Cases 56-57. PARASKEVAS TRANTEROS and DIMOSTHENES ARGYROUDIS, Kassandria – Halkidiki, 19/8/1994

1. Excerpt from the September 2002 AI-IHF Report: “Greece: In the shadow of impunity – Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms.”
Paraskevas Tranteros and Dimosthenes Argyroudis

Two boys, Paraskevas Tranteros, aged 14, and Dimosthenes Argyroudis, aged 13, were arrested on 19 August 1994 and taken to the police station of Kassandria, Halkidiki, in northern Greece, after they were (wrongly) suspected of having stolen money from their employers. They were detained at the police station until almost midnight and it was only some four to five hours after their arrest that their parents learned of their whereabouts. After their release they were examined at Halkidiki hospital on 20 August 1994, which issued a medical certificate recording that one boy had bruising on much of his body, an injury to his skull and slight concussion, while the other had bruises on his right shoulder-blade and swelling of the left temple. 

Three police officers were subsequently accused of having kicked and beaten the two boys with a truncheon and a wooden rod in order to make them confess to the theft. One of the police officers was also accused of having forcibly pulled down the trousers and underpants of the two boys. While they lay face down on the floor he allegedly ordered them to shout “I am a fag” while threatening to force the wooden rod into their anuses. The officers denied these charges and said the boys had been beaten by their angry employers.

On 27 May 1999, almost five years after the boys’ arrest and alleged ill-treatment, the Three-Member Misdemeanours’ Court of Halkidiki convicted the three officers of offences against human dignity under Article 137A (3) CC and sentenced them each to four years’ imprisonment and five years’ deprivation of their civil rights.
 The police officers remained at liberty pending appeal.

At the appeal hearing before the Three-Member Appeals’ Court of Thessaloniki in March 2000, the two young men maintained their previous allegations. They stated that although their two employers had struck them, the beating and ill-treatment they had received from the three police officers had been much more brutal. The three officers again denied the charges against them. Two of them said that they had noticed the boys were bruised, but none of them admitted to having been present when these injuries were inflicted.

On 3 March the court acquitted the three officers. The court found that the boys’ accounts of their ill-treatment were exaggerated and that their injuries had been inflicted solely by their two employers -- although for the most part at the police station, in the presence of, and with the toleration of, two of the accused police officers.
  The court's judgment does not make it clear why it accepted the officers' testimony that they had not beaten the boys, but rejected their claim not to have been present when the boys were beaten (allegedly by their employers).
 The court also overlooked the fact that it was the duty of the two police officers, as representatives of the state, to protect the two boys from any such assault, and that by failing to intervene they had, by omission, aided and abetted in the assault, in violation of an official's duty.
 The two boys did not have the right to appeal against this judgment, and no appeal was filed by the prosecuting authorities. Further, no disciplinary or judicial action was taken against the two police officers for failing to prevent the ill-treatment of the two boys by their employers.

The boys reportedly filed a civil suit for damages against the state. However, their chances of being awarded compensation by an administrative court are poor, given that the defendants were acquitted by the criminal court.

2. Excerpt from the Ministry of Public Order’s September 2002 Information Note on the AI-IHF Report
“10. Case of TRANTEROS –ARGYROUDIS
Following the indictments submitted by the parents of Paraskevas TRANTEROS and Dimosthenes ARGYROUDIS against police officers of the Kassandria Police Station for causing bodily injuries to their underage children, a Sworn Administrative Inquiry was held and the case was shelved, since it concluded that the injuries suffered by the boys were inflicted by a civilian, owner of an establishment, because he suspected that the boys had taken money from his store. The incident took place in the late night hours of 17-18/08/1994.

Even though criminal proceedings were started against four police officers, they were acquitted by the competent judicial courts.”
� Decision no.1263/27.5.99


� The two employers were sentenced in 1999 to three months’ imprisonment each for injuring the boys; their appeal against their conviction was still pending in early 2002.


� Decision no.816/3.3.2000 obtained by GHM.


� Under Article 1 of the Convention against Torture, torture includes: “...when such pain or suffering is inflicted by ... or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity".
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