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Mr. Chairman,

Welcoming the attention paid by United Nations bodies, international and regional inter-governmental organisations to the Roma issue, we consider that, building up a world based on equal opportunities and cultural diversity, means a future in which also the Roma will be beneficiaries, as a transnational minority.

After the past empires’ decolonization, one of the more important steps in today’s world is the minorities’ internal decolonization, by which the ethnic identities began to be taken into account and cultivated, including by means of international, regional and domestic legislation.

Racism and racial discrimination against Roma is one of the most painful realities of today’s world, deepened, in Eastern Europe, by the increasing economic marginalization and the lack of specific legal provisions and public policies. All these are reinforced by the fact that authorities reject or neglect the issue and by an acute lack of public awareness, leading to social behaviour practices that encourage the racial discrimination against the Roma. 

Six centuries of slavery, which kept the Roma people out of history and successive policies of forced assimilation or social exclusion, ultimately leading to ethnocide and extermination, denied the Roma identity and deprived their collective memory of its dignity. Internalizing the stigma imposed by the otherness, the Roma were forced to neglect, forget and reject their own cultural pattern. The only survival strategies possible for many Roma were assimilation or migration.

The Roma have gained some rights, being recognised as a national minority, but Roma equal access to human rights is blocked by the lack of interest of the local/central administration, and increasing majority ethnic nationalism, leading to a fragile citizenship.

In the context of the fact that the Roma situation is one of the political criteria of pre- adhesion to the European Union, we welcome the Government of Romania’s adoption of the “Strategy for Improving the Condition of the Roma” (25 April 2001) and, hoping for its immediate implementation, we express our concern about the lack of institutional framework to put it in practice, especially at local level.  

Romania has ratified the International Convention for the Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination, but for a long time, there were no domestic legal provisions for combating discrimination, and the failure to make the declaration under Article 14 means that individuals cannot make complaints to the monitoring committee.   

Nevertheless, a positive achievement was the adoption, last year, by the Romanian Government, of the Ordinance no. 137, meant to combat all forms of discrimination, but, unfortunately, so far, it was not yet adopted as a law by the Romanian Parliament. Furthermore the monitoring body, the National Council for combating discrimination, provided for in the Ordinance.

Actually, this is not a legal provision for combating the specific racial discrimination, as the civil society of minorities in Romania would have preferred.    

With regard to the UN Declaration on Minorities, we recommend  the Working Group on Minorities to call upon Romania:

· to implement Art. 1, Art. 2 paragraph 1, Art. 4 paragraphs 2, 3 and 4, in which there are provisions concerning “the promotion of identity” by focussing their public policies on education programs of identity assertion, self esteem building and teaching in the mother tongue;

· when planning policies for the institutional development of Roma communities, to implement Art. 2 - paragraph 2 and Art. 4 - paragraph 5, providing for minorities’ participation in decision making processes, by means of human resources training, and establishing information networks and monitoring centres.

With regard to the implementation of the Racism Convention, we would like to recommend the Working Group on Minorities to call upon Romania to take the following  measures:

· Make an immediate declaration under Article 14;

· Establish specialised monitoring bodies, focused on the particular issue of combating racial discrimination;

· Develop and improve the State Report with a real and updated input from the NGOs;

· With regard to the Roma situation, to take into account and implement the provisions of CERD’s General Recommendation XXVII “Discrimination against Roma”.      

Thank you, Mr. Chairman


