Cases 23-44. RANGASAMY NADARAJA and 21 others, 
El. Venizelos Airport – Athens, 12/6/2001

1. Excerpt from the September 2002 AI-IHF Report: “Greece: In the shadow of impunity – Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms.”
ALLEGATIONS OF ILL-TREATMENT MADE BY UNAUTHORIZED IMMIGRANTS HELD AT HELLENIKON HOLDING CENTRE
Between 20 August and 6 September 2001 GHM interviewed 22 foreign nationals, from Iraq, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Sierra Leone and Kenya, held at Hellenikon Holding Centre pending deportation. Several alleged that they had been slapped, punched, kicked or beaten following arrest, when they asked for information, or after they refused to board a plane to be deported. One of those who made such allegations was Rangasamy Nadaraja.

Rangasamy Nadaraja, a Tamil from Sri Lanka, was arrested on 12 June 2001 at Venizelos airport in Athens in transit from Bangkok to France; he was carrying a forged passport. In an interview with GHM at Hellenikon Holding Centre on 3 September 2001 he alleged that in Sri Lanka he had been tortured by government officials. He stated that following his arrest in Greece he was taken in handcuffs to the airport police station where he was given some documents in Greek to sign. When he hesitated, the police officers allegedly urged him: “Sign, sign, no deport”. Fearing further ill-treatment, he duly signed. “However, to this day I am ignorant of the content of the documents I signed as well as any rights I might have been entitled to under the Greek legal system.” 

According to his account, on 15 June 2001 he was brought before a judge, who sentenced him to four months’ imprisonment or a fine (which he was unable to pay), at a trial where he had no legal representation and an interpreter who spoke English to him, a language which he understands only poorly.  At the trial “...the only thing I managed to state is that I am a refugee, since no questions were asked of me about my status or future interests”. He was then taken to the airport police holding cells where he was detained for two months, under the impression that he would be released once he had served his sentence. “I was never informed about a deportation order and believed that I had not signed one, which gave me a sense of security since the worst fate for me would be to be sent back to Sri Lanka.” On 12 July a Sri Lankan passport was brought to him; he signed it, being unaware that this was part of the procedure for his deportation. The following day he was taken to the airport. When he realized he was being deported, he refused to board the plane. “I fell down, and with my hands clasped over my head, I begged not to be deported. At that moment, one of the guards who was escorting me started kicking me all over and I was being shouted at in angry Greek, pushed and shoved by the guards.” He continued to refuse to board the plane, and after alleged “rough handling” was returned to the airport police station cells until 9 August 2001, when he was transferred to the Hellenikon Holding Centre. He was released in mid-September on the expiry of the maximum period -- three months -- allowed for detention pending deportation.



2. Excerpt from the Ministry of Public Order’s September 2002 Information Note on the AI-IHF Report
“27.
As far the cases of NADARAJA RANGASAMY, SHENAJ KRESHNIK & KROSI LUFTIN are concerned, no information is available at the archives of our Department.”

� GHM: Illegal and inhuman detention at the Hellenikon Holding Center (old Athens airport): August - September 2001 (press releases, detainee statements, and description of detention conditions) at:


  http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/special_issues/hellenikon.html


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/special_issues/hellenikon/Statement%20of%20RANGASAMY%20NADARAJA.rtf" ��http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/special_issues/hellenikon/Statement%20of%20RANGASAMY%20NADARAJA.rtf� 
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