Information Material on the Activities of the Government of the Slovak Republic in the Process of the Solution of Problems of the Roma National Minority in the Slovak Republic 


Programme of the Government of the Slovak Republic 
1.
The Government of the Slovak Republic („Government“ hereinafter) issued a statement dated 3 November, 1998 concerning the steps it was ready to take to restore confidence of all ethnic groups in governmental institutions whose role is to provide assistance to and protect the rights of citizens of the Slovak Republic. In the statement the Government reiterated its determination to carry out concrete measures for the resolution of complicated problems of Roma fellow citizens in all the spheres of social, economic and social life and its readiness to conduct an open and substantive dialogue with the representatives of the Roma community. The Government rejects all the forms and manifestations of racism and intolerance and states that it will fight them with determination and resolve. The Government has appealed to the citizens to subject their intention to seek a solution to their problems through emigration and application for asylum in other countries to a very careful consideration.

2.
The Government created the position of Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development who acts as a co-ordinating body for national minority issues.  A Council of the Slovak Republic’s Government on National Minorities and Ethnic Groups was established as a new initiative and co-ordination body of the Government for the field of state minority policy. Among its members are three representatives of Roma minority. A similarly oriented committee was set up within the National Council of the Slovak Republic („Parliament“ hereinafter) - Committee of the National Council of the Slovak Republic for Human Rights and National Minorities. That committee established as its advisory body The Commission on Roma minority rights, the members of this Commission are non-MPs.

3.
The Government appointed on 10 February 1999 JUDr. Vincent Danihel, a member of the Roma community, as Government’s Plenipotentiary for Roma Affairs. The Secretariat of the Plenipotentiary is part of the organisational structure of Office of the Government of the Slovak Republic. In June 1999 the Plenipotentiary’s Secretariat completed the document entitled „Strategy of the Government of the Slovak Republic for the Solution of Problems of the Roma Minority and Set of Measures for Its Implementation - Stage 1„. The document outlines systemic measures taken by the Government in such areas as education and instruction of the Roma ethnic group, promotion of Roma language and culture, unemployment, housing, social welfare of and healthcare for the Roma population. This document adopted by the Government at its extraordinary 27 September 1999 session is a key policy paper which sets the priorities in addressing the Roma issue at different levels. This document has been provided to Slovak embassies, consulates and missions, foreign partners as well as international organisations that deal with the Roma issue. The document has been well received in Slovakia as well as abroad, notably by Roma organisations. This indicates that the Strategy is based on the right conceptual approach.

4.
The Secretariat of the Plenipotentiary for Roma issues has been mapping problems faced by the Roma minority and co-operating with regional and district authorities. The Secretariat also organises meetings with professional working groups. Currently, the Secretariat is processing and evaluating approximately 300 projects, for instance a project of a Roma history text book for primary schools, a project on the human rights of Roma population in local governments in Slovakia, etc. The Secretariat also collects information about the conditions of applicants for asylum and assists in the repatriation of Roma to the Slovak Republic.

5.
On 10 July 1999, the Slovak Parliament adopted the Government's bill on the Use of Minority Languages. This Act No. 184 of 1999 came into effect on 1 September 1999. The main objective of this law is to lay down rules for the use of minority languages in official communications, including official communications in villages where a minority amounts to at least 20 per cent of the local population according to the latest census. On 25 August 1999, the Slovak Government adopted Regulation No. 221 of 1999, which provides a list of 656 villages where minorities amount to at least 20 per cent of local population. This list also contains 57 villages where the Roma minority meets the above-mentioned limit.

6.
On 4 August 1999, the Slovak Government discussed and approved document called "Status Report on the Roma issues" (which was issued as Regulation No. 644 of 4 August 1999) submitted by Deputy Prime Minister P. Csaky. The Government delegated several operational tasks to be implemented by the relevant ministries and the Plenipotentiary. Such tasks include tasks in the in areas of foreign and social affairs; meetings to be held with city managers and mayors in the towns facing Roma problems; meetings with local representatives of state administration in relation to the Strategy to deal with the Roma issues in the regions; meetings to be held with the representatives of Roma organisations and political parties, etc. Most of such tasks have already been implemented.

7.
On 27 September 1999 at its extraordinary meeting, the Slovak Government approved document "The Strategy of the Slovak Government to Address the Roma Issues and Related Set of Implementation Measures – Phase I". The Strategy outlines the Government's long-term and systemic approach to problems faced by the Roma minority, measures related to education and training, support for the Roma language and culture, housing, social and health care. The Government approved the Strategy as the key, background document specifying the priorities of dealing with the Roma issues at various levels (see also item 11).

8.
On 19-20 November 1999, an international roundtable conference "National Minorities Politics in Central and East Europe, Minorities and Stability in Europe" was held in the city of Bratislava under the auspices of Deputy Prime Minister  P. Csaky and Deputy Foreign Minister J. Figel. The roundtable conference was held in two sessions - 1st session "Legal and Institutional Aspects of the Application of the Council of Europe Conventions on National Minorities" and 2nd session "Assessment of Activity Co-ordination in Central and East Europe Dealing with the Roma Issues". 

The participants of this roundtable conference acknowledged the benefits of co-operation in the area of minorities' human rights, particularly the contributions of the Council of Europe, OSCE, V-4 and the efforts of Central and East Europe's Governments to establish necessary legal and institutional frameworks to ensure the equality of all citizens without discrimination on grounds ethnic origin, religion, colour, sex and status.

9.
On the occasion of the International Human Rights Day, a conference of the V-4 countries was held under the auspices of the Slovak President in the city of Bratislava on 10 December 1999. The conference was organised by the Slovak Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development. The Conference was split into two parts, one of them was chaired by the Slovak Government's Plenipotentiary for Roma Issues. Roma representatives of the V-4 countries actively participated at this session, which dealt with the issues of the Roma minority.

10.
On 6 April 2000, the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development issued the following statement in relation to 8 April, the International Roma Day:


„April 8 has been marked as Roma International Day since 1971 - when, with the participation of fourteen countries, the First Roma Congress took place in London. This is a day focusing our attention on the fact that about 7-8 million of Roma are estimated to live in Europe alone. This day reminds us first of all the necessity of supporting Roma in their societal and economic emancipation in accordance with their own values and ideals. It is evident today that the solution of the problems of coexistence of the majority and the Roma minority is an important question of wider European significance. It is a reality too that Slovakia is a multi-ethnic society where we must create an atmosphere of tolerance, mutual understanding and good neighbourly relations. The efforts of the government have been and will remain targeted on securing adequate educational, economic and social conditions in order to provide opportunities for every citizen of Slovakia to realise his/her identity, so that every person belonging to a minority community - including the populous Roma community - becomes an integral part of the present-day society. Therefore, on the occasion of the Roma International Day, the Government of the Slovak Republic reaffirms its commitment to take further specific steps to solve the difficult problems of our fellow Roma citizens in all spheres of our daily life“.

11.
On 3 May 2000, the Slovak Government discussed and approved Resolution No. 294 adopting document "The Strategy of the Slovak Government to Address the Roma Issues and Related Set of Implementation Measures for 2000 – Phase II", which was prepared by the Plenipotentiary for Roma Issues in co-operation with all ministries, regional administration, Roma civil associations and non-governmental organisations. The document outlines the 2nd phase of the Government's strategy in dealing with Roma issues. It is a set of particular tasks designed to implement the strategy of the Government in this area, which were adopted in Phase 1 of the Strategy. The tasks and measures indicated in the document are a result of efforts "from the bottom". They can be considered as realistic as there are funds already allocated to their implementation. The tasks delegated to the Foreign Affairs Ministry relate to human rights activities, presentation of Slovakia's minorities policy positive results abroad, support to a common approach of the Council of Europe to the Roma issues in Europe, implementation commitments with regard to UN control bodies, dealing with the issue in the V-4 grouping, as well as support to the presentation of Roma ensembles abroad.

The 2000 state budget allocates funds to implement the above-mentioned set of measures. Such funds will be part of funds allocated to ministries and regional state administration and will reflect a balance between the humane approach to the issue and funds available. Since 1989, this is the first document approved with funds allocated for its implementation. This approach makes the implementation of Government Resolution No. 821 of 8 September 1999 realistic and offers an opportunity to address these issues in an efficient way. The Strategy Phase II was allocated an amount of SKK 206 million. Let us mention a few examples of tasks to illustrate a wide range of measures envisaged by the Strategy Phase II: in the area of human rights - racially motivated crimes are to be investigated by specialist Police investigators; judges and civil servants are to undergo specialised training; the school system is to be modified to increase the success rate of Roma children and to put them on equal footing, specialised pre-school training is to be provided to Roma children in order to acquire necessary physical and mental skills (including language skills); in the area of housing – 920 flats are to be constructed in the Kosice region. The Plenipotentiary is responsible for the co-ordination of the above-mentioned measures. To make the Strategy a success, co-operation with Roma and non-Roma civil associations and non-governmental organisations is required. 

12.
On 3 May 3000, the Slovak Government approved Resolution No. 283 adopting "Action Plan to Prevent All Forms of Discrimination, Racism, Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism and Other Forms of Intolerance for the period of 2000-2001", which is Slovakia's contribution to the year 2000, the International Year to Combat Racism and Discrimination. The Action Plan focuses on education in the area of human rights and the prevention of all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, and other forms of intolerance. The Action Plan also sets up a Co-ordination Committee for the implementation of this Plan, which is chaired by Mr. P. Csaky, Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development. 

13.
In line with the Action Plan, the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development organised a National Conference to Combat Racism, Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism and Discrimination in the city of Bratislava. The National Conference was held under auspices of the President on 18 May 2000. It was attended by the members of the Cabinet, representatives of ministries, non-governmental organisations, independent experts as well as by representatives of the European Union member-states' embassies. The National Conference was Slovakia's preparation for and contribution to the World Conference against Racism (South Africa, September 2001), that will be preceded by the European Conference against Racism held by the Council of Europe, in Strasbourg, on 11-13 October 2000. 

The National Conference was split into 4 working groups in order to identify specific problems and propose solutions to address such problems. The main objective of the National Conference was to discuss latest efforts in fighting against discrimination, racism, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance in Slovakia, to strengthen the legal awareness of Slovak citizens of the efficient use of law in order to prevent the above-mentioned negative phenomena. The Conference also discussed the existing legislation, proposals for amendments as well as mechanisms other than legal ones. The National Conference adopted official resolutions that upon which the Central Government and its agencies may act to combat discrimination.

14. 
Government’s efforts in dealing with Roma issues are complemented also by those of the President of the Slovak Republic. During his official visit to the Czech Republic in July 1999, R. Schuster proposed to formulate a joint approach to deal with the issues of the Roma minority in both countries. Co-operation already started at the level of the Slovak Plenipotentiary for Roma Issues, Czech Inter-Ministerial Committee for Roma Issues, and the Czech Plenipotentiary for Human Rights. In November 1999, a 14-member Slovak-Czech co-ordination group was set up in Bratislava that deals with the co-existence between the majority populations and Roma minority in both countries. 

15.
 The Office of the Government’s Plenipotentiary of the Slovak Republic for Roma Affairs in cooperation with the High Commissionar on National Minorities (OSCE) on 14-16 June 2000 organized a conference „Roma in the OSCE area“ in which the representaives of the Roma from individual countries participated.

16. 
The delegation of the Slovak Republic consisting of the government members and the members of the Office of  the Government, attended  the meeting of the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and  Regional Development and of the Minister of  Construction and Regional Development, in Brussel, on 25-26 October 2000. Among other  issues, the Roma issue was also discused.

17.
The Slovak Republic signed on 4  November 2000 in Rome the Protocol No.12 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.

18.
The Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic organized on  27 - 28 November 2000 in cooperation  with civic associations Roma-Gemer from Roznava and Polnish Club from Bratislava a conference with an international participation “The Present  and the Perspectives of the Culture of National Minorities“. At this conference was introduced the „Information Material on the National Minorities Living in the Slovak Republic“ issued in Slovak and English language. This document represents relevant information on Roma culture.

19.
On 17. January 2001 the Government of the Slovak Republic approved the signature of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages and the Charter was signed, in the name of the Slovak Republic, on 20 February 2001 in the seat  of the Council of Europe in Strassbourg.


The Charter is an international framework treaty, which was adopted by the Council of Europe, aimed at the protection and promotion of regional or minority languages in the scope of education, judicial authorities, administrative authorities and public services, media, culture, economic and social life and transfrontier exchanges. Slovak Republic has chosen 9 languages, considering them regional and minority languages: Bulgarian, Czech, Croatian, Hungarian, German, Polish, Roma language, Ruthenian and Ukrainian, according to the article 3, paragraph  1 of the Charter. Slovak Republic has chosen 49 provisions for the Roma language.


The Slovak Government also has established the Council of the Slovak Republic´s Government  on  National Minorities and Ethnic Groups as a consultative body for issues of the Charter.

20. 
The Government of the Slovak Republic approved the use of  bilingual Slovak-Roma ballots in the cenzus carried out in May 2001. The Statistic Office of  the Slovak Republic in cooperation with the Human Rights and Minorities Section of the Government´s Office of the Slovak Republic, ensured  translation of the ballots and of the explanatory report. The  Council of the Slovak Republic’s Government on National Minorities and Ethnic Groups recommanded in its session on 13 February 2001 to the Government of the Slovak Republic to support the campaign „Claim your identity“ and the Government approved on 28 March 2001 this campaign to collect verifical statistical data in the process of the 2001 census through the use of national minority languages. In this connection the Office of the Government/ Section on human rights and national minorities in co-opereation with the Statistic Office of the Slovak Republic will promote also the projects of Inforoma - a Roma minority organisation - with a total amounth of 50 000 SKK.
21.
The Ministry of Construction and Regional Development of the Slovak Republic worked out a program on the basis of which the state provides the municipalities with a nonrefundable subvention for the building of  flats for the Roma families currently living in the settlements. The subventiom amounting 80% of the costs will be used for the building of  flats of so called different standard. The rest of the financial means (20%) can be lent by the municipality at adventageous interest.

22.
On 3 - 4 April 2001 was organized the seminar „Social Situation in Roma Settlments“ in Bratislava. In the seminar participated the experts from Roma nad other NGOs, Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic, Ministry of  Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic, National Labour Office, Local Labour Offices, Office of the Government’s Plenipotentiary for Roma Affairs, churches, World Bank, Local State Administration and Local Self-Govermental Bodies. The participants discussed the report of the experts „Social Situation in Roma Settlments“ in the Slovak Republic, which was sponsored by the World Bank.

Roma national minority and financial resources

23.
In the 1999 state budget the Government allocated a special portion amounting to SKK 15,000,000 to addressing Roma problems; the use of this amount is tied to the activities of the Government’s Plenipotentiary on Roma Affairs. In the 2000 state budget an amount of SKK 15 million has been allocated as a reserve for the Roma project implementation. The same amount was also allocated to support the social and cultural needs of the Roma community.

24.
In 1999, the Ministry of Culture allocated the amount of SKK 1,803,000 for promoting Roma minority culture, to be used to support cultural activities of 17 Roma civil associations. The Ministry financially supports 6 Roma periodicals. In 1999 the Ministry provided financial support to 2 publisher organisations for the publication of two non-periodical titles. In 1999, the Ministry also allocated SKK 4,449,000 for publishing Roma periodicals and SKK 150,000 for non-periodical publications.

The Ministry of Culture allocated SKK 2,728,980 in 2000 to support culture of the Roma minority. This amount is to be provided to 27 Roma non-governmental organisations that carry out specific projects. In the same year, an amount of SKK 2,843,000 was allocated to 5 Roma periodicals via 4 publishing houses. Non-periodical press was supported by SKK 483,000, which has been provided to 5 entities publishing 5 non-periodicals. (The total amount of SKK 6,054,980).

25.
The Government organised a clearing house of Roma projects at the Office of Government with the participation of non-governmental organisations, foundations and Roma entrepreneurs. The projects were implemented with the Government’s assistance during the second half of 1999. The Government also conducts an extensive PHARE-supported project at the Spiš region, and the SPOLU project carried out in co-operation with and supported by the Dutch government, aimed at addressing the housing situation of the Roma.

26.
On 18 August 1999 the Government approved assistance for 15 Roma projects amounting to a total of SKK 8,097,300. On 13 October 1999 the Government approved assistance for another Roma projects ammounting to a total of SKK 6,902,700. These projects were formulated by non-governmental organisations, self-governing authorities and the Office of Government’s Plenipotentiary on Roma Affairs.

27.
In line with its Policy Statement, the Slovak Government is committed to address problems faced by national minorities living in Slovakia. The Government's 2000 Agenda also includes the preparation of document "The Strategy of the Slovak Government to Address the Roma Issues and Related Set of Implementation Measures for 2000 – Phase II", the preparation of and support for specific projects dealing with Roma issues. The Secretariat of the Plenipotentiary for the Roma issues is responsible for the selection and assessment of Roma projects being implemented. For this purpose, the 2000 State Budget via section called General Treasury allocated SKK 15 million and via the Office of the Government another SKK 15 million to support Roma social and cultural needs. 

In order to improve the project selection and assessment transparency, the Secretariat of the Plenipotentiary has developed "Guidelines specifying requirements of applications for state budget subsidy and the preparation of projects to deal with Roma issues". The Guidelines have been provided to all regional and district state administration offices with a request to be co-operative and responsive to applicants. A Committee on the selection, approval, and assessment of project implementation was set up as an advisory body to the Plenipotentiary in dealing with Roma issues. The Plenipotentiary is the chairman of the Committee. Committee members are from the Secretariat of the Plenipotentiary, the Office of the Government, representatives of the regional offices in Kosice, Banska Bystrica and Presov, non-governmental organisations, universities and the Roma Business Association. In February 2000, the Secretariat of the Plenipotentiary registered 207 projects at a value of SKK 581 million estimated by applicants.


28. 
On 5 April 2000, the Slovak Government approved Resolution No. 222 adopting a proposal submitted by the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development and prepared by the Plenipotentiary for Roma Issues. The Resolution deals with the use of funds allocated in the 2000 State Budget, notably General Treasury - Reserve for Roma project implementation and support for social and cultural needs of the Roma community – Part I. The Government approved to support 56 projects at a value of SKK 10,057,150. 



On 6 July 2000, the Slovak Government approved Resolution No. 508 adopting a proposal submitted by the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development and prepared by the Plenipotentiary for Roma Issues. The Resolution deals with the use of funds allocated in the 2000 State Budget, notably General Treasury - Social and cultural needs of the Roma community – Part II. The Government approved to support 10 projects at a total value of SKK 2,305,000.


On 13 September 2000, the Slovak Government approved Resolution No. 711 adopting a proposal submitted by the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development and prepared by the Plenipotentiary for Roma Issues. The Resolution deals with the use of funds allocated in the 2000 State Budget, notably General Treasury - Reserve for Roma project implementation and support for social and cultural needs of the Roma community – Part III. The Government approved to support 13 projects at a total value of SKK 9,210,400. The allocation of remaining funds to other projects will be under consideration of the Government.


29.
The Government initiated elaboration of a project within Minority Tolerance Programme for 2000 and 2001 aimed at the solution of minority problems, in particular those of the Roma. The project will be financed from the PHARE funds (at the estimated level of funds of EURO 1.8 million).

30. 
The Government of the Slovak Republic co-ordinates the realisation of the project mprovement of the situation of the Roma in the Spiš region financed from the funds Pre-Ins Facility 1998. The project will be implemented by the end of year 2001 with an estimated budget of EURO 450,000. 


The project is in a phase of implementation from January 2001. Danish organization Dialogue Development after the signature of the contract with the Central Financial and Contact Unit and after the inicial meeting, which was organized by the Office of Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development - Section for Human Rights and Minorities, have begun their activities in the region.


Within the framework of the project the situation of the education of the Roma minority has been solved in pilot localities at the Spiš region. There are 10 kindergartens, which have been reconstructed from the PHARE resources and in which education in the relation mother and child is realised, further there are 5 established community centres, where a possibility for cultural and  social  meetings of Roma minority as well as the major population is offered, educational courses are organized etc.

31. 
Within the PHARE program of 1999 "Minority Tolerance Program" three sub-projects  are in the process of preparation. The first one is aimed at the training of 450 public-opinion-builders to tolerant treatment with minorities in the Slovak Republic, the second one is aimed at a massmedial campaigne and the last one is to be perpared in the field of  education in cooperation  with the Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic.


The tender for the realisation of the first sub-project „Training program for the representants of local sef-goverments and public-opinion-builders“ took place on 1 February 2001.

32. 
The Goverment has prepared PHARE project 2000 „Improvement of the situation of the Roma minority in the Slovak Republic", which can provide financial support for further  systematical steps in order to solve the problems of the Roma minority. Within the framework of this project a so called project "Fiche" was approved, which constitutes the main line  of this project and also a financial memorandum was approved  providing 3, 800,000 EURO from PHARE founds.


Decision was made to choose two  twinning partners  France and Sweden. Meetings were held, which made a basis for the arrangement and signature of twinning teraty. Within this project the beginning of a detailed alocation of separate activities was made.

33.
The Spanish Government is funding a grant for the Government of the Slovak Republic in the approximate amount of 2.35 million SKK in the form of technical assistance with the aim of strengthening the local governments in areas with high share of Roma population. In the second period there will be created a model village of slovak-spanish cooperation

34. 
 The Secretariat of the Plenipotentiary for Roma Affairs received a Grant for Capacity Building for Roma Office from the World Bank in the amount of USD 278,300 for building administrative capacity (training and education).

35.
The Development Bank of Council of Europe will provide a long-term loan for projects on social housing and basic infrastructure. The project will be co-financed by the Government of the Slovak Republic, and local governments of regions with high density of Roma population.

36.
The Government of the Slovak Republic mediated a grant of the Irish Government in the total value of EURO 10,630 for a primary school in Fi¾akovo, where 78 per cent of students are of Roma nationality.

37.
The Government of the Slovak Republic is preparing the minority Development Programme for 2001-2002 amounting to EURO 4,000,000 designed to fund additional systematic measures for the solution of Roma problems.

38.
 The Goverment approved on 8 December 2000  the Resolution Nr. 922, concerning the use of another financial means from the State budget for the year 2000 mentioned in the section  called General  Treasury -  reserve for projects for the solution of the problems and for the social and cultural needs of the Roma comunity part IV. This enabled  to strat the implementation  of another 21 projects for the Roma national  minority. The allocated amount

 is 8,427,450 SKK.  

39.
As a result of the reconstruction of some buildings located near by the Roma settlement the tensions decreased in the village Rudnany. Four Roma families, including 42 persons, were relocated from temporary housing in tents to the reconstructed buildings on 29 November 2000.

In the first half of  March 2001 there is a plan to hand in another 12 accomodation units. The reconstruction  of buildings, in wich mentioned units are situated, is provided with active working support of local Roma population.

40.
The Report on Lunik IX. was prepared, a suburb in Kosice, in which  mostly Roma inhabitants live (96%). This Report talks about creation of positive examples such as the Roma police, which has been extended from November of 17 members and shows significant results in the process of creating better and safer environment in this area. This report discusses  the employment of  350 persons in the field of community service job. Project was financed by the Slovak Government. An amount of 320 000 SKK was allocated for the Roma police, 220 000 SKK for the reconstruction  of demaged suburb (the reconstruction was providede by the local inhabitants) and 261 000 SKK were determined  for different activities for children and youth.

41.
 On 14 February 2001 Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development Pal Csaky once again met in Slovakia with Mr. D. Meganck, the leader of the Slovak group of European Commission, and discussed the possibilities of further planing of PHARE projects for national minorities in the Slovak Republic and possible allocation of PHARE financial resources for Roma minority. The same day working group met at the Delegation of the European Commission, in which the representants of relavant ministries participated and in the future they will cooperate in the planing and realisation of PHARE projects 2001.

42.
On 21.-23. February 2001 the Commissioner for enlargement of the  European Commission Gunter Verheugen accompaned by D. Meganck, the leader of the Slovak group of European Commission visited the Slovak Republic. In this time he met with many representatives of the Government, including the Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister for Economy, the Deputy Prime Minister for Eutropean Integration, the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development. The Commissioner visited together with the Prime Minister and the Plenipotentiary of the Slovak Government and other represantatives the suburb Luník IX, where a high number of Roma population lives, the Roma settlements Jarovce and Rudnany. Later, the Commissioner discussed received information and experiences from his visit among the Roma  minority on a working meeting with the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development. They also discussed the possibilities of further planning of PHARE projects for national minorities in the Slovak Republic and possible allocation of PHARE financial resources for Roma minority. The Commissioner G. Verheugen appreciated in connection with the visit of Roma settlements, the number of projects in order to improve the situation of Roma minority and the participation of the civic comunity aimed at creating better social conditions for the Roma minority.

43. 
The Government of the Slovak Republic approved on 7 March 2001 Resolution No. 214 adopting the Evaluation of the  "The Strategy of the Slovak Government to Address the Roma Issues and Related Set of Implementation Measures for 2000 – Phase I, actualized version". The Resolution deals with the use of funds allocated in the General Treasury - Social and cultural needs of the Roma community. The Government approved finacial support for projects, such as the project "Safe Luník IX." (450 000 SKK), in a total amount of 740 000 SKK.

Roma minority broadcasts in public service media

44.
The Department of National Minority Programmes of the Košice Studio of Slovak Television which has a Slovak-wide coverage produces a weekly minority programme for the Roma national minority.

45.
The Slovak radio’s broadcasts for Roma national minority in 1999 amount to a total of 26 hours, with 10 spoken hours and 16 hours of music.

Dialogue with the representatives of Roma national minority
46.
The official records of the Ministry of the Interior indicate that the Roma minority registered 114 civil associations and 15 political parties as at 1 March 2000. There are 4 foundations, 3 non-investment funds, and 1 non-profit organisation established by Roma community in the Slovak Republic. 

47. 
To gain a better insight into the most important problems of the Roma community and to find the best possible solutions, the Government conducts an on-going dialogue with the representatives of the community. Two roundtable discussions were held under the auspices of the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development. Participants of the Èilistov roundtable held on 16 March 1999 included the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities Max van der Stoel, representatives of embassies of European Union member states and the Visegrád Four countries, representatives of the Roma community, experts on Roma issues, representatives of political parties and heads of district authorities; the second roundtable discussion was held on 26 April 1999. The results of these meetings serve as background documents for the development of a comprehensive Government policy paper on the solution of Roma minority problems.

48.
The Government Plenipotentiary for Roma Affairs organised a roundtable with Roma entrepreneurs with the attendance of the Ministry of Employment, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic, the Association of Towns and Villages of the SR and various employers in order to improve the situation of employment among Roma minority representatives.

49.
On 14 November 2000, during the visit if Mr. Meganck in the Slovak Republic, the leaders of different Roma political parties had the opportunity to meet him and introduced to him their opinions and possible solutions of diffrent themes. In this meeting participated representants of the Office of the Government, namely of the Section for Human Rights and Minorities. 

Emigration of Slovak Republic’s citizens belonging to the Roma national minority
50.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a 27 July 1999 statement responding to an increase in the number of applications filed by the Slovak Roma requesting political asylum in the Scandinavian countries. It notes in the statement that „the Roma problem is not a specifically Slovak problem, although certain international reactions could create such an impression; it has a pan-European character and, consequently, its solution requires a pan-European approach. The Roma issue could be addressed also within the frame of the extraordinary summit of the European Council to be held October 1999 in Tampere, Finland, devoted to the issues connected with the third pillar of the EU. The summit should also lay the foundations for the re-evaluation of asylum system in certain European countries. The Slovak Republic will continue to respect the principles of the rule of law and of civil society and is determined to complete the building of an effective system of the protection of human rights along these lines. It will continue to foster a dialogue with the representatives of the Roma minority with the objective of formulating and speedily implementing a comprehensive solution to the Roma minority issue in Slovakia“.

51.
With regard to the European Council Summit that was held on 15-16 October 1999 in Tampere, the following should be acknowledged: The European Council Summit has significantly contributed to the resolution of asylum issues. During the Summit, a Common European Asylum System was drafted that is based on the full and inclusive implementation of the Geneva Convention. The formulation and implementation of a common standard for dealing with asylum seekers will give a better chance to establish a common asylum procedure applicable across the European Union. The above-mentioned indicates that the European Union has made progress in putting asylum shopping to an end.

52.
It is unacceptable to make a mechanical connection between Roma emigration and racial discrimination. Under the Constitution of the Slovak Republic all people are free and equal in dignity and rights, and the freedom of movement and residence is guaranteed. In their applications, the citizens of the Slovak Republic belonging to the Roma national minority often report problems with integration into the labour market and allege discrimination by the police or courts. The Roma exodus problem is not only a human rights issue, it is also a migration and asylum issue having strong social and economic ramifications.

53.
On 13-14 April 2000 Project on Ethnic Relations (PER) and ODIHR/OSCE organized a round-table „Roma and the Government in Slovakia: The Debate over Migration“. In this round-table participated the experts from the Roma and other NGOs, Human Rights and National Minorities Section of the Office of the Government of the Slovak Republic, Ministry of  Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, PER, UNHCR, International Organization for Migration, the Government´s Plenipotentiary for Roma Affairs and N. Gheorghe  - Adviser on Roma and Sinti issues (ODIHR/OSCE).

54. 
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) carried out the project „Program for the Repatriation and Consultive Support for Asylum Seekers from Czech Republic, Rumenia and Slovak Republic and those, who are timely living in Belgium, Finland and Holland“. The  project, which was finalized on 31 December 2000 and reviewed in January 2000, was aimed to bring the problems of  the migration closer to the delegating and receiving parties. IOM tries to provide the citizens, who leave Slovakia, with a dignified return to their home country. After the return they are provided with an advice service, through the office in Košice and external co-workers. This service is connected with the integration of asylum seekers into the society. (Slovak Republic succeeded in the repatriation of the highest amount of persons, 81%  from all, who were  repatriated).


The aim group of the new project IOM for the year 2001 „Strenghtening of the Cooperation among the member countries of the EU and the candidate countries of the Central and Eastern Europe in the field  of a return and reintegration of the asylum seekers“, is not only the group of aproximately 800 asylum seekers, but also already repatriated persons.  Hungary and Bulgaria and from the EU countries Ireland, will become a part of the program, as well.


IOM , through the foundation „Škola dokorán“ (School Wide Open), offers  help  for the refugee camps and provides training  for the social workers, district offices and also for the journalists, who are interested in the problem of the Roma minority migration, especially from the Eastern Slovakia..

55.
 The Government´s Plenipotentiary for Roma Affairs in cooperation with the organization Roma Gemer and in cooperation with the High Commissionar for Refugees UNO and the OSCE, organized on 9 October 2000  in Bratislava a workshop on the migration issue, for the state administration employees and for the NGOs.  The report on the reasons of the migration of the Roma population in the Slovak Republic was introduced during the workshop. As a result of this workshop the Final report of the project was prepared in cooperation with different NGOs aimed at Roma Affairs. This report was constituted solely by the Roma activists and is concentrated on the press monitoring, human rights problems, outdoor research, statistics, employment, labour market and legislative norms. 

Prevention against discrimination
56.
The sanctions imposed under criminal law against perpetrators of offences with racial and xenophobic motives and of racial discrimination acts are laid down in several provisions of the Criminal Code. The Ministry of the Interior has declared through its chief representatives its commitment to properly investigate racially motivated criminal offences. The Police Corps of the Slovak Republic („Police Corps“ hereinafter) attaches increased attention to the regions which have a potential for increased tensions connected with skinhead activities (e.g. by strengthening police patrols).

57.
Effective from the end of 1998 the Ministry of the Interior discontinued the practice of reporting ethnicity of the offender in crime records (and informing the public). Although the Police Corps is opened for the recruitment of ethnic Roma, their interest is relatively low. In the crime-suppression efforts of the Police Corps in relation to the Roma minority, police officers of Roma origin operating in the Roma settlements could play a very useful role because the inhabitants of the settlements would accept the positive role of such police officers more readily than that of non-Roma police officers.

58.
The Slovak Ministry of the Interior makes all efforts to implement tasks and measures to prevent racially motivated attacks. On 19 January 2000, the Slovak Government discussed a situation report on racially motivated attacks in the Slovak Republic, including measures implemented by the Police Corps to eliminate such crimes. The Ministry of the Interior prepared the situation report.

59.
The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities  and Regional Development organized a specialized workshop „The Observance and Protection of Basic Human Rights of the Minorities in the activities of bodies exercising the law.“ Besides the members of the Government of the Slovak Republic, the workshop was attended by the representatives of the Holland Police Institute, OSCE, Police Headquarters of the Slovak republic, the Director General of the Section of the Investigation and Criminal-Expertise activities of the Police Corps of the Slovak Republic, High Court of the Slovak Republic. The main goal of this workshop was to discuss the methods of a solution of the race motivated criminal acts by the police, the cooperation of the prosecuting authorities and the creation of positive public attitudes towards the minorities through public media.

60. 
The Government of the Slovak Republic provided by the resolution No. 117 approved on 7 February 2001 financial resources in an amount of 3000 USD for the Voluntary UNO found on the preparation of the Worlds Conference against Rasism, Race  Discrimination, Xenofobie and related Intolerance.
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