Cases 11-14. YANNOULA TSAKIRI/PAVLOS CHRISTODOULOPOULOS/ MICHALIS ARISTOPOULOS/ATHANASIOS SAINIS, 

Aspropyrgos, Attica, 28/1/2002

1. Excerpt from the September 2002 AI-IHF Report: “Greece: In the shadow of impunity – Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms.”
A POLICE RAID ON THE NEA ZOI SETTLEMENT IN ASPROPYRGOS, GREATER ATHENS 

On the morning of 28 January 2002 police raided Nea Zoi, a Romani settlement in Aspropyrgos, some 15 km west of Athens. The raid followed previous raids at this settlement and at other Romani settlements in the area. According to the accounts of inhabitants of Nea Zoi, a large group of police officers approached the settlement with their guns at the ready. The police were accompanied by a judicial official, but allegedly did not produce any arrest or search warrants. They ordered all the Roma out of their shanty-homes, and forced those already outside to lie face down on the ground. The police officers searched, apparently indiscriminately, almost all the shanty-homes in the settlement for drugs, while the Roma, assembled outside, were allegedly shouted and sworn at, and subjected to racist abuse. The conduct of police appeared to be deliberately intended to frighten and humiliate. One police officer allegedly pointed his gun at a 13-year-old girl.

Yannoula Tsakiri, a 21-year-old resident of the settlement, subsequently alleged that she had been assaulted by police officers. With the aid of GHM she filed a complaint with the Athens prosecuting authorities in which she stated that during the raid a police officer had shouted at a disabled 13-year-old boy to stand up, and then grabbed him by the arm to raise him. She stepped forward to protect the boy, whereupon an officer allegedly violently pushed her away and another kicked her in the back, knocking her to the ground. Yannoula Tsakiri was two and a half months’ pregnant at the time, and shortly afterwards began to bleed. The following day she was taken to hospital where she was found to have a partially detached placenta. Three days later she suffered a miscarriage. According to the police authorities, an inquiry into these allegations found no evidence to support her allegations.

It is also alleged that during the raid several other Roma were physically ill-treated by police officers: Pavlos Christodoulopoulos, aged 22, was kneed in the stomach, and Michalis Aristopoulos, another young man, was slapped three times. From the assembled Roma, some 10 to 15 men were detained and taken to Aspropyrgos police station to check whether they had any outstanding traffic fines or other penalties. It is alleged that at the police station police started to beat a third youth, Athanasios Sainis, found to be in possession of a small amount of hashish, when he refused to state from whom he had bought it.

The Roma were reportedly held at Aspropyrgos police station, without food or water, until 8pm, with the exception of five who were charged with possession of drugs and held overnight (the latter were brought food). Before being released they all had their fingerprints registered, and were asked to sign statements they had given, which were allegedly not read back to those who were unable to read.


2. Excerpt from the Ministry of Public Order’s September 2002 Information Note on the AI-IHF Report

“5. 
Allegations of ill-treatment of Yannoula TSAKIRI, Pavlos CHRISTODOULOPOULOS, Michalis ARISTOPOULOS and Athanasios SAINIS

Following information on drug trafficking in an athiganoi settlement near Aspropyrgos, Attica, a police operation was organized on 28/01/2002; a judicial officer was present. During the raid, four (4) people were arrested and quantities of drugs were seized.

After a written complaint by the Chairmen’s Council of the Trans-European Roma Federation, according to which police officers ill-treated Roma during the raid, an administrative inquiry was held. It was established that a complaint had been filed by Yannoula TSAKIRI against an unidentified police officer who allegedly kicked her; she suffered a miscarriage. However, no evidence was found to support this allegation (the woman was not arrested during the raid) or the remaining ones.”

3. Additional Information and Update

Greek police often raid Romani settlements with the justification of searching for suspects and/or drugs and weapons, during the course of which dozens of Roma are subjected to ill-treatment and other physical and verbal abuse. The pattern of police raids on Romani settlements established by ERRC/GHM/MRG-G monitoring leaves no doubt that racial profiling accounts for human rights violations committed by the Greek police against Roma.

The Romani settlement of Nea Zoe in Aspropyrgos, near Athens, has been the target of many major and minor police raids in the recent past. In the raid of 28 January 2002, between 11 AM and midday, five cars, two of which were police patrol cars, and a large truck with a white canvas top drew close to one side of the settlement. According to the eyewitness account of K.M., a resident of the settlement, police officers jumped out of the back of the truck, while other officers charged the settlement from three different directions. K.M. told the ERRC/GHM/MRG-G:

“I think there were around 100 to 150 police officers. Most of them were in plain clothes. The remainder wore olive drab fatigues while only some of them wore regular uniforms. The police told everybody who was outside the sheds not to move and to lie down. Some of the police officers approached those who were already on the ground and aimed their guns at them. At the same time, the police told everybody to get out of the sheds.”

A 17-year-old Romani girl was inside her house, taking a bath, when she heard shouts that she should go outside. A.K. stated that:

“I replied that I was taking a bath and that I would be out in a minute. No sooner had I managed to put a T-shirt on when two police officers burst in, shouting, “We’ll come in as you are and f*** you”. They then took me to a ruined shed, the interior of which was visible from the outside, and the female officers gave me a body search. Male officers, however, were close by and I think some of them may have seen me. I was in any case very ashamed.”

A.K. told the ERRC/GHM/MRG-G that once officers had searched all the homes and everyone was outside, the officers herded all the residents together. According to residents, the police did not produce any search warrants. Greek law requires the presence of a judicial officer during house searches, but none of the witnesses with whom the ERRC/GHM/MRG-G spoke had actually seen one.
 Dionysia Panayotopoulou, another Romani resident, told the ERRC/GHM/MRG-G that she heard three gunshots that, other Roma told her later, had been fired in the air by police officers who were apparently in pursuit of a car. Two young Romani men were reportedly slapped on the face by the police, but Dionysia Panayotopoulou told the ERRC/GHM/MRG-G that “the ill-treatment was nothing compared to what had happened in the previous raid in April [2001]”.
 

According to K.K., a 42-year-old Romani resident, officers ordered about 10 to 15 Romani residents in a van and drove them to the Aspropyrgos Police Station.
 The same van returned and six to eight Romani women, with four of their children, were also detained and taken to the police station. 

At the police station, the police subjected the men to body searches. Officers reportedly found a small quantity of cannabis on 19-year-old Athanasios Sainis. According to Sainis, two police officers took him into a nearby cell and tried to make him say that he had bought the cannabis from an elderly Romani woman who had been arrested during the raid. When he refused to confess, the two officers slapped him about the face and allegedly drafted a statement in his name. Sainis told the ERRC/GHM/MRG-G that “they signed ‘my’ deposition for me with a cross. But I am not illiterate – if I had been willing to sign, I would have.”
 Female officers reportedly bodily searched the arrested women when they arrived at the station. All of those detained were reportedly held at Aspropyrgos police station until around 8 PM, without being provided food. All but five of the Roma were released without charge. 

On the day of the raid, the General Police Directorate for Western Attica issued a press release, stating that the operation’s objective had been to seize drugs and apprehend drug dealers. In contradiction to the testimony given by Romani residents to the ERRC/GHM/MRG-G, the press release stated that 11 house searches had been carried out and that five Roma, four female and one male, had been arrested while in possession of drugs and money originating from the sale of narcotic substances.
 In a telephone conversation with ERRC/GHM/MRG-G, however, an on-duty officer of the Aspropyrgos Police station stated that a total of 30 Romani individuals had been arrested and taken to the police station following the raid of 28 January.
 Despite 30 arrests, the loss of a day’s wages for some individuals and their families, and the disruption to all in the settlement, only five people were charged with crimes, and only four were found to have any connection to drugs.
 Michalis Aristopoulos, a Romani resident of Nea Zoe, told the ERRC/GHM/MRG-G that he believed that between 10 and 15 of the individuals detained during the raid were arrested not on suspicion of involvement in drugs or of any other particular crime, but for the purpose of ascertaining whether there were any pending warrants against them.
 

The stereotyping of Roma as criminals by police officers was further indicated by the claim in the police press release that every sum of money found on the Roma who were arrested on January 28 had come from the selling of drugs. Thus, the 5,150 Greek drachmas (approximately 15 Euro) and 2.25 Euro, meager sums, recovered by the police from an elderly Romani woman arrested, were considered to have come from drug dealing.

On 22 February 2002, the Trans-European Roma Federation sent a letter of protest to the Greek Prime Minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs. In it, the Federation condemned all instances of human rights abuses against Greek Roma and demanded compensation for Yannoula Tsakiri of Nea Zoe, who had had a miscarriage due to police brutality. The UK-based organization also urged the Greek government to conduct a thorough investigation into the 8 February 2002 burning down of the Gerambella Romani settlement, outside of Pyrgos.
 It is noteworthy that the otherwise very inadequate investigation of the case by Greek Police was triggered by the Federation’s letter. 

� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/organizations/ghm/ghm_28_01_02.rtf" ��http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/organizations/ghm/ghm_28_01_02.rtf� 


� ERRC/GHM/MRG-G interview with K.M., January 29, 2002, Nea Zoe, Aspropyrgos.


� ERRC/GHM/MRG-G interview with A.K., January 30, 2002, Nea Zoe, Aspropyrgos.


� ERRC/GHM/MRG-G interview with A.K., January 30, 2002, Nea Zoe, Aspropyrgos; ERRC/GHM/MRG-G interview with Pavlos Chalilopoulos, January 30, 2002, Athens. The presence of a judicial officer is a legal requirement, where state officials violate the sanctity of the home. According to Article 9.1 of the Greek Constitution, “Every person’s home is a sanctuary. The private and family life of the individual is inviolable. No home search shall be made, except when and as specified by law and always in the presence of representatives of the judicial power”. 


� ERRC/GHM/MRG-G interview with Dionysia Panayotopoulou, January 30, 2002, Athens. 


�	ERRC/GHM/MRG-G interview with K.K., January 30, 2002, Athens.


� ERRC/GHM/MRG-G interview with Athanasios Sainis, January 30, 2002, Athens.


� Press Release of Police Directorate of Western Attika, Aigaleo, January 28, 2002.


� ERRC/GHM/MRG-G interview with Police Commander G.K., February 4, 2002.


� Press Release of Police Directorate of Western Attica, Aigaleo, January 28, 2002. Three of the Roma were found to be in possession of drugs, and a fourth was allegedly caught throwing an estimated amount of 20 grams of hashish into a wood-burning stove on the settlement.


� ERRC/GHM/MRG-G interview with Michalis Aristopoulos, January 30, 2002, Athens.


� Statements by members of the Greek police force in unrelated cases further illustrate the racist stereotyping of Roma by police officers. According to the proceedings of the Committee for Identifying Places for the Relocation of the Itinerant Roma of Sparta, December 21, 2001, Sparta, Police Officer Panayotes Papageorgoudes made the proposal, with which the other members of the Committee agreed, that two out of the three suggested areas for the relocation of Romani settlements should be rejected on the basis that they were within agricultural plots of land and close to many byroads. These two facts, according to the police officer, rendered “difficult the surveillance of the area by the police”, evidence of a stereotypical perception of Roma as habitual delinquents. Moreover, the fact that the other members of the Committee, including a municipal councilor and prefectural officials, endorsed Papageorgoudes’ reasons for rejecting these two localities demonstrates how deeply rooted such stereotypes are. Such committees are established under Article 2(2) of the discriminatory 1983 Ministerial Decree.


� GHM/MRG-G, Press Release, Topic: Trans-European Roma Federation Protests against Frequent Human Rights Abuses Carried out in Greece against Roma, 25 February 2002





1
2

