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Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the delegation of the Slovak Republic, I would like to comment shortly on the information presented yesterday by the distinguished representative of the Mécs László Association regarding the situation of the Hungarian National Minority in Slovakia.

First of all, our delegation is very pleased and admire the truthful and objective information presented by this Association.

However, not mentioned was some more positive development, as for example the recent signing of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages by the Government of Slovakia, ratification of which is expected in June this year, or the conclusion of the Slovak-Hungarian Cultural Treaty which among other issues deals with the minority culture in both our countries a great deal as well.

As to the question of the administrative-territorial division reform in Slovakia, let me inform you, that this process is still under way, and mainly because of the complexity of this question, no decision has been made so far. The Government of the Slovak Republic is considering this issue to be the one of its highest priorities. The need for the reform, which covers all the territory of Slovakia, is based mainly on the economical development concerns, further improvement of the living conditions of all citizens, decentralization of certain powers and responsibilities and overall prosperity of the newly proposed regions.

The Government of Slovakia is obviously well aware of all its international obligations, including the provision of the Article 16 of the Framework Convention of the Council of Europe for the Protection of National Minorities. Slovakia fully respects all principles enshrined in the cited Convention. The Government of Slovakia is deeply convinced that regardless of any governmental changes, even in the future, there will be no steps back in minority rights in connection with the mentioned administrative-territorial division reform in Slovakia.

Let me assure you Mr. Chairman, that the representatives of the Hungarian minority in Slovakia as a part of the present Government Coalition are personally, directly and actively involved in all decisions which have been or will be made on this issues. They bear the same responsibility as the rest of the Government Coalition.

In fact, Slovakia today may be considered a shiny living example of a truly influential minority participation in all decision-making processes throughout the public administration of a state. However, much more has to be done yet in a minority policy, especially for very unsatisfactory social conditions of a large Rroma community in Slovakia.  

Than you for your attention

