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Thank you Mr. Chairman for giving me the floor.

I am Zemfira Kondur, representing Roma of Ukraine. I present my intervention under Agenda Item 3a. 

I would like to explain to you about the mass persecution of Roma people by the Nazis. Also I will explain that, in three ways, the Ukrainian government has failed to live up to its obligations under Article One of the Declaration on Minorities, which guarantees the protection and promotion of the identity and culture of persons belonging to minorities. It has failed to recognise the horror of this persecution and to raise the Ukrainian people’s awareness about it, and failed to represent Roma interests adequately during the negotiations about compensation for the Holocaust.

Three million Roma were victims of the Nazi Holocaust throughout the world.

In Germany in 1936, the “Center for Research of Roma and Jewish People” was founded. In this center all Roma who lived in Germany were registered, and a plan for murdering and sterilising Roma was developed. Many Ukrainian Roma were deported to Germany. In one case in Revensbruk Camp, in Germany, the doctors sterilised 120 girls. Even in 1945 in the period of the bombing of the town, the doctors continued the operations, which where so carelessly executed that after a few days some girls died in fearful pain. 

Across Europe more than one and a half million Roma were killed and thousands of women and young girls were sterilised. 

It is impossible to describe the horror which Roma and Jewish people have gone through. Even 56 years after the end of World War II, the Roma are afraid of being pursued by Nazis. 

The number of Roma killed in Ukraine and Russia was about 250-300 thousand. In Ukrainian libraries and archives we can find a lot of documents and special investigations concerning the Jewish people, but only a few books about Roma victims. It is impossible to know how many Ukrainian Roma were deported to Germany. With huge pain we have to conclude that the Roma tragedy remains invisible in the Ukraine, more so than in the rest of the world.

Even now there is no monument or museum in the Ukraine to commemorate the great suffering of the Roma people during the Holocaust. Two years ago an attempt to put up a monument in Kiev was blocked by senseless bureaucracy. Even now a Nazi camp in the Ukraine, where Jewish people and Roma were killed or sterilised, remains untouched, as an insult to our people.

The suffering of the Roma at that time is not documented in school history books in the Ukraine. Thus the majority population is completely unaware of this tragedy.

The Roma have been discriminated against with regard to payment of compensation. Whereas the Jewish people receive monthly payments, the Roma were only paid once. The Ukrainian government did not intervene in any way to represent Roma interests during the negotiation of this compensation.

In this way the government is complicit in a violation of Article 4 paragraph 1 of the Declaration, because the Roma have been discriminated against, on the grounds of their ethnic identity, in the exercise of their human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Mr Chairman, my organisation recommends that:

The Ukrainian government respect its obligations under Article One of the Declaration by erecting a monument to the Roma victims of Nazi persecution, and setting up a museum to inform the Ukrainian population about this chapter in our history. In addition, the suffering of our people must be documented in school history books.

Furthermore the government must take steps to negotiate compensation for Ukrainian Roma on an equal footing with other victims of the Nazi Holocaust, and without discrimination.

Thank you Mr Chairman.

