Case 78. ANDREAS MERMINGOUSIS, Chios, 30/4-1/5/2001

1. Excerpt from the September 2002 AI-IHF Report: “Greece: In the shadow of impunity – Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms.”
Police “solidarity”

Corporate solidarity exists in all professions and has many positive aspects. However, a  misguided sense of solidarity sometimes leads members of a profession to close ranks when a colleague is exposed to what may be justified public criticism. This report has earlier cited senior police officials, police trade unions, or colleagues who have attempted to pre-empt criticism, or to absolve officers from accusations of misconduct, well before the facts have been established by administrative or judicial investigations. The following is one such case.
In July 2001 Andreas Mermingousis, the owner of a taverna, and his son Matthaios filed a complaint with the prosecuting authorities on the island of Chios against three named police officers. According to this complaint, on the night of 30 April to 1 May 2001, a group of police officers threatened to have the taverna closed on the grounds that they had been playing music too loudly. When Matthaios protested, two officers allegedly grabbed him and banged his head against the wall, causing him injuries for which he was later to receive stitches.  Andreas Mermingousis intervened, and was then himself taken to the local police station, where another police officer is alleged to have knocked him to the ground (he was handcuffed at the time) and then proceeded to kick him and hit him with a truncheon. About two hours later, Andreas Mermingousis was taken to the General Prefectural Hospital where he remained until 3 May 2001. A discharge certificate issued by the hospital records injuries to the stomach and lumbar region, bruising on his back and the shins of his legs, and notes that he complained of having been beaten. 

Police sources, however, reportedly claimed that Andreas Mermingousis’ injuries were self-inflicted. “As he was under the influence of alcohol, we locked him in a cell. Then, in a fury, he started banging his back against the cell bars, yelling and swearing, and the bruises were the result.”
 This explanation not only failed to account for the injuries to his stomach and legs, but also preceded full investigation of the incident.


More seriously, a misguided sense of solidarity can also result in police failing to cooperate fully with investigating officials in the identification of those responsible for ill-treatment, as for example, in the case of Refat Tafili (see Case 58). Too often, in fact, it seems that the responsibility for this identification is left very largely to the victim. It is, for example, questionable whether the officer who assaulted Melpo Koronaiou would have been identified and successfully prosecuted but for the fact that the incident was photographed by a journalist and witnessed by lawyers -- an exceptional combination of circumstances (see Case 80). Even so, the police officer who conducted the administrative inquiry appears to have been reluctant to take evidence from an eyewitness (a lawyer), despite the latter’s insistence. Few victims of ill-treatment can hope to produce evidence of this standard to support their allegations, but in its absence investigating officials may well find their efforts to identify the perpetrators hindered by a lack of police cooperation, as reported in the following case. 

2. Excerpt from the Ministry of Public Order’s September 2002 Information Note on the AI-IHF Report
“24.
Case of Andreas MERMINGOUSIS

On 15/05/2001, following an article published in the daily ELEFTHEROTYPIA denouncing the ill-treatment of restaurateur Andreas MERMINGOUSIS by police officers of Chios Police Station, after he was arrested on 1/05/2001 for violating sanitary regulations, an administrative inquiry was held which was shelved since the allegations were not substantiated.”
� Eleftherotypia, 15 May 2001.
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