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PROTOCOL FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 8 OF THE

AGREEMENT BETWEEN GREECE AND TURKEY

ON COMBATTING CRIME, ESPECIALLY TERRORISM, 

ORGANISED CRIME, ILLICIT DRUG TRAFFICKING AND ILLEGAL MIGRATION
UNHCR Comments

· UNHCR is of the opinion that the present Protocol should have included a specific reference to the 1951 Geneva Convention on the Status of Refugees, as is the case of other readmission agreements that Greece has signed with third countries. In the case of conclusion of the readmission agreement provided for in paragraph 2 of article 8, such a reference must be included.

· UNHCR is of the opinion that every effort to regulate by law issues relating to the readmission of irregular migrants is useful to the extent that it reduces the chances of informal or irregular expulsions from one country to the other. UNHCR further believes that readmission procedures should be conducted in a manner that guarantees the human rights of migrants, including irregular migrants, and with respect to their dignity.

· It is of special importance that specific reference is made in the Protocol to the international obligations of member-states, as embodied in international treaties.

· It must be noted that the Protocol does not specify whether it applies to those who seek asylum, and in such case, what the respective obligations of the two states are. UNHCR believes that those who seek asylum should have their claims examined according to minimum standards as set by the EU Council of Ministers, and only in case of final rejection should their readmission by the other party be requested and the readmission process be initiated. UNHCR welcomes, therefore, the statements made by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Public Order, that this Protocol will not apply to asylum seekers whose claims have not been decided upon.

· November 2001
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