Case 10. ANDREAS KALAMIOTIS, Aghia Paraskevi, Greater Athens, 15/6/2001

1. Excerpt from the September 2002 AI-IHF Report: “Greece: In the shadow of impunity – Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms.”
A breach of the peace: Aghia Paraskevi, Greater Athens

Andreas Kalamiotis, a 21-year-old Rom living in the shanty settlement known as “Pefkakia” in Aghia Paraskevi, on the outskirts of Athens, was arrested in the early hours of 15 June 2001. According to his account, at about 2am police came to his home, where he was listening to music and drinking with friends, and told them to turn off the radio which was disturbing neighbours. About five minutes after the radio was turned off, he heard noise outside and went to the doorway: 
“I was surprised to see about 20 police vans and police officers with guns at the ready. An officer pointed his gun at me and said that he would shoot me. Not yet understanding what exactly had happened, I said to him: ‘Shoot!’ While still almost inside my home (in the doorway), two or three officers seized me and handcuffed me ... After arresting me, the officers dragged me to the police patrol van, where they pulled me over the bonnet and began to beat me. I think they also used truncheons. Their blows made me fall to the ground and then they began to kick me.  At one point they put me in the van, where they again began to beat me. For some reason they took me out of the van, beat me again, and then put me back into the van, where I was once again beaten. In the meantime my children had come to the door, and when they saw the officers beat me they began to cry.”  

Andreas Kalamiotis was then taken to Aghia Paraskevi Police Station, where he alleges that a police officer swore at him insultingly. Later that day he was taken to be photographed to Athens Police Headquarters, where he alleges he was subjected to racist abuse. He was subsequently brought before a prosecutor and charged with resisting arrest, insulting and threatening the police authorities, and was released.
 

Andreas Kalamiotis was initially reluctant to complain about this incident for fear of police retaliation, but in July 2001 he sent a complaint to the Ombudsman’s Office.
 On 28 September 2001 the Director of North-East Attica Police Headquarters responded by letter to this complaint. He asserted that after receiving a complaint about loud music a police patrol had gone to Pefkakia and that while there the patrol had summoned reinforcements after hearing gunfire nearby. Andreas Kalamiotis had refused to turn off the radio, and had moreover threatened and insulted police officers and resisted arrest. The letter, referring to Andreas Kalamiotis’ fears of police retaliation, closed as follows: “...we inform you that all those serving in the Greek Police are imbued with a high sense of duty towards the Greek Citizen, abide by the laws and regulations as regards their conduct during the performance of their duties and consequently do not employ methods contrary to the Constitution, Laws, Regulations and Orders of the Police Forces, or indeed to the ideals of a Democracy, as defined in a well-governed State, such as the Greek State”. 
In this case, as in the following case, the police authorities did not undertake a Sworn Administrative Inquiry, but limited their investigation to an informal internal inquiry applicable to lesser breaches of discipline. In October 2001, and again in February 2002, the Ombudsman wrote to police headquarters requesting a full Sworn Administrative Inquiry into Andreas Kalamiotis’ allegations but by the end of June 2002 this request had not been fulfilled.

2. Excerpt from the Ministry of Public Order’s September 2002 Information Note on the AI-IHF Report
“4. 
Case of Andreas KALAMIOTIS
The aforementioned man alleged that, on 15/06/2001, he was arrested arbitrarily by police officers who detained him at Aghia Paraskevi Police Station, and ill-treated him. The incident was published in the press.

Regarding the incident above, an internal informal inquiry was held, which could not establish the truth of the allegations and, therefore, no disciplinary measures were taken against the police officers. Greek Helsinki Monitor was informed of this and so did the agencies authorities involved through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.”

3. Additional Information and Update

Andrea Kalamiotis also filed a criminal complaint for the beating and the racial insults he was allegedly the object of. The fate of this complaint and of the consequent (if any) investigation is unknown. Moreover, the Ministry’s answer makes clear that the Ombudsman’s insistence that a Sworn Administrative Inquiry be carried out had been de facto rejected (the Ombudsman never received any letter to this effect though). To better understand the difference, the informal inquiry carried out did not include interviews with the Roma involved; it probably meant that the officer who carried it out heard the version of the officers involved and was satisfied by it…  

� Andreas Kalamiotis has reportedly since been convicted of one or more of these offences and sentenced to imprisonment, but has remained at liberty pending appeal.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/organizations/ghm/letter_02_07_01.doc" ��http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/organizations/ghm/letter_02_07_01.doc�


� Related releases: 28/08/2001 � HYPERLINK "/library/Index/ENGEUR250032001?open&of=ENG-GRC.htm" �Greece: “Shut up, we'll take you barefoot”: The alleged ill-treatment of Andreas Kalamiotis by police� (AI EUR 25/003/2001) 


� HYPERLINK "http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGEUR250032001?open&of=ENG-GRC" �http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGEUR250032001?open&of=ENG-GRC�


� HYPERLINK "displaydocument.htm" �Greece : arbitrary arrest, detention and ill-treatment by the police of 21-year old Andreas Kalamiotis, a Roma of Greek nationality� (OMCT Appeals, 29/6/2001)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.omct.org/displaydocument.asp?DocType=Appeal&Index=1181&Language=EN" �http://www.omct.org/displaydocument.asp?DocType=Appeal&Index=1181&Language=EN�
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