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PRESS RELEASE

27 June 2004

TOPIC: GREECE’S ARCHBISHOP CONGRATULATES AND PRAISES EXTREME RIGHT LEADER WHO REPEATS THAT “JEWISH-ZIONISTS DOMINATE US MEDIA”! 
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) denounces the congratulatory letter of Greek-Orthodox Archbishop Christodoulos to George Karatzaferis, the newly-elected to the European Parliament  leader of nationalist, xenophobic, anti-Semitic Greek party Popular Orthodox Herald (LAOS). The letter is published in facsimile in LAOS weekly “Alpha Ena” (of 26-27/6/2004). In the same issue, another typical anti-Semitic article is published with the title “Jewish-Zionists absolutely dominate America’s media: publishing houses, television stations, and Internet have fallen in their hands.” 
In his letter to Karatzaferis (protocol number 2336/14-6-2004), Christodoulos states that “with great pleasure I express my warm congratulations” for the “deserving election.” He then wishes: “continue … your work with all your intellectual abilities for the general good, right and justice in the European Parliament.” He further adds: “I am certain that with your rich abilities, your insight, and your knowledge … you will bring to the broader European family the other intellectual values that spring out of your Christian and Greek soul. This is the supreme good and quality.” He ends by “blessing” him and wishing him “every success.”  Karatzaferis presents this letter as a “fatherly blessing” and as an indication of “what the Church of Greece expects” from him.
The Archbishop letter, recent statements by the government’s spokesperson and ministers of education and interior denying that LAOS is an extreme right party, and poll results indicating Greeks were satisfied with LAOS success are symptomatic of a prevailing climate of “tolerance of intolerance” in Greece. The problem has been highlighted in the following special section of the ECRI report on Greece released on 8/6/2004 (http://www.coe.int/T/E/human_rights/Ecri/1-ECRI/2-Country-by-country_approach/Greece/Greece_CBC_3.asp#TopOfPage), with a clear reference to the role of the Greek Orthodox Church. It is characteristic that the report was almost completely ignored by Greek media if not attacked by some, including the state Macedonian Press Agency (http://www.mpa.gr/article.html?doc_id=460620).
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Third report on Greece

Adopted on 5 December 2003
(…)

Climate of opinion

99. In its second report, ECRI encouraged the Greek authorities to take measures to raise the awareness of the Greek to the benefits of a multicultural society. 

100. ECRI considers that many of the problems encountered by groups exposed to racism and intolerance stem directly from the majority population’s attitude towards them. When the national authorities contemplate taking measures conducive to ethnic or religious tolerance, the majority’s reaction is often so vehement that the authorities prefer to desist or even backtrack. Despite the efforts of the Greek authorities to alert the public to the dangers of racism, media, politicians, civil servants, religious leaders, including those of the dominant religion, and the general public, still too often make racist remarks concerning immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers included, Roma, Jews and anyone not of Greek origin or not professing the dominant religion in Greece. Albanians, who form a substantial majority of the immigrant population in Greece, are particularly subjected to prejudices and stereotypes although the situation has improved somewhat. ECRI welcomes the fact that more and more voices in the media and among officials are being raised in support of the idea that Greek society is multicultural, and expressing the opinion that, far from being a threat, multiculturalism is beneficial to Greece. Public debate on this issue is well underway, and ECRI hopes that the entire population living in Greece will come to support the idea that mutual respect and understanding make it possible for various groups to co-exist peacefully. In this connection, ECRI draws attention to the responsibility borne by the Greek Orthodox Church, the religion practiced by over 90 % of the Greek population, for promoting tolerance, religious tolerance especially, among its followers. 

	Recommendations:

101. ECRI recommends more extensive and systematic awareness-raising and training initiatives aimed at civil servants, elected representatives and politicians on issues of racism and discrimination.

102. ECRI also recommends that the Greek authorities further develop their awareness-raising activities directed at the general public by organising, for instance, a national campaign against racism and intolerance.
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E-mail: office@greekhelsinki.gr
Internet Addresses: Balkan Human Rights Web Pages: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr
The Balkan Human Rights List:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/balkanhr
The Greek Human Rights List: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/greekhr
Center of Documentation and Information on Minorities in Europe – Southeast Europe: http://www.cedime.net
GHM Board: Kevin Boyle, Panayote Dimitras, Nafsika Papanikolatos, Dimitrina Petrova, Gregory Vallianatos. 

International Advisory Committee: Savvas Agouridis, Teuta Arifi, Ivo Banac, Vladimir Bilandzic, Marcel Courthiade, Loring Danforth, Fernand de Varennes, Victor-Yves Ghebali, Henri Giordan, Krassimir Kanev, Will Kymlicka, Magda Opalski, Theodore S. Orlin, Dimitrina Petrova, Alan Phillips, Aaron Rhodes, Vladimir Solonari, Patrick Thornberry, Stefan Troebst, Boris Tsilevich, Tibor Varady, Marc Weller. 

Affiliation to International Organizations: Consortium of Minority Resources (COMIR), Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN), European Roma Rights Center (ERRC), International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX), International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), Minority Rights Group International (MRGI), One World Net, South East Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO), World Organization Against Torture (OMCT). 
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