Cases 18-19. BLERINA MEÇE/LUFTIM KROSI, Kakavia 10/2/2001
1. Excerpt from the September 2002 AI-IHF Report: “Greece: In the shadow of impunity – Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms.”
A “SWEEP” OPERATION

On 9 February 2001 Blerina Meçe, a young woman aged 19 from Tepelena, was arrested in the course of a “sweep” operation in Athens. The next day she and a group of other Albanian immigrant workers without work and residence permits were forcibly returned by bus to Albania. During the journey, a police officer who was accompanying the bus allegedly physically ill-treated and verbally abused Blerina Meçe. According to her written and signed statement, dated 10 February 2001: “When we arrived at Kakavijë [a police officer] told me to collect all the rubbish in the bus and sarcastically told me to take the empty bottles to Albania because 'you Albanians are empty bottles'. I refused and then the taller one [police officer] hit me. He asked me where I was from. I said I was from Tepelena and he told me that 'Albania is half ours'... and I said that Tepelena belonged to Albania. Finally he banged my head against the bus window.”

When another passenger, Luftim Krosi, a young man from Tirana, protested, the police officer driving the bus allegedly kicked him and took his mobile phone. At the Kakavijë border point Blerina Meçe and Luftim Krosi informed Albanian police of what had happened. As a result the bus was stopped as it was returning to Greece. The two police officers were identified by their victims at the Greek border post and the mobile phone was returned to its owner. According to Albanian press reports, criminal proceedings were started against the two police officers. 

2. Excerpt from the Ministry of Public Order’s September 2002 Information Note on the AI-IHF Report

“7.
Case of alien BLERINA MECE

After allegations of ill-treatment of the Albanian citizen Blerina Meçe by police officers – border guards, on 10/02/2001, during her transfer for deportation to the border-point of Kakavia, an administrative inquiry was held which concluded that she had been arrested for theft and had been deported twice on 17/08/2000 and 11/07/2001 and not on the date stated above; therefore, the incidents that allegedly took place couldn’t have happened.

…

27.
As far the cases of NADARAJA RANGASAMY, SHENAJ KRESHNIK & KROSI LUFTIN are concerned, no information is available at the archives of our Department. ”
3. Additional Information and Update

Hellenic Police (EL.AS.) sent the 6004/15/1668-ε/16 August 2002 letter to GHM with the same information as in the Ministry’s Note above. The letter reached GHM in early September 2002. AI and GHM believe that EL.AS. and the Ministry were probably referring to another individual with the same name. This argument is strengthened by the fact that the Ministry claims it has no information on the case of Luftim Krosi, which though occurred concurrently with that of Blerina Meçe. 
� A copy of this statement obtained from the Albanian Human Rights Group (AHRG) by AI.


� Koha Jonë , 13 February 2001. In July 2002 GHM wrote to the Greek police authorities requesting information about the investigation of this case and that of Astrit Lleshi, Kastriot Rrapi and Dashamir Troshku, but by the end of August had not received a reply.
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