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Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

I would like to present this statement on behalf of the International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism (IMADR) in association with its affiliate, the Central Council of German Sinti and Roma, which was unable to send its representative to the Working Group this year. 

Marking the occasion of this year’s International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the Chairman of the Central Council of German Sinti and Roma, Mr Romani Rose, reiterated his  condemnation of the fact that the police authorities in Bavaria, a state in the Federal Republic of Germany, continues to hold a database of special registration and records of Sinti and Roma individuals, and demanded its immediate abolition. [Shortly before this statement was made, the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) had heard a report of Germany which described in length the social initiatives the Government had taken against racial discrimination].
In the state of Bavaria, Sinti and Roma are being registered generally on special police files with terms such as "gypsy-type" or "Roma/Sinti type" without any reasons or legal basis. Their personal details including even the registration number of their vehicles are kept on record. The police justifies this practice as ‘a preventive measure to combat crime’, since Sinti and Roma ‘could present a public danger’.

As some of you may recall, these terms were used in the Nazi propaganda to criminalise the Jews and the Sinti and the Roma to justify the racial policy against them in Germany from 1933 to 1945. How is it that in the current state of Germany, a country founded on the rule of law, individuals are still discriminated against by the authorities because he or she belongs to a minority? 

The on-going practice of special registration of Sinti and Roma cannot be overlooked as merely an ‘advisory and communicative papers for officials'. This is a practice with larger consequences for the minority of German Sinti and Roma in Bavaria. As a result of this practice by the police and investigating agencies, many members of the German Sinti and Roma minority deny their affiliation to the group. In other words, they stand "outlawed" as a minority group by this special registration, and this cannot be allowed to continue. Needless to say, criminalising of the ‘personal type Gypsy/Sinti/Roma’ has a negative impact on the societal recognition of Sinti and Roma, and it runs contrary to the responsibility that the State of Bavaria has pledged to undertake after the Holocaust to prevent prejudices against members of the minority. 

Indeed, such special registration of Sinti and Roma is incompatible with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, in particular its Article 1, paragraph 1, under which it is stipulated that States shall encourage conditions for the promotion of the identity of minorities. The special registration is also a violation of the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities of the Council of Europe, which has been ratified by Germany, and is applicable to the Sinti and Roma with the German citizenship. According to Article 3, paragraph 1 of the Framework Convention, every person belonging to a national minority is free to choose – without the risk of disadvantage – whether or not to be treated as a minority. This right has been reversed for the German Sinti and Roma in Bavaria by the registration decree. 

After the procedure of the State of Bavaria received a criticism of [Joachim Jakob,] the Federal Representative for Data Protection in July 1998, the concentration camp-survivors of Sinti and Roma, and the Central Council filed a joint suit to the Bavarian Constitutional Court. However, no decision has been taken thus far. [The demand of the Central Council was supported by way of an appeal of the "International Artists Against Racism" which involved numerous national and international personalities. IMADR also submitted a protest-letter to the German Ambassador to Japan on 21 November 1998.] IMADR and the Central Council urge the Bavarian State-government and the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany to observe the international standards of minority protection and to cease the practice of the special- registration of the Sinti and Roma in Bavaria forthwith.

Mr Chairperson,

The special registration in Bavaria which I have just described is a good example of administrative discrimination carried out by public authorities under the camouflage of protection of minority rights known to occur in many parts of the world. 
Later this week, the Working Group will elaborate its contribution to the forthcoming World Conference against Racism on the basis of a working paper prepared by the Chairperson on the relationship between racism and the protection of the rights of persons belonging to minorities (UN doc. E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.5/2001/WP.8). In doing so, we request the Working Group to take into due consideration the case we hereby illustrated in this statement. 

Thank you, Mr Chairperson for your attention.
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