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TOPIC: GREECE ATTACKED BY UNHCR OVER ASYLUM SEEKER AND REFUGEE TREATMENT

Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) highlights without any comments the very appropriate UNHCR statement on Greece’s treatment of asylum seekers and refugees. GHM notes however that the figure of 8,000 asylum requests refers to the requests registered as such by the state. In addition, last year there were tens of thousands asylum requests whose registration was being postponed through successive referrals to future dates. UNHCR is well aware of that. 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation
Wed, 27 Oct 2004 5:31 PM PDT

Greece attacked over asylum seeker treatment
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200410/s1229538.htm
The United Nations has accused Greece of failing to provide adequate protection for asylum seekers.

Despite receiving more than 8,000 asylum requests, Greece has reception centres that can cope with no more than 1,000 people in any given year.

Urging Greece to expand refugee centres, the local representative of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Robert White, said the inadequate facilities meant that many children ended up missing or begging in the streets.

The UN representative said that as a result of the lack of funding by successive Greek governments, refugees often faced shortages of legal and psychological support as well as medical facilities and education programs.
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