Cases 21-22. JOSEPH EMEKA OKEKE, Greater Athens, 25/6/2002 and 
YANNIS PAPAKOSTAS, Aspropyrgos, 14/8/2002
1. Excerpt from the September 2002 AI-IHF Report: “Greece: In the shadow of impunity – Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms.”
Joseph Emeka Okeke

In February 2002 police arrested Joseph Emeka Okeke, a Nigerian, in the Greater Athens area, after an identity check revealed that he was subject to a judicial deportation order. He had, however, reportedly previously obtained legal residence in Greece and a request he had filed for the lifting of the deportation order was at the time pending. After his arrest he was detained in Hellenikon New Holding Centre (at the former Athens airport). 

At 4am on 25 June he was taken out of his cell by three police officers from the Aliens Directorate of Pallini (northeast Athens), who allegedly told him that he was due to be released. Suspecting that he was about to be deported, he refused to follow them. According to his subsequent statement, they then “grabbed me and started to kick me, pulling me and beating me with a large black rectangular object that had two extensions like claws. Every time they touched me it was as if electricity was piercing my body”. Another detainee telephoned Joseph Emeka Okeke’s wife who arrived shortly afterwards at the centre, but was not allowed to see her husband. Instead she was allegedly pushed out of the building and accused of wanting to attract publicity and disgrace the Greek police.

In the meantime Joseph Emeka Okeke was put into a car, handcuffed and his feet bound with adhesive tape. He alleges that police also attempted to gag him by taping his mouth. He was taken to the Venizelos airport to be deported on an ALITALIA flight. However, flight staff reportedly refused to allow him to be put on the plane when they saw he was being ill-treated. Joseph Emeka Okeke was later transferred to Pallini Aliens Directorate. “There I was told to face the wall and kneel down. Then a police officer came up behind me and kicked me hard in the ribs. They kept on beating me until another officer arrived and told them to stop. Then they took me to the detention centre at the Attica General Police Headquarters.” Joseph Emeka Okeke was subsequently charged with “resisting authority” and was due to go on trial on 10 July 2002.

The above account was given by Joseph Emeka Okeke to GHM advocates on 26 June 2002, who observed “deep scratches on the right arm, injuries on both wrists and a cut on the left side of the lower lip”. Joseph Emeka Okeke also provided a drawing of the instrument, resembling a stun-gun, which he alleges was used to give him electric shocks. Following an urgent request by GHM, the Minister of Public Order the next day (27 June) ordered an administrative inquiry to be carried out and Joseph Emeka Okeke was examined by two forensic medical experts. On 28 June he filed a criminal complaint. However, the same day he informed a lawyer engaged by GHM that between 10pm and 4am on the night of 27 to 28 June he was interrogated by three plainclothes police officers who allegedly threatened him that he would regret having complained. An interpreter was present during his interrogation, but his request for a lawyer was refused, and he was obliged to sign a document in Greek which he could not read. Another detainee at Hellenikon New Holding Centre, Rotimi Alakia, an asylum-seeker from Sierra Leone, who witnessed the alleged torture of Joseph Emeka Okeke on 25 June, informed GHM on 28 June that police officers at the centre had threatened him and told him not to testify to the administrative inquiry or in court.

The alleged use of an electro-shock weapon in this case is deeply disturbing and appeared to gain additional credibility following the publication of another such allegation in August 2002.
 This is a practice which has not been documented in Greece for almost a decade. The CPT’s report on its visit to Greece in 1993 noted that two detainees at Athens Police Headquarters alleged that they had been tortured with electric shocks: “Their descriptions of the device ‑ black, shaped like an electric razor, with two poles at one end ‑ were concordant.” During the same visit, five other detainees complained to the CPT that they had been tortured with electric shocks at Thessaloniki Police Headquarters, where the CPT found in a locker “a 29cm long black plastic rod equipped with two small electrodes at one end. The pressing of a button in the middle of the rod resulted in a spark passing between the electrodes”.

With regard to Joseph Emeka Okeke’s other allegations, it should be noted that the CPT has also declared that it is “entirely unacceptable for [foreigners being deported] to be physically assaulted by police officers as a form of persuasion to board a means of transport or as punishment for not having done so ... the Committee must emphasize that to gag a person is a highly dangerous measure.”
 

2. Excerpt from the Ministry of Public Order’s September 2002 Information Note on the AI-IHF Report
“9.
Allegation of torture of Nigerian citizen JOSEPH EMEKA OKEKE
Greek Helsinki Monitor, with a written complaint dated on 27/06/2002, stated that the Nigerian JOSEPH EMEKA OKEKE, who was in custody awaiting deportation at Hellenikon New Holding Centre, was tortured by means of electroshocks, by police officers at Pallini Aliens Directorate, in the early hours of 25/06/2002.

Because of this allegation, a Sworn Administrative Inquiry was held by a Senior Officer of Hellenic Police Headquarters, which concluded that the allegation was unfounded. In specific, it was established that in the early morning hours of 25/06/2002, four police officers of the aforementioned Directorate arrived at the detention centre to collect the detainee in order to transfer him to Athens Airport; two of these police officers were going to escort him all the way back to his country, on a flight of a foreign airline. Since he was resisting his deportation which was ordered by a criminal court, by demonstrating strong resistance to the efforts of the police officers, after repeated efforts (he was rather hefty), the police officers managed to handcuff him. This attempt resulted in causing minor superficial scratches on several parts of his body. The police officers are not responsible for those injuries. While he was boarding the plane, the deportee, in order to delay the actions of the police officers, removed his cloths and exposed his genitals. His escorts, after dressing him up with due difficulty, boarded him on the plane; there he caused another incident which resulted in him being disembarked, and the deportation process being postponed. He had managed to achieve a similar result in the past, using several tricks.
A case was filed against him and it was referred to the competent prosecution authority.

All allegations of torturing the detainee by means of electroshocks were denied categorically by himself and his cell mates. Finally, the case was shelved as far as the disciplinary proceedings are concerned.” 

3. Additional Information and Update

Hellenic Police (EL.AS.) assigned Police Brigadier General G. Metropoulos, Director of the Aliens Department, the task to conduct a Sworn Administrative Investigation (SAI). The latter one reached a conclusion that was adopted by EL.AS. leadership. GHM was informed (6004/15/3752-ιή/5.9.02) that all allegations regarding torture “......are all lies, as was confirmed by the individual who was allegedly ill-treated and by his fellow detainees”. Right after receiving the letter on 20/9/02, Okeke’s advocate – who was engaged by GHM – visited him at the GADA holding facilities in order to find out whether the above allegations were true. There, Okeke stated that he had never withdrawn his original allegations and that he had never signed a statement for SAI since the text was in Greek. This makes sense, because the day of his alleged statement for SAI (28/6/02) Okeke was filing a complaint through his advocate and GHM legal adviser against police officers (ΑΒΜ Β2002/2255); this complaint is at the stage of preliminary investigation. In addition, GHM has information that none of Okeke’s fellow detainees, who reported the case to GHM on June, had been called as witnesses at the relevant SAI. Okeke’s wife was also never called; neither did his advocate who was engaged by GHM, the one who had seen his injuries at the time. In addition, he was never cross-examined against the accused police officers. Finally, EL.AS. is still refusing to hand over to GHM – who is legally representing Okeke – copies of Okeke’s records, and therefore copies of his forensic medical examination. Both the Greek Ombudsman (Reports 12390.02.2.5 & 15349.02.2.3/10.2.03), following the complaints by GHM, and the Authority for the Protection of Personal Data (298/11.3.03), following a relevant question by EL.AS., have ruled on the unlawful character of the refusal to provide GHM with all relevant files (GHM being the legal representative of aliens). Nonetheless, EL.AS. has not complied yet to these rulings.
 
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/organizations/ghm/ghm_27_06_02.rtf" ��http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/organizations/ghm/ghm_27_06_02.rtf�  and 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/organizations/ghm/ghm_28_06_02.rtf" ��http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/organizations/ghm/ghm_28_06_02.rtf� 


� A Greek military conscript, Yannis Papakostas, who was detained on 14 August 2002 for driving a motorcycle without license, alleged that a plainclothes police officer at Aspropyrgos police station subjected him to electric shocks on his shoulders and genitals (Avghi and Eleftherotypia, 16 August 2002). The police authorities instituted an administrative inquiry into this complaint. 


� CPT/Inf (94)20, paragraphs 20, 21 and 22.


� CPT/Inf (98)9, published on 19 May 1998, paragraph 11 (commenting on allegations the CPT had encountered during its visit to Spain in 1997 that foreigners expelled from Spain had been beaten and gagged with adhesive tape).


� See also “� HYPERLINK "file:///C:\\DOCUME~1\\PCQ1\\LOCALS~1\\Temp\\displaydocument.htm" ��Greece: Mr. Joseph Emeka Okeke, a Nigerian deportee, has been subjected to torture including electric shocks�” (OMCT Appeals, 7/1/2002) � HYPERLINK "http://www.omct.org/displaydocument.asp?DocType=Appeal&Index=2102&Language=EN" �http://www.omct.org/displaydocument.asp?DocType=Appeal&Index=2102&Language=EN�
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