Case 75. KRESHNIK SHENAJ, Kakavia, 16/11/2000

1. Excerpt from the September 2002 AI-IHF Report: “Greece: In the shadow of impunity – Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms.”
KRESHNIK SHENAJ, AGED 17
Kreshnik Shenaj set out from home in Frashtani village (Fier district) on 16 November 2000, together with his brother and two other young men. According to his account:

“We didn’t take this decision lightly, for we had heard that clandestine immigrants are ill-treated if they are caught. But we weren’t able to earn enough to live on, so we took the risk ... We were less than two km into Greek territory when we came upon a [border] patrol. It was dark when strong projector lights made us stop. Immediately after the lights came on, there was a burst of gunfire. We threw ourselves to the ground and didn’t move until the soldiers approached us. Without saying a word, they began to beat us all over and to swear at us.” 

The four young men were taken to a small barracks, where they were allegedly again kicked and beaten. Kreshnik Shenaj further alleged that after he was detained one of the soldiers ordered him: “If you want to be free, run faster than the dog”, and pushed him in the direction of a nearby wood. ‘“Run!’ he said, and he fired aiming close to my feet. There was nothing I could do but run.” A police dog chased after him as he ran off and bit his left leg, releasing him only on the order of a soldier. On 18 November, the four Albanians were reportedly transported to Kakavijë border post. From there Kresnik Shenaj was taken to hospital in Gjirokastra (Albania) where, reportedly still traumatized, he was interviewed two days later.

2. Excerpt from the Ministry of Public Order’s September 2002 Information Note on the AI-IHF Report
“27.
As far the cases of NADARAJA RANGASAMY, SHENAJ KRESHNIK & KROSI LUFTIN are concerned, no information is available at the archives of our Department.”
� Koha Jonë , 21 November 2000
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