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One of the most suitable ways to promote mutual understanding and partnership between minorities and governments is to make them work together with a view to achieving common objectives. A better definition of interests and identification of difficulties, an enhanced trust and improved assessment of resources, and not less important, a proper balance between needs and responsibilities, will come out from such joint efforts.

That is why my delegation would like to make a short presentation of the “Strategy for improving the condition of the Roma” that the Government of Romania adopted very recently. As any document of the kind, the Strategy could have been better. Nevertheless, I would stress that perhaps its best merit is that it was elaborated in a process of genuine and constructive cooperation between competent governmental agencies and representatives the civil society, among whom a prominent role was played by leaders and representatives of the Roma community itself.

Time will not allow me to make a comprehensive description of the Strategy. Yet, it is important to enumerate its guiding principles, which are comprehensive and may serve as a conceptual and political basis for any similar attempts. The seven guiding principles are: consensus, social utility, sectorial distribution of responsibilities, decentralization, legal compatibility, identity differentiation and equality.

The groups that are targeted by the strategy are the persons belonging to the Roma minority, as main beneficiaries, but also the political leaders, central and local public authorities, civil servants, mass media, the public opinion, as factors with important responsibilities in the national effort to improve the situation of the Roma. The lines of action aim at specific sectors of the life of the society:  from communication and civic involvement to justice and public order, from community development to health care, from social security to education.

A number of over 120 specific concrete projects and activities make the substance of the Plan of action that is part and parcel of the Strategy. Certainly, Mr. Chairman, a better assessment of any good strategy does not come from the text itself, but from its capacity to increase awareness of the challenges, to mobilize resources and support in its implementation, and in particular to produce expected results. The strategy to which I have briefly referred will hopefully speak for itself before too long. 

I would like, though, to addressed an early remark of the representative of Rroma Students and Youth Against Racism Alliance who claimed the lack of institutional framework to put it into practice the mentioned Strategy. My delegation believes that this framework is fully provided, since structures at both central and local level are established to coordinate the implementation of a Plan of action: a Joint Committee of Implementation and Monitoring and an Inter-ministerial Commission, on one hand, County Offices on Roma and bodies of local experts on Roma affairs under the Mayors’ offices, on the other hand.

Before concluding, Mr. Chairman, since my delegation may not have the opportunity to speak again on the Roma issue, I would like inform the distinguished audience that full and careful note was taken of the yesterday description by the representative of the Romanian NGO “Liga Pro Europa” of the incident attributed to the mayor of Targu Mures who allegedly illegally arrested several Roma people. My delegation will inform the Romanian authorities and encourage the respective NGO and other interested group to follow any legal way that might spread light on the respective events. I am confident that responsible analysis of the facts and suitable follow-up action will be taken. However, I cannot but regret that terms such as “ethnic cleaning” have been used in a very improper manner. Excessive and confusing language cannot serve any cause, not even the good ones.

