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(Addendum -to report to UN CAT- on juvenile detention facilities, 1/5/01;


excerpts from Avghi newspaper articles by Vangelis Venizelos - emphasis added)








According to Justice Minister Michalis Stathopoulos’ reply to a recent question by MP Fotis Kouvelis, “juvenile probation services are in a very difficult situation because of the complete lack of juvenile probation officers at the Juvenile Institution in Volos (Idrima Agogis Volou) and the constantly diminishing staff, due to retirement, at these juvenile probation services.” One juvenile probation officer has to deal with over 600 cases a year in Athens, while 14 Juvenile Courts in other parts of Greece adjudicate without any juvenile probation officer at all!





Aliens, mostly Albanians, are the vast majority of juveniles imprisoned by the Juvenile Court of Athens, at a time when the vast majority of those sentenced are Greeks! According to data from the Juvenile Probation Service (Ypiresia Epimeliton Anilikon), 115 aliens were sentenced last year to criminal punishment and 30 to confinement in the Juvenile Institution in Volos vs. 70 and 22 Greeks respectively. According to the same data, however, 91% of the juveniles convicted last year for committing drug-related offenses (189 individuals) were Greeks, whereas just 9% (16 individuals) were aliens. The same picture has recurred in every judicial year from 1996 to 2000 with fluctuations, and is similar for all other offenses with the exception, of course, of illegal entry into the country.





Violations of the motor vehicle code, theft, begging, illegal entry into the country, and possession and use of narcotic substances constitute the vast majority of offences for which sentences were imposed last year by the Juvenile Court of Athens. According to data for the year 1999-2000 from the Juvenile Probation Service, convictions for offences of a minor criminal nature exceed 80% of all sentences imposed. Precisely the same picture for each year of the past decade.





Last year the Juvenile Court of Athens sentenced 1,869 juveniles - the fewest number of convictions since the judicial year 1996-1997, when 2,495 juveniles were convicted. The total number of convictions appears to have been steadily decreasing since 1996, given that 2,673 juveniles were convicted in 1997-1998, and 2,114 in 1998-1999. According to statistics from the Juvenile Probation Service, the sentences of juveniles to confinement during the judicial year 1999-2000 shows a dramatic increase - in the neighborhood of 68.7% - over 1998-1999. The Juvenile Court of Athens, last year, imposed the fewest reprimands since 1996. Reprimands show a decreasing trend, 91.4% over the judicial year 1996-1997, 75% over the year 1997-1998, and 45% over the year 1998-1999! The other two light juvenile sentences, parental custody and probation, show a decrease, but one that is less marked. It should be noted that a prison sentence can be bought off, and so may not lead to confinement. But it does lead to it if the juvenile is from the most vulnerable of social strata, without the means to buy off his sentence.


