw what was happening, shouted to them to stop”. Further, she stated: “Thus, apart from the police officer who saw his colleagues beat Yannis Christakis and who shouted to them to stop -- whose identity to this day remains unknown, and who has not ... testified, -- the other police officers did not notice the incident, but as all those who were examined stated, they learned of it the following day.” Noting the inconsistencies in the testimonies of Yannis Christakis and witnesses, she concluded that there was no secure evidence against the two police officers and proposed that they should not be indicted and referred for trial. On 12 June 2002 the Judicial Council of the Court of Misdemeanours of Thessaloniki accepted this proposal. Yannis Christakis has the right to appeal against this ruling. He has filed a claim for compensation for material damages with an administrative court.
2. Excerpt from the Ministry of Public Order’s September 2002 Information Note on the AI-IHF Report

“25.
Case of Yannis CHRISTAKIS
Haralambos NTOUMAZIOS alleged that on 31/01/2001, while they were at Toumba football ground in Thessaloniki and during a match, his aforementioned friend was injured by policemen.

A Sworn Administrative Inquiry was held and the case was shelved. On the criminal proceedings front, it was decided by the Misdemeanors Judicial Council of Thessaloniki not to make any charges against any of the police officers.”
� YAT - Special Branch for Restoring Order.


� Information on this case, other than that obtained from press reports, is based on documentation provided to GHM by legal counsel acting for Yannis Christakis.


� Kathimerini, Athens (English edition), 3 February 2001


� Eleftherotypia, 3 February 2001.


� Eleftherotypia, 5 February 2001.


� Eleftherotypia, 23 February 2001.
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