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TOPIC: ILLEGAL AND BLACKMAILING ATTEMPTS OF EVICTION OF ROMA FROM A RHODES DISCTRICT, HIGHLIGHTED YESTERDAY BY BBC WORLD TV





We make public today’s complaint of the Roma community of Kalakonero, Rhodes, concerning repeated illegal and blackmailing attempts aimed at evicting 150 Roma, living under appalling conditions, in Kalakonero, Rhodes. The appalling conditions were brought to the public’s attention yesterday in the news bulletins of BBC World Television, in the course of a news story highly critical of the Greek state (the video is available at the BBC’s website-see below).








To the Greek Ombudsman


Hadjiyanni Mexi 5, 11528 Athens





5 September 2001





COMPLAINT ON ATTEMPTED EVICTION OF ROMA 


FROM THE AREA OF KALAKONERO, RHODES





Gentlemen, 





We hereby send you a complaint from the president of the Kalakonero, Rhodes Roma community.





My name is Dionisios Aristopoulos and I am a Greek citizen and a Rom. I am 28 years old and my I.D card no is T 314950. Alongside approximately 150 persons, I live in the area of Kalokonero in Rhodes. The appalling living conditions prevailing at our settlement were repeatedly presented yesterday in the BBC World Television News Bulletins. The related video (“The plight of Europe’s Roma Gypsies”) was the day’s “Video Choice,” and is available at the BBC’s website at:


http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/1520000/video/_1524920_costa03_choice_vi.ram.   





On Saturday, 1 August 2001, an officer belonging to the municipal police visited out settlement and informed us that we should leave by Monday (3/9/2001), otherwise our sheds would be demolished. He did not present any official documents legitimizing our eviction. Thankfully, the bulldozers did not show up on Monday. The next day (Tuesday, 4/9/2001), some representatives of our community visited the Municipality in order to be informed of our pending eviction from public land and ascertain whether all the required procedures had been observed. There, we were told that we should go to the Prefecture in relation to our queries. At the Prefecture we were told that they are not aware of any pending eviction and that we should ask the Municipality. In any case, it should be noted that according to your Report to the Prefect of Athens (8 March, 2001, Ref. No.: 17724/00/2.2), no attempt to forcibly evict persons from state-owned land could take place unless an alternative place of relocation, meeting the necessary criteria for decent and humane living conditions, has been designated. Although officials both at the Municipality and in the Prefecture informed us that the procedure in order to find such a place has been initiated, no specifics as to the exact location or the time of the relocation were provided. Moreover, the said officials stated to the BBC correspondent that the relocation of only some families living in our settlement is envisaged.





Our attempted eviction however is not only illegal per se but is also accompanied by a series of systematic and well thought-out practices. These activities appear to have as their objective the expedition of our eviction. On Friday (31/8/2001), 10 municipal police officers took away either the license plates or the circulation licenses from 6-7 cars that were parked in our settlement. When we protested over this action, the police officers replied that the license plates and the circulation licenses would be returned to us when we would leave from the place where we are currently living. More specifically, the police officers encouraged some to rent houses while they told others that “you will receive the license plates or the circulation licenses back only when you get onto the ferry” (i.e. only when they leave the island). Moreover, at around 12 o’clock noon on Monday (3/9/2001), a municipal police officer, together with a certain Mr. Koritsas, ordered me to pull over and requested that we immediately went to the Center for Vehicles’ Technical Inspection (KTEO in Greek), at a distance of approximately 500 meters. Although I presented all the necessary documents, including the one mentioning that my vehicle had successfully passed the relevant technical inspection (regarding emission of pollutants by the car), Mr. Koritsas insisted that we went and added that he has a standing order from the Prefect that all vehicles should pass from technical inspection. After the inspection was carried out, my vehicle was found to comply with all the necessary standards. Nevertheless, the director at the Inspection center withheld my license, stating that the license referred to a vehicle which should be used only for commercial purposes while at the time of the control, my vehicle was loaded with scrap iron. 





Today, 5/9/2001, we will try to come into contact either with a municipal official or with an official from the Prefecture, in order to discuss the question of our eviction. Before these meetings take place however, we have been summoned (by a municipal police official and following protests from our part) to the Center for Vehicles’ Technical Inspection, in order to examine together with the competent officials the issue of the withheld circulation licenses or license plates and see how we can retrieve them. In addition to the above however, we ask for your help in order to put an end to any directly or indirectly blackmailing practices with a view to evicting us, as well as holding accountable for them those officials responsible wherever they are. 











