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URGENT INFORMATION NOTE!

16 November 2001

ATTACK ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS ASSOCIATION ISTANBUL OFFICE

A gunman who introduced himself as Zeki Genç, came into the HRA’s Istanbul branch office on 15 November at around 2.30 p.m. and threatened HRA staff to fire against them and said “I will kill you all.”

Eight people were at the office in the course of the attack: Ms. Eren Keskin,Chairperson of the Istanbul office; Gülseren Yoleri, executive secretary of HRA Istanbul branch; Doğan Genç and Şaban Dayanan, executive members of HRA Istanbul branch; and four other members, Ümit Efe, Güray Sazak, Ali Armutlu, Veysi Altay.

Zeki Genç had a knife and a pistol and alleged that he was carrying a bomb in a package with him and thrown it into the office and stated that the bomb would be exploded in 5 seconds. While he was threatening everybody and trying to go into the Executives Room, Şaban Dayanan and other HRA staff wrestled him and took his arm. Zeki Genç cut Şaban Dayanan’s hand. 

HRA staff called the police and Zeki Genç was handed over to the police. Bomb disposal experts examined the package and stated that it was not a bomb. 

Zeki Genç had attacked two HADEP offices on 14 November 2001 and wounded two persons by knife and arm. 

Selahattin Esmer

Secretary General
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