Case 20. ARJAN HODI, Mytilene – Lesbos, 24/3/2001
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1. Excerpt from the September 2002 AI-IHF Report: “Greece: In the shadow of impunity – Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms.”
ARJAN HODI

On 24 March 2001 a group of local Greek students and young Albanian immigrant workers held a demonstration in Mytilene, the capital of Lesbos island, to protest against certain local bars and night-clubs which were allegedly refusing entry to Albanians as well as to (Greek) students and conscripts. 

Three days later two police officers detained Arjan Hodi, aged 24, an Albanian working legally at a petrol station in Mytilene. He had previously reported to police that he and some of his compatriots had been denied entry to a night-club because of their nationality. The two officers took him to Mytilene police station, where police officer D. allegedly beat him with a truncheon. Officer D. reportedly informed Arjan Hodi that he was related to the doorman at a club and threatened to jail him and have him sent back to Albania if he continued to protest or demonstrate. Arjan Hodi was released an hour later, but was so severely injured that on his way home he lost consciousness, and had to be admitted to hospital.

On 29 March criminal proceedings on charges of “Acts of torture and other offences against human dignity” under Article 137A CC were started against officer D. Other unnamed police officers who were present when Arjan Hodi was being beaten were also reportedly charged.
  Arjan Hodi later withdrew a criminal complaint he had filed against police officer D., after the latter apologized and paid for his hospital fees. However, the withdrawal of the complaint did not halt criminal proceedings in this case, although the investigation appears to have stagnated. In October 2001 the prosecuting authorities in Mytilene stated that officer D. would probably not testify to the investigating judge before early 2002, due to many other pending cases. 

In November 2001 it was reported that an administrative inquiry had concluded that officer D. and another officer had unlawfully arrested and tortured Arjan Hodi. The inquiry referred the case to a Disciplinary Board, and recommended D.’s dismissal from service, and a lesser sanction for his colleague. The same press report noted that officer D. had admitted in a letter to the prosecuting authorities that he had ill-treated Arjan Hodi.



However, in the meantime, in the early hours of 30 July 2001 a fight broke out  between a group of Albanians, among them Arjan Hodi, and the proprietor and employees of a bar, apparently arising out of a dispute about the access of Albanians to the bar. Five or six Greek men were wounded, one of them seriously. Only three days later, on 2 August,  Arjan Hodi and three other Albanians were tried in Mytilene on charges of being members of a gang, possessing and using weapons, making threats and causing dangerous bodily injuries. His three co-defendants were reportedly tried without a defence lawyer since they were unable to provide documented proof that they lacked sufficient funds to hire a lawyer and so could not claim legal aid. The four were convicted, and sentenced to a suspended sentence of 37 months’ imprisonment each, and their immediate deportation from Greece.

Furious crowds reportedly tried to mob the four defendants on their way to and from the court room and angry local citizens appeared on local television brandishing guns and making threatening statements about Albanians. A “popular meeting” held in the nearby village of Loutra, where reportedly most of the Greek victims (but only one of the accused Albanians) lived, issued an ultimatum that all Albanians in the village, many employed in agriculture, should leave by 5 August. By that date some 150 Albanians and 15 other foreign workers, including families with children who had been born in the village, had reportedly fled. There was little immediate official reaction to this mass “expulsion”. However, on 8 August Mytilene City Council reportedly declared that any legal foreign worker could return to the island. Shortly afterwards, the Mytilene prosecuting authorities ordered a preliminary inquiry into the events in Loutra.
 It appears that no prosecutions have since been reported in connection with the latter events.

The slow progress of the judicial investigation into the torture and ill-treatment of Arjan Hodi, and the lack of prompt action by the prosecuting authorities in response to the threats made against Albanian inhabitants of Loutra, contrast sharply with the speed with which Arjan Hodi and his three co-defendants were tried, convicted and deported from Greece.



2. Excerpt from the Ministry of Public Order’s September 2002 Information Note on the AI-IHF Report
“8.
Case of Albanian citizen ARJAN HODI 
a. In a letter, the “Co-existence and communication in the Aegean” movement complained that, on 27/03/2001, police officers of Mytilene Police Station ill-treated the aforementioned Albanian citizen. Following a Sworn Administrative Inquiry, it was established that police officers were responsible, and in specific:

(i) Two police officers were referred to the First Instance Disciplinary Board with the recommendation to cashier the first one and suspend the second one from service by dismissal. The First Instance Disciplinary Board did not punish them, nonetheless, after its ruling, the case was referred to the Second Instance Disciplinary Board and it is still pending.

(ii) One police officer was given a fine.

b. Criminal proceedings were started against one officer on charges of acts of torture and the criminal case it still pending.”

3. Additional Information and Update

It is noteworthy that the Ministry’s note mentions nothing in relation to the second incident which amounted to an anti-Albanian pogrom. A collection of 36 August 2001 press articles on this incident are available in GHM’s web site, while there is also a special report on Hodi by AI.
  







� Eleftherotypia, 30 March 2001.


� Eleftherotypia, 21 November 2001.


� Anna Karamanou, a member of the European Parliament representing Greece’s ruling party PASOK (Pan-Hellenic Socialist Movement), had called on the Mytilene prosecuting authorities to take action to protect Albanian immigrants.


� GHM web page: � HYPERLINK "http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/greek/articles/pr_04_08_01.html" ��http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/greek/articles/pr_04_08_01.html�.  AI report : 01/02/2002 � HYPERLINK "/library/Index/ENGEUR250032002?open&of=ENG-GRC.htm" �Greece: The alleged ill-treatment of Albanian citizen Arjan Hodi by police in Mytilene� (EUR 25/003/2002) � HYPERLINK "http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGEUR250032002?open&of=ENG-GRC" �http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGEUR250032002?open&of=ENG-GRC�
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