National Minorities in the Slovak Republic

The Slovak Republic is situated in a region in which the various national, ethnic and religious minorities have been mixing indefinitely throughout history. During its history, Slovakia - as a part of the former Austrian monarchy, since 1918 as a part of the former Czechoslovak Republic in the inter-war period and after 1945, and since 1993  as an independent state following the dissolution of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic -  has been a country of many nationalities. The minorities played an important role in developing the country´s economic life and in populating desert areas. 

In the following text Slovak Republic presents a brief report on the effective participation of persons belonging to national minorities in public affairs, in particular in the decision-making process on matters affecting them in the Slovak Republic, on their cultural life and education.

The Slovak Republic is fulfilling two key tasks through its minority policy: the creation of all necessary legal and practical conditions for securing the equality of all of its citizens without discrimination on the grounds of ethnic origin, including effective participation in public life and, at the same time, the creation of conditions for the full integration of all citizens into society while preserving and developing the cultural values of persons belonging to national minorities. This policy is based on valid relevant international and domestic legal documents.
In its minority policy, the SR proceeds in line with the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and on the basis of commitments concerning the protection of national minorities in United Nations conventions and declarations and in the documents of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, particularly the Copenhagen Document of 29 June 1990, in order to ensure the effective protection of national minorities and the rights and freedoms of persons belonging to those minorities within the rule of law, respecting the national sovereignty and territorial integrity of Slovakia.

The protection of the rights of persons belonging to national minorities is essential to stability, democratic security and peace in Europe. As a pluralist and genuinely democratic society, the Slovak Republic not only respects the ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity of each person belonging to a national minority, but also creates appropriate conditions enabling these persons to express, preserve and develop their own identity and fully participate in the life of the society. The Slovak Republic endeavours to create a climate of tolerance and dialogue between national minorities, the Government and the majority population, which is necessary to enable cultural diversity to be a source of enrichment for the society.

National Minorities in general

There is no legal definition of the term national minority in the SR's legislation at present. Equally, there is no formal system for the official recognition of national minorities. The existence of national minorities is based on the individual fundamental rights of persons belonging to national minorities enacted in the Constitution of the SR, other relevant domestic laws and international legal documents. Official statistics (the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic engages in demographic statistics in the SR) derived from censuses show that within the territory of the Slovak Republic besides the majority Slovak nation there are living 11 autochthonous national minorities. Principally there are no regions in the Slovak Republic resided by 100% of the national minority members (see also table No. 1). There are no other original ethnic groups or national minorities in Slovakia besides these national minorities.

Table No. 1

The structure of  national minorities in the Slovak Republic according to the last census from 1991 is stated in the following table.

National minorities
 Total number
%

Slovak

Hungarian

Roma


Bohemian

Ruthenian

Ukrainian

German

Moravian, Silesian

Croatian 

Jewish

Polish

Bulgarian

others
4,590,100

568,714

83,988

51,293

17,277

14,341

5,380

6,361

4,000

3,500

3,039

1,400

6,814
85.7

10.6

1.6

1

0.3

0.3

0.1

0.1

0.07

0.06

0.05

0.02

0.1

Total:
5,356,207
100.00

In addition, some ethnic groups were absorbed in the set of „other“ nationalities (e.g. Vietnamese). These groups do not even externally manifest a national minority. Nor can they be considered as migrants. Altough these minorities at present occupy a merely marginal position in the total demographics of the Slovak population, the older and the recent specialised literature adresses these groups.

I.  Effective participation of persons belonging to national minorities in public affairs, in particular in the decision-making process on matters  affecting them in the Slovak Republic.

Since its establishment on January 1st 1993 the Slovak Republic has joined all the most important international political and legal documents related to the observance and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms and the rights of persons belonging to national minorities. Since 1993, the sovereign Slovak Republic has also actively taken part in the preparation of other relevant documents at the United Nations, the Council of Europe, the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe and other international organisations and institutions. Equally, the Slovak Republic made a substantial contribution to the preparation and creation of the Framework Convention on the Protection of National Minorities, including its oversight mechanism. 

1. National legislation

Within the valid legal system of the Slovak Republic there are more than 30 legal norms (Acts of Parliament) that partially address the individual rights of the persons belonging to national minorities. 

Legal Protection - Comprehensive list of legal norms valid within the SR's legal system that partially address the individual rights of the persons belonging to national minorities. 

1. Constitutional Act No. 23/1991 Coll., which introduces the Charter of Fundamental Rights and Basic Freedoms (especially Articles 24, 25, 37)

2. The Constitution of the Slovak Republic (Articles 6, 12, 33, 34, 47)

3. Ministry of Foreign Affairs Decree No. 95/1974 Coll. concerning the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination

4. Ministry of Foreign Affairs Decree No. 120/1976 Coll. concerning the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

5. Act No. 468/1991 Coll. on the Operation of Radio and Television Broadcasting as amended by later regulations (section 9 paragraph 2 letter c/)
6. Act of the Slovak National Council No. 254/1991 Coll. on Slovak Television (section 3 paragraph 3 and section 6 letter j/)

7. Act of the Slovak National Council No. 255/1991 Coll. on Slovak Radio (section 6 letter d/)

8. Act of the Slovak National Council No. 36/1978 Coll. on Theaters as amended by Act of the Slovak National Council No. 115/1989 (section 31 letter f/)

9. Act No. 29/1984 Coll. on the Network of Primary and Secondary Schools as amended by later regulations (section 3 paragraph 1)

10. Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport Decree No. 293/1991 Coll. concerning the Schools Inspectorate (section 6 paragraph 1 letter e/)

11. Government of the Slovak Republic Ordinance No. 282/1994 Coll. on the Use of Textbooks and Classroom Texts

12. Ministry of Education Decree No. 280/1994 Coll. concerning private schools

13. Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 279/1993 Coll. on School Facilities as amended by later regulations

14. Ministry of Education Decree No. 353/1994 Coll. concerning pre-school facilities as amended by later regulations

15. Act of the Slovak National Council No. 542/1990 Coll. on State Administration in Education and Self-administration of Schools as amended by later regulations

16. Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health Decree No. 536/1990 Coll. concerning the establishment and operation of church schools

17. Government of the Slovak Republic Ordinance No. 113/1991 Coll. on the Provision of Subsidies to Private Schools from the State Budget

18. Association of Citizens Act No. 83/1990 Coll. as amended by later regulations (section 4 letter a/)

19. Right to Assembly Act No. 84/1990 Coll. as amended by Act No. 175/1990 Coll. (section 10 paragraph 1 letter a/)

20. Right to Petition Act No. 85/1990 Coll. (section 1 paragraph 4)

21. Act No. 256/1992 Coll. on the Protection of Personal Data in Information Systems (section 16)

22. Names and Surnames Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 300/1993 Coll. (section 2 paragraph 1, section 4 paragraph 4 and section 14)

23. Registers Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 154/1994 (section 16, section 19 paragraphs 3 and 5)

24. Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 191/1994 Coll. on Indication of Settlements in the Language of National Minorities (section 1 paragraph 1) 

25. Civil Procedure Act No. 99/1963 Coll. (section 18)

26. Civil Code No. 40/1964 Coll. as amended by later regulations

27. Criminal Court Proceedings Act No. 141/1961 Coll. (Criminal Procedure) (section 2 paragraph 14)

28. Criminal Code No. 140/1961 Coll. as amended by later regulations (section 196, 198 and 259)

29. Labor Code No. 65/1965 Coll. as amended by later regulations

30. Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 38/1993 Coll. on the Organization of the Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic, Proceedings Before it and the Position of its Judges as amended by Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 293/1995 Coll. (section 23)

31. Courts and Judges Act No. 335/1991 Coll. (section 7 paragraph 3)

32. Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport Decree No. 280/1991 Coll. concerning the completion of studies at secondary schools and the completion of preparation at apprentice schools as amended by later regulations (section 10).

33. Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 184/1999 Coll. on the Use of the Languages of the National Minorities

34. Government of the Slovak Republic Ordinance No. 221/1999 Coll.

The Constitution of the Slovak Republic enacts principles of equality and does not allow any form of discrimination against citizens. Citizens belonging to national minorities are above all equal citizens of the Slovak Republic. Everyone is given the right to freely choose his or her nationality, while any intervention into this decision and any forms of coercion aimed at assimilation are forbidden.
 The Slovak Republic's legislation guarantees citizens belonging to national minorities all rights to which the Slovak Republic has committed itself in relevant international and political documents. These rights can be applied either individually or in community with others.

Constitution of the Slovak Republic, Article 12:

(2) "Basic rights and freedoms on the territory of the Slovak Republic are guaranteed to everyone regardless of (...) affiliation to a nationality or ethnic group, (...). No one must be harmed, preferred or discriminated against on these grounds."

(3) "Everyone has the right to freely decide his nationality. Any influence on this decision and any form of coercion aimed at assimilation are prohibited."

Constitution of the SR, Article 24:

(2) "Everyone has the right to freely express his religion or faith on his own or together with others, privately or publicly, by means of divine and religious services, by observing religious rites, or by participating in the teaching of religion."

Constitution of the SR, Article 29:

(1) "The right to freely associate is guaranteed. Everyone has the right to associate with others in unions, societies, or other associations.

(2) Citizens have the right to establish political parties to associate in them..."
Constitution of the Slovak Republic, Article 30:

(1)  "Citizens have the right to participate in the administration of public affairs either directly or through the free election of their representatives."

(4) "Citizens have access to elected and other public posts under equal conditions."

Constitution of the Slovak Republic, Article 33:

"Membership of any national minority or ethnic group must not be to anyone's detriment."

Constitution of the Slovak Republic, Article 34:

(1) "The comprehensive development of citizens representing national minorities or ethnic groups in the Slovak Republic is guaranteed, particularly the right to develop their own culture, together with other members of the minority or ethnic group, disseminate and receive information in their mother tongues, associate in minority associations, and the right to create and maintain educational and cultural institutions. Details shall be laid down by law.

(2)  In addition to the right to master the state language, citizens belonging to national minorities or ethnic groups are also guaranteed, under conditions defined by law, the following:

a) right to education in their own language,

b) right to use their language in official communication,

c) right to participate in addressing matters concerning national minorities and ethnic groups.

Constitution of the Slovak Republic, Article 35:

(1) "Everyone has the right to a free choice of profession and to training for it, as well as the right to engage in entrepreneurial or other gainful activity."

The Slovak Parliament approved on 22 February 2001 amended Constitution of the Slovak Republic, which contains new amendments, modifications and adjustments as well as establishes some new legal institutions. The Constitution becomes effective on 1 July 2001 except for some provisions, which  will be effective from 1 January 2002. The establishment of the institution of ombudsman should be pointed out as one of the main amendments. The extend and the rules of procedure considering the work of ombudsman should be laid down by a relevant law. 

According to the amended Constitution every international conventions on human rights and fundamental freedoms ratified by the Slovak Republic and proclaimed as requested by law take precedence over the national legal regulations. In addition to this, there are other important provisions, many of them with a view to creating better conditions for integration in the European Union and NATO. 

On 10 July 1999, the Slovak Parliament adopted the Act on the Use of Minority Languages (see appendix No. 1). This Act No. 184 of 1999 came into effect on 1 September 1999. The main objective of this law is to lay down rules for the use of minority languages in official communications, including official communications in villages where a minority amounts to at least 20 per cent of the local population according to the latest census. On 25 August 1999, the Slovak Government adopted Regulation No. 221 of 1999, which provides a list of 656 villages where minorities amount to at least 20 per cent of local population. This Decree the list of the municipalities according to the Act No. 184/1999 Coll.: totally 656 consisting of 512 hungarian’s, 68 ruthenian’s, 57 romany’s, 18 ukrainian’s and 1 german municipality.There have been no complents or negative effects connected with the implementation of this Law untill now.

2.  Political Parties

After 1989, requirements for the right to freedom of assembly, association, speech, thought and religion were among the most requested and most expected. It is therefore natural that they are also included in the Constitution of the SR, as the fundamental conditions and prerequisite for the proper functioning of a democratic society governed by the rule of law, which Slovakia undoubtedly is. These basic political rights and freedoms are strictly observed in the SR and no serious attempts to breach them have been recorded so far. These rights and freedoms are also relevant for the assembly and association of persons belonging to national minorities and are fully applied by them. National minorities in Slovakia have rich political, social, religious and cultural lives, which are developed within numerous and active political parties, churches, cultural organizations, associations and unions. These activities result in the enrichment of the whole society, the mutual recognition of cultures of different nations, tolerance, comprehension and understanding.

Act No. 424/1991 Coll. on Association in Political Parties and Political Movements:

section 1 (1) "Citizens have the right to associate in political parties and political movements. The exercise of this right serves citizens for their participation in political life, especially in the forming of legislative bodies and local self-government bodies."

National minorities in Slovakia are active in political, social, religious and cultural life within numerous political parties, churches, cultural organisations, associations and unions. 

All citizens of the SR, including persons belonging the national minorities, are guaranteed the right to actively participate in the country's political life by the Constitution. For national minorities, this right is also secured through their active work in political parties based on the ethnic principle. Within the framework of the plural political system, along with other political parties, 23 national minority political parties are functioning in Slovakia. Of these, 4 political parties and movements associate citizens of Hungarian ethnic origin, 18 political parties and movements were established by citizens from the Romany minority - recently they have joint and have created one political union - and 1 political party associates citizens affiliated with Ruthenians and Ukrainians. The leaders of these entities reveal that, besides their basic goals, i.e. participation in the country's political life, particularly in the formation of the legislative body and local government bodies, they also aim to protect the rights and justified interests of the members of each minority.

3. Non-Governmental Organisations of National Minorities Registered at the Ministry of the Interior

Approximately there are 760 non-governmental organisations (NGO) in Slovakia. This number fluctuates because some of them cease to exist while new NGOs are being established. These organisations carry out a wide range of training, informational, educational and publication activities. They are funded by sponsors and from the state fund PRO SLOVAKIA
.

3.1. Associations
Association of Citizens Act No. 83/1990 Coll.

section 1 (1) "Citizens have the right to associate freely."

section 2 (1) "Citizens can establish clubs, societies, unions, movements and other civic associations, as well as trade unions, and associate in them."

With regard to unions, societies, clubs, or various civic interest associations, 287 national minority associations operate in Slovakia. Of these, 90 were associations of citizens with a Hungarian ethnic background, 166 Romany, 20 Ruthenian or Ukrainian, 4 German, 2 Croatian, 2 Czech, 1 Polish, 1 Moravian and 1 association of citizens of Bulgarian ethnic origin.

3.2. Foundations

Foundations Act No. 207/1996 Coll.: 

section 2 (2) "Foundations are legal entities. State bodies may interfere with their status and activities only within the limits specified by law."

section 7 (1) "Foundations can be established by a physical person or legal person."

In line with the Policy Statement of the Government of the SR of 2 December 1998, the Ministry of Culture carried out some changes in support for minority cultures (particularly in the manner of provision of funds), with the aim of ensuring objectivity and transparency in the provision of financial resources to members of national minorities from the state budget.

In the Slovak Republic there are 26 foundations established by persons belonging to Hungarian nationality, 4 foundations of persons belonging to Roma minority and 2 foundations of persons belonging to Ukrainian national minority (see table No. 2).

3.3. Non-investment funds

Non-investment Funds Act No. 147/1997 Coll.:
section 3 (1) "Funds can be established by a physical person or legal person."

In the area of non-investment funds, 14 funds have been set up by members of the Hungarian national minority and 1 fund by members of the Romany minority.

3.4. Non-profit organisations

Act No. 213/1997 Coll. on Non-profit Organisations Providing Generally Beneficial Services:

section 5 (1) "Non-profit organisations can be established by a physical person or legal person."

In the sphere of non-profit organisations providing generally beneficial services, 1 non-profit organisation has been established by members of the Hungarian national minority and 1 organisation operates for members of the Romany minority.

4. Direct and effective participation

As it was already mentioned above all citizens of the Slovak Republic, including persons belonging to national minorities, are guaranteed the right to actively participate in the country's political and public life by the Constitution of the Slovak Republic. For national minorities, this right is as well secured through their active work in political parties based on the ethnic principle. Members of the Hungarian minority have 15 political representatives in parliament (10%) and 3 ministers in the Government of the Slovak Republic. They are also represented in the leadership of the parliament through the Vice-Chairman of the Parliament, the Chairman of the Committee for Human Rights and National Minorities, the Chairman of the Committee for Finance, Budget and Currency, and the Vice-Chairman of the Healthcare Committee. Other MPs are members of other parliamentary committees. 

The Hungarian national minority participates in the Government by holding the post of Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development, and the posts of Minister for the Environment and Minister of Construction and Public Works. Such representation is a practical example of the responsible approach of the Slovak government to the question of inclusion and effective participation of its citizens claiming other than the Slovak ethnic origin of their ancestors in governing processes in their country Slovakia.

Representatives of other national minorities are not present in the National Council of the Slovak Republic (Parliament) because their political parties did not manage to attain the prescribed number of votes necessary for entry into the Slovakia's legislative body (5%) after the last parliamentary elections. (There are no reserved seats for minorities. Seats are occupied according to civil principle.) However, national minorities are represented at the local level as a result of elections to local administration bodies.

In the 1998 elections to municipal self-government bodies, 227 representatives of the Hungarian national minority acquired the office of mayor – of which 224 were candidates for the Hungarian Coalition Party and 3 were candidates for the Hungarian People’s Movement for Reconciliation and Prosperity. 6 elected mayors were candidates for the Romany Civic Initiative in the Slovak Republic.

Total number of 3841 members of the Hungarian national minority were elected as members of municipal councils, of which 3773 were candidates for the Hungarian Coalition Party and 68 were candidates for the Hungarian People’s Movement for Reconciliation and Prosperity. 86 elected members of municipal councils were candidates from the Romany minority, of which 80 were candidates of the Romany Civic Initiative in the Slovak Republic, 4 were candidates of the Romany Christian Democratic Movement in the Slovak Republic and 2 of the Democratic Movement of Roma in the Slovak Republic. 

Further persons belonging to national minorities have been elected as mayors and municipal council members as candidates of coalitions of various not ethnically based political parties.

At the state administration level, of the 79 heads of district offices, 7 heads of district are of Hungarian ethnic origin and 1 is of Ruthenian origin. 

5. Institutional mechanism

Parliamentary Committee for Human Rights and National Minorities

Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development

Plenipotentiary of the Government of the Slovak Republic for Roma Affairs

The Institute of Ombudsman set out in the amended Constitution of the Slovak Republic

Governmental Council on National Minorities and Ethnic Groups

Section of the Human Rights and Minorities of the Office of the Government of the Slovak Republic 

Section of the Minority Cultures of the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic

Department of National Minority Education of the Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic  

Slovak Commitee for Rights of Child

Department of Human Rights of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic
Parliamentary Committee for Human Rights and National Minorities (1) - as mentioned above, the head of this Committee is a person belonging to national minority. When the session of this Committee has a public character, anybody can be present there. Moreover, the representatives of national minorities are invited to the sessions in which to discuss minority-related issues. That committee established as its advisory body The Commission on Roma minority rights, the members of this Commission are non-MPs.

Roma National Minority - Plenipotentiary of the Government of the Slovak Republic for Roma Affairs (3). Government of the Slovak Republic pays special attention to Roma national minority in Slovakia. There has been created the post of the Governmental Plenipotentiary for Roma Affairs. The Secretariat of the Plenipotentiary is part of the organisational structure of Office of the Government of the Slovak Republic. The Plenipotentiary completed the document entitled „Strategy of the Government of the Slovak Republic for the Solution of Problems of the Roma Minority and Set of Measures for Its Implementation - Stage 1“, which has been prepared in co-operation with Roma and non-Roma NGOs. This document was adopted by the Government in September 1999 as a key policy paper which sets the priorities in addressing the Roma issue at different levels. The document outlines systemic measures taken by the Government in such areas as education of Romanies, promotion of Roma language and culture, unemployment, housing, social welfare of and healthcare for the Roma population. 

The document has been well received in Slovakia as well as abroad, notably by Roma organisations. This indicates that the Strategy is based on the right conceptual approach.

The Secretariat of the Plenipotentiary for Roma issues has been mapping problems faced by the Roma minority and co-operating with regional and district authorities. The Secretariat also organises meetings with professional working groups. Currently, the Secretariat is processing and evaluating approximately 600 projects aimed at improving the situation of the Roma community. The Secretariat also collects information about the conditions of applicants for asylum and assists in the repatriation of Roma to the Slovak Republic.

On 3 May 2000, the Slovak Government discussed and approved Resolution No. 294 adopting document "The Strategy of the Slovak Government to Address the Roma Issues and Related Set of Implementation Measures for 2000 – Phase II", which was prepared by the Plenipotentiary for Roma Issues in co-operation with all ministries, regional administration, Roma civil associations and non-governmental organisations. The document outlines the 2nd phase of the Government's strategy in dealing with Roma issues. It is a set of particular tasks designed to implement the strategy of the Government in this area, which were adopted in Phase 1 of the Strategy. The tasks and measures indicated in the document are a result of efforts "from the bottom". They can be considered as realistic as there are funds already allocated to their implementation. The tasks delegated to the Foreign Affairs Ministry relate to human rights activities, presentation of Slovakia's minorities policy positive results abroad, support to a common approach of the Council of Europe to the Roma issues in Europe, implementation commitments with regard to UN control bodies, dealing with the issue in the V-4 grouping, as well as support to the presentation of Roma ensembles abroad.

The 2000 state budget allocates funds to implement the above-mentioned set of measures. Such funds are part of funds allocated to ministries and regional state administration and will reflect a balance between the humane approach to the issue and funds available. Since 1989, this is the first document approved with funds allocated for its implementation. This approach makes the implementation of Government Resolution No. 821 of 8 September 1999 realistic and offers an opportunity to address these issues in an efficient way. The Strategy Phase II was allocated an amount of SKK 206 million. Let us mention a few examples of tasks to illustrate a wide range of measures envisaged by the Strategy Phase II: in the area of human rights - racially motivated crimes are to be investigated by specialist Police investigators; judges and civil servants are to undergo specialised training; the school system is to be modified to increase the success rate of Roma children and to put them on equal footing, specialised pre-school training is to be provided to Roma children in order to acquire necessary physical and mental skills (including language skills); in the area of housing – 920 flats are to be constructed in the Kosice region. The Plenipotentiary is responsible for the co-ordination of the above-mentioned measures. To make the Strategy a success, co-operation with Roma and non-Roma civil associations and non-governmental organisations is required. 

Governmental Council on National Minorities and Ethnic Groups (5) - is an advisory body of the Government of the Slovak Republic regarding issues related to national minorities. The main functions of the Board are:

-to discuss and prepare its statements and reports on situation and conditions for living of the persons belonging to national minorities and ethnic groups and submit these statements  to the Government, 

- to propose and recommend the solving of the issues regarding to the persons belonging to the national minorities and ethnic groups to the Government,

- to prepare its statements to the drafts of the legal acts, which are in relation to the persons belonging to national minorities and submits these statements to the Government.

The members of the council are representatives of all eleven national minorities in Slovakia, the officials of state departments and the Commissioner of the Government of the Slovak Republic for the Roma Affairs. The head of the Council is Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, Minorities and Regional Development (2).  The vice-chairman is a Minister of Culture.

There is one representative for every national  minority living in Slovakia, except the Hungarians who have three representatives and the  Romanies who have two representatives in the council. These representatives are chosen by unions, societies, clubs, or associations of national minorities on their own. For the sessions of the council is also invited one MP who is selected by the Parliamentary Committee on Human Rights and National Minorities and belongs to national minority. 

Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic (7) - Minority Cultures Section, Expert Commission and Subcommissions for the Assessment of Minority Culture Projects

In the cultural sphere, members of national minorities participate in the decision-making process in matters related to them through advisory and executive bodies at the Ministry of Culture. The issue of national minority culture in the Slovak Republic primarily falls under the scope of the Ministry of Culture, which has established a special unit for this purpose – the Minority Cultures Section. The head of this Section is a person belonging to national minority. 

Expert Commission and Subcommissions for the Assessment of Minority Culture Projects - was set up by the Minister of Culture. This commission consists of 19 representatives of national minorities with the following structure: 5 representatives of the Hungarian national minority, 3 representatives of the Romany minority, 2 representatives of the Bohemian national minority, and one representative of each the Ruthenian, Ukrainian, German, Croatian, Bulgarian, Polish, Jewish, Moravian and Russian.
 This commission's role is to determine the amount of finance from the total resources approved by the Parliament for the development of minority cultures and its division among 11 minority cultures (for the publication of periodical and non-periodical press and for the organisation of cultural activities)
. The expert commission may establish its sub-commissions to assess the particular projects for the development of relevant minority cultures and propose the amount of finance for selected projects (from the budget of the Ministry of Culture). For each national minority there was set out a special commission.

Ministry of Education - Department of National Minority Education (8)

In the sphere of education, members of national minorities participate in the decision-making process in matters related to them through the Department of National Minority Education at the Ministry of Education, which participate in the preparing of materials for the Governmental Board on National Minorities and Ethnic Groups and co-operates with this body.(5).

6. Inter-Governmental Commissions on National Minorities

1. Based on Treaty on Good Neighbourhood and Friendly Co-operation between Slovak Republic and Hungary Republic the Slovak - Hungarian Commission on National Minority was established. Among members of the Slovak part of this Commission are also persons belonging to Hungarian minority.

2. Based on Treaty on Good Neighbourhood, Friendly Relations and Co-operation between Slovak Republic and Ukraine the Slovak - Ukrainian Commission on  National Minorities, School, Cultural and Scientific Relations was established. Member of the Slovak part of the Commission is also a representative of the Ukrainian minority living in Slovakia.

3. Based on Treaty between the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic and the Federal Republic of Germany on Good Neighborliness and Friendly Co-operation - German Commission for the Issues of Bilateral Co-operation in the area of Culture, Education and Science was established.
Relevant International Commitments and the Oversight Mechanism

The commitments of the Slovak Republic in this area arise in particular from the following international norms.

1. Copenhagen Document of the Conference on European Security and Co-operation of 1990

UN Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities of 1992

3. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Culrural  Rights of 1966

 International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination of 1965

Framework Convention of the Council of Europe for the Protection of National Minorities of 1995

Treaty on Good Neighborliness and Friendly Co-operation between the Slovak Republic and the Republic of Hungary of 1995 (Recommendation of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe No. 1201 forms a part of this Treaty)

Treaty between the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic and the Republic of Poland on Good    Neighborliness, Solidarity and Friendly Co-operation of 1991

Treaty between the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic and the Federal Republic of Germany on Good Neighborliness and Friendly Co-operation

10. Treaty between the Slovak Republic and the Czech Republic on Good Neighborliness, Friendly  Relations and Co-operation

11. Treaty on Good Neighborliness, Friendly Relations and Co-operation between the Slovak Republic and the Ukraine

On 17. January 2001 the Government of the Slovak Republic approved the signature of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages and the Charter was signed, in the name of the Slovak Republic, on 20 February 2001 in the seat  of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg.

The Charter is an international framework treaty, which was adopted by the Council of Europe, aimed at the protection and promotion of regional or minority languages in the scope of education, judicial authorities, administrative authorities and public services, media, culture, economic and social life and transfrontier exchanges. Slovak Republic has chosen 9 languages, considering them regional and minority languages: Bulgarian, Czech, Croatian, Hungarian, German, Polish, Roma language, Ruthenian and Ukrainian, according to the article 3, paragraph  1 of the Charter.

The Slovak Government also has established the Council of the Slovak Republic´s Government  on  National Minorities and Ethnic Groups as a consultative body for issues of the Charter.

The Slovak Republic as a State party to the Framework Convention of the Council of Europe for the Protection of National Minorities submitted the Report on the Implementation of mentioned convention in the Slovak Republic to the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on 4 May 1999, later the Slovak Republic submitted the Reply of the Slovak Republic to the list of questions submitted by the Advisory Committee of the framework convention. The Advisory Committee visited the Slovak Republic from 28 February  to 2 March 2000. On 22 September 2000 the Advisory Committee adopted the Opinion on Slovakia
, which is now in the process of consideration in the Committee of Ministers.

 The Council of Europe decided to finish the monitoring of the Slovak Republic in the field of human rights and in the concerned Council of Europe report in September 1999 described the Slovak Republic as a democratic and safe country without any discrimination of national minorities. The Committee on Monitoring of the Council of Europe iniciated the beginning of the post-monitoring dialogue with the Slovak Republic in Dcember 2001.

The Slovak Republic signed on 4  November 2000 in Rome the Protocol No.12 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, which contains general anti-discrimination clausule.

II. Culture of persons belonging to national minorities
1. The Creation of Conditions for the Maintenance and Development of Minorities' Cultural Heritage through State Support of their Culture

Individual national minorities have a rich and constantly developing cultural life in the conditions of the SR, which manifests itself in the existence of minority cultural unions. Organisations freely, independently and actively co-ordinate the work of numerous vital artistic ensembles and groups and a varied range of various unique and valuable educational, cultural and artistic events. The wide spectrum of interesting voluntary social activities is completed by professional minority theatres, professional singing and dance groups, minority publishers, museums, national minority periodical and non-periodical press, and so on.

The issue of national minority culture in the SR primarily falls under the scope of the Ministry of Culture, which has established a special unit for this purpose – the Minority Cultures Section. Issues of religion are also under the responsibility of this Ministry. The co-ordinating body for national minority issues is the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, National Minorities and Regional Development (See also page 9).

The creation of conditions for members of national minorities to maintain their identity, mother tongue and culture is carried out through the culture sector and regional state administration offices on several levels:

1. provision of funds for the organisation of cultural activities of national minorities
2. provision of funds for the publication of periodical and non-periodical press
financing of the institutional sphere (theatres, museums, professional ensembles). Pursuant to Act No. 222/96, these cultural establishments are financed from the budgets of regional state administration offices.

Massmedia

The access of persons belonging to national minorities to the media as  one of modern means and guarantees of effective participation in the political, social, cultural etc. life of comunity is guaranteed by legislation (No. 308/2000 Coll. on Broadcasting and Retransmission, Slovak Radio Act No. 255/1991 Coll., Slovak Television Act No. 254/1991 Coll.) and applied in practice. In Slovakia, public radio and television provide broadcasts in languages of national minorities. At present, Slovak Radio and Slovak Television broadcast in Hungarian, Ukrainian, Ruthenian, German and Romany. On the territory of the Slovak Republic, it is also possible to receive radio and television signals from a number of television and radio stations (both public and private) from neighboring countries.  

A Hungarian Programme Centre established within the Slovak Television Bratislava, started to broadcast on 1 April 1999. 

Table No. 2

Allocation of Funds for National Minorities and Minorities for the Year 2000 
From the specific transfer from the budget of the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic 

Nationality
Cultural Activities
%
Periodical
%
Non- 

-Periodical
%
Total

SKK 
%

Hungarian
9 631 000
48,1
6 543 000
40,1
6 840 000
71,4
23 014 000
50

Roma

2 728 980
13,6
2 843 000
17,4 
483 000
5,0
6 054 980 
13,2

Bohemian
981 700
4,9
1 100 000
6,7
-
-
2 081 700
4,5

Ruthenian
647 000
3,2
1 573 000
9,7
170 000
1,8
2 390 000
5,2

Ukrainian
715 000
3,6
1 540 000
9,4
243 000
2,5
2 498 000
5,4

Moravian
590 000
2,9
400 000
2,5
-
-
990 000
2,2

German
1 267 500
6,3
800 000
4,9
-
-
2 067 500
4,5

Croatian
965 000
4,8
-
-
355 000
3,7
1 320 000
2,9

Bulgarian
500 000
2,5
400 000
2,5
-
-
900 000
2,0

Jewish 
210 000
1,0
70 000
0,4
1 500 000
15,6
1 780 000
3,9

Polish
610 000
3,0
220 000
1,3
-
-
830 000
1,8

Russian
180 000
0,9
400 000
2.5
-
-
580 000
1,3

Others
987 350
4,9
408 650
2,5
-
-
1 387 000
3,0

Total
20 004 530
100
16 297 650
100
9 591 000
100
45 893 180
100

A National Minority Council set up within the Slovak Television Košice on 22 January 1999 co-ordinate the broadcasting of programmes for other national minorities in all television studios.

In 1999 minority language broadcasting has gone through two stages: until April 1999, a 30-minute weekly programme was broadcast alternatively for the Hungarian minority (3 times a month), for the Ruthenian and Ukrainian minorities (2 times in a quarter) and the German minority (once in a quarter). Programmes  for the Roma minority were broadcast at different times. A new broadcasting structure was introduced on 1 April 1999. It includes separate broadcasting time for the Hungarian news bulletin called Hírek (Monday through Friday on STV 2) throughout the year with the exception of the summer season. Also finalised has been the concept of broadcasting for other minorities, the reruns of minority programmes are shown on Wednesdays (STV2). In addition, Spiritual Life Programme Centre prepares a 30-minute monthly programme Deloreskere èhave (God´s Children) in the Roma language. A project of a series of television programmes on Roma minority issues in Slovakia is under preparation.

Under Act of the Slovak National Council No. 255/1991 Coll. The Slovak Radio secures the implementation of interests of national minorities and ethnic groups living in Slovakia through broadcasting programmes in their tongues. Chief editors of the Slovak Radio´s Hungarian Department and of the Prešov Minority and Ethnic Broadcasting are full-time members of the Board of Directors and of the Programme Council, they take a part in the formulation of the concept and dramaturgy of programmes for minorities and ethnic groups. The breakdown of the Slovak Radio´s broadcasting for national minorities and ethnic groups in 1999 was as follows (in hours):

broadcasting for Hungarian listeners-a total of 2367 hours

broadcasting for Ruthenian and Ukrainian listeners-a total of 671 hours

broadcasting for Roma listeners-a total of 26 hours

broadcasting for German listeners-a total of 26 hours

On 1 January 2000 the Slovak Radio introduced also programmes for the Polish national minority (1 hour a week) and the Czech national minority (1 hour a week).

The breakdown of the Slovak Radio´s broadcasting for national minorities and ethnic groups in 2000 was as follows (in hours):

broadcasting for Hungarian listeners-a total of 2 420 hours

broadcasting for Ruthenian and Ukrainian listeners-a total of 706,6 hours

broadcasting for Roma listeners-a total of 32,3 hours

broadcasting for German listeners-a total of 26 hours

broadcasting for Bohemian listeners-a total of 6,5 hours

broadcasting for Polish listeners-a total of 6 hours

Table No. 3
  The breakdown of broadcasting of minority programmes in 2000
Nationality
Slovak Television 

(hours)
Slovak Radio

 (hours)                            

Hungarian
60 
45

Roma
16,9  
0,5

Bohemian
7,4
0,5

Ukrainian
4,2  
13,5

Ruthenian
4,6  
13,5

Polish
1,9  
 0,5

Jewish
1,7


German
1,9  
0,5

Bulgarian
0,9


Multinational magazine
6,5




3. Religion
Issues of religion fall under the responsibility of the Ministry of Culture. The co-ordinating body for national minority issues is the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights, National Minorities and Regional Development. Besides Article 12 of the Constitution of the SR, which states that all people are free in dignity and rights and that fundamental rights and freedoms are guaranteed to everyone regardless of colour of skin, sex, affiliation to a nationality, language, faith, social origin, and so on, there is no special law in the SR that expresses the general policy of integration. However, this clearly arises from the above key goals of minority policy. 

Roman Catholic

Information provided by the individual churches show that in Roman Catholic dioceses the percentage representation of clergy claiming membership of the Hungarian national minority are as follows: 13.1% in the Bratislava-Trnava archdiocese, 0,8% in the Nitra diocese, 11,01% in the Rožňava diocese and 7.1% in the Košice archdiocese in 2001. 

The percentage representation of clergy claiming membership of the Polish national minority are as follows: 7,7% in the Banská Bystrica diocese, 1,8% in Nitra diocese, 2,8% in Spišská Nová Ves diocese, 0,85% in the Rožňava diocese. 

The percentage representation of clergy claiming membership of the German national minority are as follows: 2,54% in the Rožňava diocese.

Evangelical Church

As regards the Evangelical Church (Augsburg Confession), in the western and eastern districts of Slovakia, that cover all the country, the equivalent figure is 1.3% for the western and 0.8% for the eastern.

3.3. Greek Catholic Church

In the Prešov diocese of the Greek Catholic Church, there are 0,05% of clergy of Hungarian ethnic origin, 7% of clergy of Ruthenian ethnic origin, 4% of clergy of Ukrainian ethnic origin, 0,05% of clergy of Bohemian ethnic origin.

In the Košice diocese of the Greek Catholic Church, there are 9,8% of clergy of Hungarian ethnic origin, 2,9% of clergy of the Ruthenian ethnic origin.

3.4. Reformed Christian Church
In the Reformed Christian Church in Slovakia, which is active mainly in the southern regions of Slovakia, the proportion of clergy of Hungarian ethnic background is 86,1% in 2001.

Methodist Church

The percentage representation of clergy of Methodist Church claiming membership of the Ukrainian national minority are as follows: 11,1% and 2,2% of clergy of Yugoslavian Federative Republik national minority.

Baptist Church

The percentage representation of clergy of Baptist Church claiming membership of the Hungarian national minority is 20%.

3.7. Reformed Christian church 

One specific phenomenon should be pointed out as regards the religious needs of persons belonging to national minorities: the Reformed Christian church, in which believers professing to be Calvinist are organized. Of the total number of 82,545 Calvinists in Slovakia, 64,533 are persons of Hungarian ethnic origin. This is therefore a prevailingly Hungarian church organization. In 1993, there were 145 clergymen in the church, i.e. 1 clergyman per 586 worshipers (for comparison there is 1 clergyman per 913 worshipers in the Greek Catholic church, 1 per 1144 in the Evangelical church and 1 per 2113 in the Roman Catholic church). The church has a publishing company ("KALVIN") and publishes the monthlies "Kalvinista szemle" and "Kalvínske hlasy".

It must be stressed that individual organisational units of the church consider as ethnically mixed territories only those parishes in which, apart from the Slovak language, the language of national minorities is used in services, or where the language of minorities is used exclusively. In areas defined in this manner, the percentages of services in the Hungarian language are as follows: 71.4% in the Bratislava-Trnava archdiocese, 41.4% in the Nitra diocese, 40.6% in the Rožňava diocese, 35.5% in the Košice archdiocese, 54.5% in the western district of the Evangelical church (Augsburg Confession), 18.1% in the eastern district of the Evangelical church (Augsburg Confession), 82.6% in the Prešov diocese of the Greek Orthodox church and 75.5% in the Reformed Christian church. The Orthodox church uses Old Church Slavonic as the language of service.

IV.  Education of persons belonging to the national minorities

A crucial factor in the participation in the cultural, political, social and economical life in the community is the quality of received education - persons belonging to national minorities have adequate opportunities for being  taught the minority language or for receiving instructions in this language. The right to education in national minority languages was enacted in the Constitution of the SR and in the Schools Act - Act No. 5/1999 Coll. amending Act No. 29/1984 Coll. on the Network of Primary and Secondary Schools (the Schools Act) as amended by later regulations, amending State Language of the Slovak Republic Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 270/1995 Coll. and amending Act of the Slovak National Council No. 542/1990 Coll. on State Administration in Education and Self-administration of Schools as amended by later regulations.

The Schools Act - Act No. 5/1999 Coll.:
Article III, section 11 (2) "School reports for students of primary schools and students of secondary schools are issued in the state language. Students of primary schools and students of secondary schools in which a national minority language is the language of instruction are issued bilingual school reports, in the state language and in the language of the relevant national minority."

Article III, section 11a (1) "Pedagogical documentation at primary and secondary schools is kept in the state language. At schools where a national minority language is the language of instruction, the pedagogical documentation is bilingual, in the state language and in the language of the relevant national minority."

Act No. 217/1999 Coll. on pedagogical documentation  entered into effect 1. September 1999.

Article 2 section 2: Pedagogical documentation is e.g.:

educational plans,

educational syllabus,

educational standards,

plan of the school’s activities,

class books,

protocols of school leaving exams and other exams.

The Slovak training and education network, of which schools with minority languages as the language of instruction and where minority languages are taught form a part, includes all levels of education in the mother tongue of minorities: from nursery schools to universities. One of the goals of education of, for instance, Romany children and students is the gradual modification of values within Romany families so that education becomes an accepted value and precondition for resolving social, cultural and economic problems, with support from the Roma themselves.

One of the aims of the Ministry of Education is to stabilise and renew the operation of nursery schools, particularly in settlements with a high concentration of Romany children, with an emphasis on their education in the Slovak language and                                                                                                                                      the creation of conditions for training 5-6 year old children and children with postponed school attendance, using all available forms for their preparation for entry into primary schools.

In line with section 14 (1) of Ministry of Education Decree No. 353/1994 Coll. as amended by Decree No. 81/1997 Coll. concerning pre-school facilities, the monthly benefit for nursery school attendance for children who had reached the age of 5 was abolished. A "Škola dokorán" (School Open-wide) Foundation project, which is being tested at nursery schools in the SR, is aimed at the verification of such methods and organisational forms of work, in which, besides concentration on the child, close co-operation with parents and their direct participation in educational activities at nursery schools are reinforced. 

Co-operation between nursery schools and families eliminates the fear of school that some children from the Romany community have. Following the children's move to primary schools, the "Škola dokorán" project also continues at primary schools in the SR, especially in areas with a higher concentration of Romany children and children from a less stimulating environment. The education of Romany students is carried out in normal primary school classes. Students with specific educational needs can, beginning from the 1998/99 school year, attend "specialised classes" in the first and second year of primary school, which focus on the specific educational needs of pupils with an emphasis on the development of their communication skills and reinforcement of their knowledge of the state language. The State Pedagogical Institute in Bratislava became the expert co-ordinator of the education of this group of pupils. 

Preparatory classes started to be opened in the 1996/97 school year for children coming from socially disadvantaged and neglected environment, to help them overcome the language barrier, using the Roma language as an auxiliary and support language. These classes are being opened, conditions in the districts permitting, in the regions of Slovakia characterised by a high Roma concentration. Since the applicable legislation had not provided for launching this type of supporting educational programmes, the Ministry of Education based its actions in the 1998/99 school year on the valid 1985 Regulation on Elementary Schools; Section 4 of the Regulation provides for setting up specialised classes. The Ministry of Education entrusted the State Pedagogical Institute in 1998 with the task of drawing up a project on experimental verification of preparatory classes at elementary schools for children coming from socially and linguistically disadvantaged environment. The project has received approval and, starting 1 September 1999, is being implemented in 68 elementary schools with 1175 pupils in 89 classes. Five of these elementary schools are schools providing instruction in the Hungarian language.

Preparatory classes are opened for children who, by 1 September of the calendar year, have reached the compulsory school attendance age and whose entry to school would be normally deferred because of the results of their examination by educational psychologists and experts on special education. These children have not passed through kindergarten education and, considering their age and social environment, have a diminished chance to successfully cope with the requirements of the 1st year of elementary school.

In view of the above, most children attending preparatory classes are of Roma origin; this fact is also reflected in the subject matter covered by these classes. Because under Article 12 of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic the decision on one’s national origin is a matter of individual choice by all the citizens of the Slovak Republic, we are unable to provide the data on the proportions of persons belonging to national minorities in the preparatory classes.

To support the reinforcement of knowledge of the Slovak language – as the state language in the Slovak Republic – the Ministry of Education has passed and secured the publication of a spelling book in the Romany and Slovak languages for the 1st and 2nd year of primary and special schools and a reading book in the Romany-Slovak language for primary school pupils. In 1995, the textbook "Amari abeceda – Naša abeceda" (Amari Alphabet – Our Alphabet) was approved and published for 3rd and 4th year primary school pupils. Students from the Romany minority who meet the conditions for further study at secondary schools can study at any secondary school in the SR. Conditions were created specially for Romany students to study at the Secondary Pedagogical School in Levoèa, Secondary School of Arts in Košice and Conservatory in Košice. The Ministry of Education, in co-operation with the Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Family, started the experimental testing of 3-year Construction Work courses on 1.9.1998. The students – prevailingly Roma – acquire a certain level of qualification in carpentry, painting and tinsmithery after each completed year.

The Construction Work courses are being tested at apprentice schools that fall under regional state administration offices in Trnava, Nitra, Bratislava, Banská Bystrica, Košice and Prešov. Students of apprentice schools with a 2-year course of study and with adjusted syllabi are being prepared for those occupations that are required in the labour market of the given region. Another attempt to seek further solutions for an increase in the Romany population's standard of education and its full integration into society is the implementation of a project called “the Educational Centre for the Development of the Romany Minority in the Slovak Republic“. The expert co-ordination of this project is carried out by the State Vocational Training Institute, which will monitor and evaluate the standard of training and educational activities. At present, this project is in the preparatory stage.

In order to decrease the high number of unqualified teachers in primary schools, the Romany Culture Department of the Nitra Pedagogical University (now called the University of Constantine Philosopher) established a separate department in Spišská Nová Ves in the 1995/96 academic year. Under the co-ordination of the Romany Culture Department, this department secures, inter alia, the study of non-teaching subjects "Social and Educational Work" focused on Romany culture and training courses for young Romany women and unemployed Roma.

The preparation of qualified teachers secures the University Komenský in Bratislava for hungarian language, the University of Constantine Philosopher in Nitra for hungarian, romany and german language
, the University in Prešov for ukrainian and ruthenian language.

All schools where the language of instruction is a national minority language are staffed with qualified teachers, whose professional growth and qualification is secured by legislation through various forms of training at the level of the State Pedagogical Institute in Bratislava and methodical centres in the SR.

Textbooks for all types of primary and secondary schools are purchased from the Ministry of Education budget. No special funds for the needs of schools with a minority language as the language of instruction are excluded. Textbooks and exercise books for schools with a minority language as the language of instruction are continuously approved, published and distributed to schools. Besides the purchase of new textbooks, the purchase of reprints of textbooks according to the requirements and financial possibilities of the sector is secured with the aim of completing textbook resources.


In line with valid legal regulations and on the basis of requests from individual founders, the Ministry of Education has gradually included the following private schools for students belonging to national minorities into the network of schools in the SR (data are for the 1998/99 school year): 1 private gymnasium with Hungarian as the language of instruction, 2 private secondary vocational schools under joint administration that include classes with Hungarian as the language of instruction, 3 private secondary apprentice schools with Hungarian as the language of instruction and 2 private secondary vocational schools under joint administration that include classes with Hungarian as the language of instruction, with a total number of 1918 students.

In general, pursuant to the above Conditions for the Provision of Funds to Private Schools, the state participates financially through the budgets of individual regions in the SR. Part V.: "The Ministry of Education shall determine the amount of funds to be provided to a private school on the basis of a percentage of average operational expenses in state schools of a comparable nature and type and the determined methodology for the distribution of state budgetary resources among private schools."

At present, depending on the specific characteristics of individual minorities in the SR, the state and the intensity of their national awareness, as well as tradition, the education of national minorities takes place at:

schools with a minority language as the language of instruction, where all subjects are taught in the mother tongue of minorities and the state language is taught as a compulsory subject – schools with Hungarian as the language of instruction, mostly primary schools and gymnasium

schools with a minority language as the language of instruction, where only some subjects are taught in the mother tongue of minorities and some in the state language – schools with Ukrainian and German as the language of instruction,

schools where a minority language is taught, where the Mother Tongue and Literature are taught in the mother tongue of minorities on the basis of requirements from parents and all other subjects are taught in the state language – schools with Ukrainian, Ruthenian and German as the language of instruction.

The following national minority languages are taught in the SR in the following types of schools:

1. Hungarian:

nursery schools (state, church);

primary schools (state, church);

secondary schools: gymnasium (state, private, church);

secondary vocational schools (state, private);

secondary apprentice schools (state, private);

special schools – for the physically and mentally disabled (nursery schools, special primary schools, special residential schools, hospital primary schools, assistance schools, residential primary school for the hearing impaired, apprentice schools);

universities (state) – University of Constantine Philosopher Nitra, Comenius University Bratislava;

2. Ukrainian:

nursery schools;

primary schools;

gymnasium, secondary vocational schools;

university (Pedagogical University Prešov) – all state schools;

3. German:

nursery school;

primary schools (German as the mother tongue – from the 1993/94 school year);

university (University of Constantine Philosopher Nitra);

4. Ruthenian:

primary schools;

university (the Nationality Studies and Foreign Languages Institute at the Philosophy Department of the Pedagogical University Prešov);

5. Romany:

The Romany language is used in nursery schools and in preparatory primary school classes with a high concentration of Romany pupils as a support language;

secondary school of arts in Košice;

university (Romany Culture Department at the University of Constantine Philosopher Nitra and its separate department in Spišská Nová Ves).

The School Network as of 15.9.2000 for the 2000/2001 School Year Processed According to Summary Data from the Institute for Information and Prognosis in Education
.
1.
NURSERY SCHOOLS (NS)

a) state


number of schools
classes
children

with Slovak as the language of instruction
2 804
6 862
141 729

with Hungarian as the language of instruction

       under joint administration 1)
277

101
557
9 479

with Ukrainian as the language of instruction

       under joint administration 2)
22

3
34
534

with German as the language of instruction
1
1
22

TOTAL in the SR
3 208
7 454
151 764

private


number of schools
classes
pupils

with Slovak as the language of instruction
10
16
336

c) church


number of schools
classes
children

with Slovak as the language of instruction
10
19
408

with Hungarian as the language of instruction       
2
2
32

TOTAL in the SR
12
21
440

Children in NS by ethnic background:
total number of children in NS:


154 232

of which Slovak citizens



154 028

ethnic origin Slovak




140 546

Bohemian, Moravian, Silesian
         

         46

Hungarian





  12 087

Ukrainian



       

       120

Ruthenian



         

         60

Polish




          

           9

German



        

         25

Romany



   

    1 116

other




       

       119

foreigners, including Czechs


       
       204

2.
PRIMARY SCHOOLS (PS)

a) state


number of schools
classes
pupils

with Slovak as the language of instruction

of which: German as mother tongue            
2 053

5
25 754

39
582 669

941

with Hungarian as the language of instruction

       under joint administration 1)
259

29
2 114
41 957

with Ukrainian as the language of instruction under joint administration 2)
7

1
53
579

with German as the language of instruction
1
4
60

TOTAL in the SR
2 350
27 925
625 265

private


number of schools
classes
children

with Slovak as the language of instruction
2
8
79

with Bulgarian as the language of instruction
1
8
101

Total in SR
3
16
180

c) church


number of schools
classes
pupils

with Slovak as the language of instruction
82
1 088
24 498

with Hungarian as the language of instruction       
12
64
1 023

TOTAL in the SR
94
1 152
25 521

Pupils in PS by ethnic background:

total number of pupils in PS:


650 966

of which Slovak citizens


650 027

ethnic origin Slovak



589 791





Bohemian, Moravian, Silesian
  
    1 267

Hungarian


  

  52 863

Ukrainian



      
       613
Ruthenian



     
       255

Polish




      
         48

German



      
         99

Romany



    
    4 654

other




     
       437

foreigners, including Czechs


       939

3.
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

3.1.
Gymnasium (G)

a) state


number of schools
classes
students

with Slovak as the language of instruction
137
2 116
63 325

with Hungarian as the language of instruction

       under joint administration 1)
11

8
153
4 046

with Ukrainian as the language of instruction
1
6
116

TOTAL in the SR
157
2 275
67 487

b) private


number of schools
classes
students

with Slovak as the language of instruction
15
104
2 407

with Hungarian as the language of instruction
1
7
170

with Bulgarian as the language of instruction
1
4
38

TOTAL in the SR
17
115
2 615

c) church


number of schools
classes
students

with Slovak as the language of instruction
34
333
10 054

with Hungarian as the language of instruction       
4
16
459

TOTAL in the SR
38
351
10 513

Students in G by ethnic background:
total number of students in G:


80 615

of which Slovak citizens



80 434

ethnic origin Slovak




74 104

Bohemian, Moravian, Silesian
    

     264

Hungarian



 

  5 787

Ukrainian



     

       91

Ruthenian



       

       56

Polish




       

       15

German



       

       36

Romany



         

         3

other




       

       78

foreigners, including Czechs


     
     181

3.2.
Secondary Vocational Schools (SVS)

a) state


number of schools
classes
students

with Slovak as the language of instruction


289


2 970


81 268

with Hungarian as the language of instruction

       under joint administration 1)
6

14
129
3 285

TOTAL in the SR
309
3 099
84 553

b) private


number of schools
classes
students

with Slovak as the language of instruction
25
140
3 102

with Hungarian as the language of instruction

       under joint administration 1)
1

2
14
259

TOTAL in the SR
28
154
3 361

c) church


number of schools
classes
students

with Slovak as the language of instruction
4
35
862

TOTAL in the SR
4
35
862

Students in SVS by ethnic background:







total number of students in SVS:


88 776



of which Slovak citizens



88 701




ethnic origin Slovak




81 609



Bohemian, Moravian, Silesian
     

     190


     

Hungarian



  

  6 131


   


Ukrainian



     

     618

    
Ruthenian



       

       35


       


Polish




         

         5


       


German



       

       13


       

Romany



       

       62


       
 

other




       

       38
 

       
  

 foreigners, including Czechs


       
       75


3.3.
Secondary Apprentice Schools and Apprentices (SAS and A)

a) state


number of schools
classes
students

with Slovak as the language of instruction
326
4 019
96 093

with Hungarian as the language of instruction

       under joint administration 1)
5

22
56

306
1 151

6 391

TOTAL in the SR
353
4 381
103 635

b) private


number of schools
classes
students

with Slovak as the language of instruction
5
25
425

with Hungarian as the language of instruction under joint administration 1)
3

2
33

13
683

186

TOTAL in the SR
10
71
1 294

c) church


number of schools
classes
students

with Slovak as the language of instruction
5
39
909

TOTAL in the SR
5
39
909

Students in SAS and A by ethnic background:
total number of students in G:


105 838

of which Slovak citizens



105 774

ethnic origin Slovak




  96 309

Bohemian, Moravian, Silesian
     

       220

Hungarian



    

    8 867

Ukrainian



      

       103

Ruthenian



       

         48

Polish




         

           6

German



       

         11

Romany



     

       180

other




      

         30

foreigners, including Czechs


       
         64

4.
Special Schools 

state


number of schools
classes
students

with Slovak as the language of instruction
339
3 192
29 040

with Hungarian as the language of instruction under joint administration 1)
14

17
180
1 543

TOTAL in the SR
370
3 372
30 583

private


number of schools
classes
students

with Slovak as the language of instruction
2
4
26

TOTAL in the SR
2
4
26

church


number of schools
classes
students

with Slovak as the language of instruction
5
36
258

TOTAL in the SR
5
36
258

Students in SS by ethnic background
total number of students in SS:


  30 867

of which Slovak citizens



  30 855

ethnic origin Slovak




  26 522

Bohemian, Moravian, Silesian
          

         33

Hungarian



       

    2 034

Ukrainian



            
           9

Ruthenian



            
           5

Polish




                
           5

German



          

           -

Romany



     

    2 240

other




          

           7

foreigners, including Czechs


       
         12

Notes: Starting from the 1997/98 school year, Ruthenian Language and Literature was introduced at primary schools on the basis of requests from parents from the Ruthenian national minority

Ruthenian Language and Literature was introduced at primary schools (years 1-4) on the basis of requests from parents from the Ruthenian national minority

a class for Romany girls was opened at the Secondary Pedagogical University in Levoèa oriented on preparation for work in pre-school facilities 

the new subject "Technical Conversation in the Slovak Language" was introduced at primary and secondary schools with Hungarian as the language of instruction, including 8-year gymnasium.

Appendix 1
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC ACT of 10 July 1999 on  National Minority Languages Use
The National Council of the Slovak Republic,


pursuant to the Constitution of the Slovak Republic and international instruments binding on the Slovak Republic,


respecting the protection and development of the fundamental rights and freedoms of the citizens of the Slovak Republic who are persons belonging to national minority,


taking into account  the existing legal acts in force which govern the use of national Minority Languages,


recognising and appreciating the importance of mother tongues of the citizens of the Slovak Republic who are persons belonging to national minority as an expression of the cultural wealth of the State,


having in mind  establishing of a  democratic, tolerant and prosperous society in the context of an integrating European Community,

realising  that the Slovak language is the State Language in the Slovak Republic, and that it is desirable to regulate the use of the languages of the citizens of the Slovak Republic who are persons belonging to national minority,

hereby passes the following Act:

Section 1

A citizen of the Slovak Republic who is a person belonging to a national minority has the right to use, apart from the State Language
, his or her national Minority Language (hereinafter referred to as „Minority Language“). The purpose of this Act is to lay down, in conjunction with specific legal acts
, the rules governing the use of Minority Languages also in official communication.

Section 2

(1) If the citizens of the Slovak Republic who are persons belonging to a national minority constitute according to the last census at least 20 % of the inhabitants of a municipality, they may use a Minority Language in official communication within that municipality.

(2) The list of the municipalities referred to in paragraph 1 shall be determined by a regulation of the Government of the Slovak Republic.

(3) A citizen of the Slovak Republic who is a person belonging to a national minority shall have, in the municipality referred to in paragraph 1, the right to address written filings  to the  Governmental  Agencies and  self-government bodies  (hereinafter referred to as  „the Body of Public Administration“) also in a Minority Language. The Body of Public Administration in the municipality referred to in paragraph 1 shall reply, apart from  in the State Language, also in the Minority Language, with exception of  public documents.

(4) The decision made in an administrative proceeding
 by the Body of Public Administration in the municipality referred to in paragraph 1 shall be issued, except in the State Language also in a Minority Language in the form of a counterpart. In the event of any doubts, the text of the decision in the State Language shall apply.

(5) The name  of a Body of Public Administration displayed on  buildings in a municipality referred to in paragraph 1 shall be given  also in a Minority Language.

(6) The body of local self-government in a municipality referred to in paragraph 1 shall provide the citizens with official forms issued within its competence in the State Language and, upon request, also in a Minority Language.

Section 3

(1) A session  of the local self-government body in the municipality referred to in Section 2 paragraph 1 may be held also in a Minority Language, subject to the consent of all present persons.

(2) A member  of the municipal council in the municipality referred to in Section 2 paragraph 1 shall have the right to use at the meetings of that body a Minority Language. Interpretation shall be secured by the municipality.

(3) A chronicle of the municipality referred to in Section 2 paragraph 1 may be kept  also in a Minority Language.

Section 4

(1) The municipality referred to in Section 2 paragraph 1 may display the names of the streets and other local topographical indications also in a Minority Language.

(2) In the municipality referred to in Section 2 paragraph  1,  important information, in particular warnings, cautions and health information shall be displayed in  publicly accessible places  apart from the State Language also in a Minority Language.

(3) The Body of Public Administration in the municipality referred to in Section 2 paragraph 1 shall, within the scope of its competence, provide information on the generally binding legal provisions upon request apart from   the State Language also in a Minority Language.

Section 5

(1) The right to use a Minority Language in a proceeding before  court and  in other spheres is regulated by specific legal acts.2/ 

(2) The provisions of Section 2 paragraph 1 shall not  apply to  the pre-school education,  system of primary and secondary schools or  culture.  The use of national Minority Languages in these areas is regulated by specific legal acts.

Section 6

In application of this Act, the use of the Czech language in official communication shall be deemed to fulfil the requirement of  basic understanding  with the State Language unless an international instrument binding on the Slovak Republic provides otherwise.

Section 7

(1) A Body of Public Administration and its employees are obliged to use the State Language in official communication1/ and, under conditions provided for under this Act and specific legal acts, they may  use also  a Minority Language. The Body of Public Administration and its employees shall not be required to have the command of a Minority Language.

(2) A Body of Public Administration in the municipality referred to in Section 2 paragraph 1 are obliged to create conditions for the use of Minority Languages under this Act and other specific legal acts.4/ 

Section 8

Section 10 of the Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 270/1995 Coll. on the State Language of the Slovak Republic is  hereby cancelled. 

Section 9

This Act shall enter into effect on 1 September 1999.

President of the Slovak Republic 

Chairman  of the National Council of the Slovak Republic 

Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic 

Appendix 2

Review of the Use of Provided Funds by Individual Contributions and Subsidies from the Ministry of Culture in 1999

subsidy
subsidy

minority civic associations – cultural activities
20,004,530

periodical press of national minorities
16,297,650

non-periodical press of national minorities
  9,591,000



ensemble Mladé srdcia (Young Hearts)
 4,500,000

total:
50,393,180

Detailed information on funds provided in 1999 by individual areas of financing and individual entities is included in the following tables.

The Following Contributions were Provided to Individual Organisations from the Budgets of Regional State Administration Offices

organization
1999 subsidy in SKK

theaters:
Romathan Košice

Thália Košice

JÓKAI Theater in Komárno

DUCHNOVIÈ Theater in Prešov
  7,284,000

  5,564,000

  9,542,000

10,657,000

museums:

Podduklianske Museum of Ukrainian-Ruthenian Culture in Svidník
  5,928,000

total:
38,975,000

Young Hearts ensemble (NOC)
  4,150,000

1998 total:
43,125,000

Minority Civic Associations in the SR – 1998

no.
Organization/item 642
1998 subsidy

1
Romani Culture
     282,000

2
Roma Gemer
     548,000

3
Moravian Union
     470,000

4
Croatian Cultural Union
  2,190,000

5
Bohemian Union
     250,000

6
Ruthenian-Ukrainian Union
  1,000,000

7
Rusínska Obroda
     100,000

8
Cultural Union of Bulgarians
     560,000

9
Carpathian-German Union
  1,490,000

10
Hungarian Folk Association
       30,000

11
"Pódium" theater company
       20,000

12
"Zmierenie" Foundation
  3,366,450

13
Carpathian-German Academic Union
     580,000

14
Hungarian Cultural Union
     500,000

15
Box Club Rom Slovakia
       90,000

16
"Ohrady" women’s singing group
       10,000

17
Association for Addressing the Romany Issue
                0

18
Union of Romany Youth
     500,000

19
the town of Brezno – synagogue
     450,000

20
"Local" radio Komárno
     600,000

21
SNM – Museum of the Culture of Carpathian Germans
  1,710,000

22
SNM – Museum of Jewish Culture
  4,173,000

23
Prešov Jewish Religious Community 
  1,500,000

24
the town of Spišské Podhradie 
     950,000

25
the town of Brezno
     450,000

26
the town of Nitra – synagogue
  1,000,000


total:
12,236,450

Periodical Press of National Minorities – 1998

No.
Publisher/periodical
1998 subsidy

1
Jekhetane Association



Romano l'il nevo
     950,000

2
Romani Culture



Roma
     400,000


Luludi
     400,000

3
Ruthenian-Ukrainian Union



Nové Žit�a 
  1,000,000


Družno vpered
     750,000


Veselka
     350,000

4
Rusínska Obroda



Národné noviny
     750,000


Rusín
     350,000

5
Carpathian-German Union
  4,950,000


Karpatenblatt
  1,000,000

6
Union of Ukrainian Writers



Duk¾a
     420,000

7
Bohemian Union



Èeská beseda
     340,000

8
Moravian Union



Moravský Hlas
     100,000 

9
"Zmierenie" Foundation



ÉLETUNK
  6,000,000

10
Roma Gemer



Ternipen
     300,000

11
Cultural Union of Bulgarians



Roden Glas
     400,000

12
Kubko Goral



Slovenský juh
  1,800,000

13
Madách Posonium



Irodalmi Szemle
     100,000 


Tucsok
     100,000 

14
Kalligram



Kalligram
     100,000 

15
KT Komárno publishing company



Tábortúz
     100,000 

16
R-Press



Republika – supplement
  3,000,000

17
Monitor – Polonijny
     250,000


total:
18,620,000

Non-periodical Minority Press – 1998

no.
Publisher
1998 subsidy

1
Kalligram
   200,000

2
ZRUS
     25,000

3
EXCO
   165,000

4
Carpathian-German Academic Union
   425,000

5
Ruthenian Revival
     50,000

6
Kubko Goral – Porozumenie
   610,000 

7
Roma Gemer
   500,000

8
"Zmierenie" Foundation
   450,000

9
Moravian Union
   100,000

10
Cultural Union of Bulgarians
   420,000

11
DD Studio
     70,000


total:
3,015,000

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic

National Minorities in the Slovak Republic

Bratislava 2001

� The next census will be taken accorning to the Act NO. 165/1998 Coll. on the Census of Persons, Houses and Flats in May 2001. The Government of the Slovak Republic approved the use of  bilingual Slovak-Roma, Slovak-Ukrainian, Slovak-Ruthenian, Slovak-Hungarian ballots in the census. The Statistic Bureau of  the Slovak Republic in cooperation with the Human Rights and Minorities Section of the Government´s Office of the Slovak Republic, ensured  translation of the ballots and of the explanatory report. 





� Statistical data on the number of Roma in the Slovak Republic do not correspond to the actual situation as there is a free choice to choose nationality. According to unofficial information sources and different NGOs the actual number of Roma living in the Slovak Republic is between 300 and 500 thousand persons.


� In the Slovak Republic nobody is compelled to identify with any national minority. It is up to each person wheter he or she wish to declare or not to declare his or her nationality in the context of collecting personal data. This possibility is used mostly by the Roma population, they identify themselves often as belonging to Hungarian or Slovak nationality.


� Based on data from January 2001  


� The State Fund of Culture Pro Slovakia was established under the Act No. 95/1991 Coll. as amended. The Fund has a legal personality. Its purpose is to foster and promote cultural activities, programmes and initiatives of society-wide importance in such areas as architecture, theatrical art, music, cinematography and video, literature, local regional cultures, visual arts, applied arts and design, monument protection, radio and television production, activities of universities, museums and art galleries, libraries, and dance. The Pro Slovakia Fund is currently the only real source of financial support for high quality work activities of society-wide significance at the local, regional, national and international levels; it also provides for the propagation of our culture abroad. The Fund does not support profit-oriented activities; however, these activities make a significant contribution to promoting culture in Slovakia and to safeguarding the cultural identity of Slovaks living abroad. Funding for the Pro Slovakia State Fund of Culture comes almost exclusively from the State budget.





� All data from the elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic and the elections to municipal self-government bodies in 1998. Neither the Act of the Slovak National Council No. 80/1990 Coll. on Elections to the Slovak National Council as amended nor the Act No. 346/1990 Coll. on Elections to Municipal Self-Government Bodies as amended require the voters or candidates to identify their ethnic origin. 











� Every national minority has inspite of  the number of representatives only 1vote.


� In the year 2000 there was provided for the minority cultures a total amount of 45,893,180 SKK (see also table No. 2 - Allocation of Funds for National Minorities for the Year 2000). Further data can be seen in internet under www.culture.gov.sk


� Slovak Republic has chosen 49 provisions for the Roma language as the only state from the State Parties of this Charter.


� At the time of the adoption of the opinion on Slovak Republic, the Advisory Committee adopted the opinions on the reports of other three states - Denmark, Finland and Hungary.


� At the University of Constantin Philosopher there are established sections of these three national minorities.  


� The following funds were allocated for the needs of schools with a minority language as the language of instruction and schools teaching a minority language:


In 1997, SKK 25,250,000, of which SKK 24,500,000 for the needs of schools with Hungarian as the language of instruction and SKK 750,000 for the needs of schools with Ukrainian as the language of instruction and schools teaching Ukrainian. In the same year, SKK 178,750,000 was allocated for schools with Slovak as the language of instruction (SLI), which means an average of SKK 199.58 per student at SLI and SKK 384.62 per student at schools with Hungarian as the language of instruction (HLI). In 1998, funds for SLI schools of SKK 201 million and for HLI schools of SKK 31 million were planned, which amounts to an average of SKK 224.43 per student at SLI and SKK 486.66 per student at HLI. The data for the school year 1998/1999 and 1999/2000 are nowdays beeing summarized and in the process of evaluation, because they have to be collected from the departments and districts, which is a long-therm issue taking into account the fact, that there are no special differences made in the allocation of financial funds between the school with the Slovak language of instruction and minority languages of instruction. 


� Schools where classes with Slovak as the language of instruction and classes with Hungarian and Ukrainian as the language of instruction are under one principal office. 


� Section 1 paragraph 4 of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 270/1995 Coll. on State Language of the Slovak Republic


� E.g., Section 18 of Civil Procedure Code, Section 2 paragraph 14 of Criminal Procedure Act No. 141/1961 Coll. (Code of Criminal Procedure), Section 7 paragraph 3 of Act No. 335/1991 Coll. on Courts and Judges, Section 23 of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 38/1993 Coll. on the Organisation of the Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic, Proceedings before the Court and the Status of Its Judges, Section 2 paragraph 1 of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 300/1993 Coll. on Names and Surnames, Section 16 and Section 19 paragraphs 3 and 5 of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 154/1994 Coll. on Registers, Section 1 paragraph 1 of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 191/1994 Coll. on Displaying the Names of Municipalities in National Minority Languages, Section 5 paragraph 2 of Act of the Slovak National Council No. 255/1991 Coll. on the Slovak Radio, Section 3 paragraph 3 of Act of the Slovak National Council No. 254/1991 Coll. on the Slovak Television, Section 5 paragraph 1 (e) of Act No. 308/1991 Coll. on the Freedom of Religious Beliefs and on the Status of Churches and Religious Societies, Section 2 paragraph 8 of Act No. 212/1997 Coll. on Compulsory Copies of Periodical Publications, Non-periodical Publications and Duplicates of Audio-visual Works. 


� Act No. 71/1967 Coll. on Administrative Proceedings (Administrative Procedure Code) as amended.


� E.g., Section 3 paragraph 1 and Section 3a of Act No. 29/1984 Coll. on the System of Primary and Secondary Schools (School Act) as amended, Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 279/1993 Coll. on Educational Establishments as amended by Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 222/1996 Coll.
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