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PRESS RELEASE

29 December 2003
TOPIC: GREEK STATE TELEVISION WITHDRAWS FUNDING OF DOCUMENTARY ON NAZI WAR CRIMINAL AND HOLOCAUST PERPETRATOR MAX MERTEN
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) strongly condemns the decision of Thessaloniki-based Greek state television ET-3 to withdraw funding of a documentary on “The Evil Dr. Merten.” Max Merten is the only war criminal who, in 1959, was tried and convicted for the Holocaust of Greece’s Jews. GHM wrote on 21/12/2003 to Deputy Interior Minister Nikos Bistis who recently introduced a Holocaust Remembrance Day (http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/organizations/ghm/ghm_22_11_03.doc) and is preparing the related activities for 27 January 2003. GHM pointed to the fact that going back on such a decision is tantamount to censorship and does not augur well for the first commemoration of the Holocaust Day; the Deputy Minister was urged to promptly see to it that the Greek state reinstates its support for the documentary. As there was no reaction to its letter, GHM urges now publicly the Deputy Minister to take such an initiative.
According to an investigative article by the “Ios” (Virus) team in the 20/12/2003 issue of the daily “Eleftherotypia” (http://www.enet.gr/online/online_p1_fpage_text.jsp?dt=20/12/2003&id=85673316), the documentary is dealing also with the complicity of many non-Jewish Greeks in the Holocaust, and the ensuing “darker issue of the fate of the confiscated Jewish properties after the end of occupation.” It features interviews with Nazi hunters Serge and Beate Klarsfeld and the president of the Central Board of Jewish Communities of Greece (KIS). State television ET-3 had initially decided to fund the project as a joint producer with 40,000 euros. Then, when it came to pay the first installment, in August 2003, ET-3 backed off without any formal explanation. ET-3 did not consider it appropriate to offer any explanation either after the story was published in “Eleftherotypia.” It is suspected that ET-3’s decision reflects the fact that the general topic of the Holocaust of Greece’s Jews, as well as the topic on why Max Merten was amnestied and sent to Germany, remains a taboo in Greece. For a background on Max Merten see “The Trial of Max Merten in the Changing Mirrors of Time and Place” (by Samuel Hassid, Technion–Israel Institute of Technology, available at http://hcc.haifa.ac.il/Departments/history-school/conferences/holocaust_greece/Samuel_Hassid.pdf). 

In a previous letter to the Deputy Minister, GHM, after having consulted with Jewish activists, had suggested a series of activities for the commemoration of Holocaust Remembrance Day. Most importantly, GHM had stressed that it is imperative for Greece to acknowledge the facts that not all Greeks helped save the Jews then and that Greece too faces a serious problem of anti-Semitism today. In its recent letter, GHM underlined that the documentary appears to provide an appropriate opportunity to deal with the first topic, while a confirmation of its censorship by Greek state television can only damage the positive impression created by Greece’s decision to honor the Holocaust. 
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