Cases 64-65. ‘R’ and his brother, Athens, 8/5/2001

1. Excerpt from the September 2002 AI-IHF Report: “Greece: In the shadow of impunity – Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms.”
Psychological ill-treatment – the sexual intimidation of detainees

As has been seen, detainees, both adults and children, have in a number of instances alleged that police officers subjected them to sexual threats and humiliation. This is a form of ill-treatment which is explicitly provided for in Article 137A (3) CC, under which “a serious offence against sexual dignity” is punishable by three to five years’ imprisonment. However, ill-treatment of this kind, although deeply distressing, does not leave physical traces observable by forensic medical examination, and is therefore particularly difficult to prove. There can almost never be supporting evidence, except in the rare instances when there are witnesses present. In the following instance it is alleged that the sexual humiliation of an (adult) detainee took place in public.

According to R., he and his brother were stopped by a police patrol in the centre of Athens on 8 May 2001 on their way home from work.
 A police officer checked their identity and vehicle papers, which were in order. To their surprise the officer then asked them if they were Greeks and where they had concealed drugs.  They confirmed they were Greek and denied possessing drugs. The officer next ordered R. to lower his trousers and underpants so that he could carry out a body search in full view of passers-by.  When R. refused and suggested instead that they go to the nearest police station, the police officer allegedly replied: “Are you going to tell me what to do: I know the laws!” and slapped him in the face three times, until he finally submitted and was duly searched. No drugs were found on him.

Nonetheless, R. and his brother were placed under arrest for “resisting authority”, handcuffed and taken on foot to the Omonia police station. There R. was again searched, after which the police officer who had struck him allegedly “asked us to do a deal: either we say that we were quarrelling and the police came and separated us and that’s the end of it, or there’s another way -- they’ll plant drugs in our pockets and we can each do two years in jail …The officer put us in a cell until they had checked our police records, having first taken our IDs and mobile phones. We asked to be allowed to make a telephone call, which they refused, but with the aid of the mobile of another detainee, we were able to contact our boss and inform him briefly about what had happened.” The two young men were released after a lawyer arrived and they were found to have a clean police record. 

A medical certificate (Protocol no: 4368/2001) issued a week later, on 15 May 2001, by the “G.Gennimatas” hospital in Athens records that R. visited the hospital’s Emergency Department on 8 May 2001 and stated that he had been beaten. He was examined and found to have “a wound on the inner surface of the upper lip”.

According to press reports of 11 May 2001 an administrative inquiry into this incident was ordered by the Director of the Athens Police Directorate and on 18 May the Minister of Public Order stated that the leader of the police patrol had been temporarily suspended from service.

2. Excerpt from the Ministry of Public Order’s September 2002 Information Note on the AI-IHF Report
“13.
Case of brothers Georgios and Panagiotes SKOUTERIS
On 8/05/2001, the aforementioned men alleged that police officers ill-treated them during a police check and when they were brought to Omonoia Police Station.
Following the Sworn Administrative Inquiry held, the disciplinary breach of duty of one police officer was established, and he received a disciplinary punishment; he had already been suspended. On the related criminal case, the Athens First Instance Court Prosecutor started criminal proceedings against him on charges of false statement not under oath. The trial date was set for 4/11/2002.”
� Written statement dated 19 May 2001.


� Eleftherotypia, 19 May 2001.
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