Reply by Albania

I wish to comment briefly on the declaration of the Greek Helsinki Monitor held this morning.

· First I would like to emphasize that Albania follows a constant protective policy towards its national minorities. The Albanian constitution and other relevant legal acts are undoubtedly the most democratic compared to other former communist countries as well as to other countries in the region or even further. Albania has also ratified many international instruments in this field, suffice is to mention that we have ratified the Framework Convention on the Protection of national Minorities. The domestic and international acts are fully put into practice as well. Just to give an example, in  Albania are held classes even with 1-2 minority pupils. I would like to emphasize also that the Greek minority is placed only in Southern Albania.  

· In Himara there was an electoral incident created from outside intervention. Himara is not and has never been a minority zone, despite the fact that some of its inhabitants may speak the Greek language.

· The census of population in Albania is being done in close co-operation with international organizations, including UN Institutions, particularly with UNDP. The registrations forms prepared for this census have been modeled according to those of European Union’s states.
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