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TOPIC: “I AM A VICTIM BUT I AM TREATED LIKE A SUSPECT” - “I AM IN FEAR FOR MY LIFE”: CRIES IN AGONY OF RECOGNIZED BUT UNPROTECTED VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) highlights today’s article concerning victims of trafficking of human beings. The article contains references and/ or interviews with three victims whose cases GHM handles or has dealt with. GHM underlines the fact that although a circular concerning the residence and work permits of recognized trafficking victims is in force, regional authorities have persistently, for months or even for almost one year, refused to provide them with these permits, invoking various impediments. At the same time, the competent Ministry of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization, which is aware of the problem, does not wish to take any steps to address it. Only two days ago, the competent regional authorities, after consultation with the Ministry of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization, rejected once again Tatiana A’s application for the issuing of a residence permit. The issue has been brought to the Ombudsman’s attention on April and again on early September 2004. GHM is wondering whether the Head of the Misdemeanours Prosecutor’s Office of Athens, Mr. Dimitris Papangelopoulos (who has demonstrated a special concern for trafficking victims) should, once again, be called to intervene by ordering the competent authorities to simply… apply the law and issue the relevant permits. Until the legislation concerning victims of trafficking is implemented, GHM believes that any contention to the effect that trafficking victims are provided with support is simply a lie. GHM would also like to note that the trafficking victims referred to in the article have not been aided by the state towards securing effective legal and human rights assistance, as the pertinent application for funding to the competent agency YDAS is pending … one year now. 
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“I am a victim, but I am treated like a suspect”
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Only a few of the women – trafficking victims stay in Greece following the filling of complaints against those forcibly prostituting them, as they only have two choices: either to return to their country or remain in Greece “clandestinely” for three years and then be deported from Greece after the trial.

"They Kick Us Out, and the Pimps Remain Unpunished"

http://ta-nea.dolnet.gr/neaweb/nta_nea.print_unique?e=A&f=18048&m=N22&aa=1
100 women have denounced criminal rings that exploited them but 90 of them have already gone
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Stelios Vradhelis
Human traffickers continue to remain unpunished as, by the time their cases reach the courts, their women victims have already been deported and are not allowed to return even to testify. 
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Tatiana: I want to stop living under threats. 
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In the past two years, more than a hundred women have denounced the traffickers exploiting them to the police, but only ten of them are still in Greece, waiting for their cases to come to trial. Most women victims of human trafficking networks choose to return to their home country because their only other choice is to remain in Greece illegally, without any rights, until the trial and their subsequent deportation. So far, only one woman out of the dozens described in a prosecution ruling as "human trafficking victims forced into prostitution" has received both a residence and a work permit. "They force us to leave Greece, and so the people who exploited us remain free", claim Olga and Tatiana, recognized victims of sexual exploitation.
Unprotected. Without a work permit, and because it usually takes more than 3 years for a human trafficking case to come to trial, the young women who decide to remain in Greece usually end up in other exploitation networks. As these women have often repeatedly argued, state assistance does little to improve their lives. 
Attorney Ioanna Kurtovic, who is defending victims of forced prostitution, notes that "there are numerous cases of pimping in Greece. Charges are pressed many times, but rarely do these cases result in convictions because most of the victims are deported. In cases that do reach the courts, few are tried to the full extent of the law, especially when these cases involve large networks". 
Law 3064, which came into effect in 2002, changed human trafficking, pimping and forced prostitution from misdemeanors to felonies, that is crimes involving imprisonment of up to 10 years. But changes to the law have done little to change conditions for women victims. "There is a clause preventing the deportation of these women until the case comes to trial", notes [Greek Helsinki Monitor advocate] Theodore Alexandridis, "but most fear for their lives as they are given insufficient protection, and are forced to return to their home country, which will anyway happen after their case is tried as they are in Greece illegally".


The Testimony of a 23-Year Old Russian Girl: 

"Although I Am a Victim, The State Treats Me Like a Suspect"


"I do not know which one of my adventures is the worst: when I left Russia and found myself in the hands of pimps, or now, when I am not allowed to live a normal life, to see my child, rebuild my life and of course stop living under threats". 
23-year-old Tatiana A. came to Greece in early 2003. Today she is one of the women described in a prosecutor’s decree as victims of sexual exploitation and forced prostitution. "I was divorced and with a child, trying to get by in Russia somehow. An acquaintance suggested I come to Greece, where I could make 3,000 euros a month as a dancer. In Russia, it would take me a year to make that much money. Tatiana agreed to come to Greece after her acquaintance assured her that the work she was being promised was "clean" and that she could return to Greece whenever she wished. Tatiana's first stop was Crete, and then Athens. "They took away my papers and told me that because they had spent money to bring me from Russia, I would have to work a year for them for free".

Illegal Papers. The network, headed by a Russian woman married to a Greek national, prepared new papers for Tatiana that made her appear as an ethnic Greek coming from Russia. Her Greek papers were signed by the Attica Prefecture and a Police Department. 
2 nightmarish months went by in strip bars in Athens, and Tatiana was next sent to Siros. There, she managed to momentarily escape the attention of her captors, notified some friends in Athens and pressed charges at the Ermoupolis Police station. In December 2003, and by virtue of a decision of the Syros Misdemeanors prosecutor Tatiana A. was recognized as a victim of human trafficking. “I thought that my ordeal had ended and that I could return to Russia to see my child. Unfortunately, things did not work out this way”, Tatiana stated. 

 
Postponement of Deportation. Several days after denouncing her adventure, she was notified of the postponement of her deportation as a result of a decision by the Aegean Appellate Prosecutor until her case came to trial. However, she was refused residence and work permits for Greece. This effectively meant that Tatiana could either leave Greece and return to Russia, giving up the opportunity to expose the network because of her inability to return to testify, or to remain in Greece hoping that the people who she claims ruined her life are punished. "I chose to stay and fight. Although I Am a Victim, The State Treats Me Like a Suspect". Several days ago, when Tatiana went to a police department to notarize her signature, she was arrested for "illegal entry into the country". "I explained the situation to them, but until a friend brought a paper to prove my status, they were preparing to deport me".

Glifadha Network Trial Begins Monday 

Two underage Romanian girls – victims are the basic witnesses
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One of the few cases where the decision to deport forced prostitution victims was postponed

------------------------------------------------------

Defendants indicted for participating in a network whose members kidnapped underage children from Romania and forced them into prostitution in Greece will stand trial, barring any unforeseen event, before the Felonies Appeals Court on Monday. Two of the women – victims of the network, Romanians Gina and Camelia are key prosecution witnesses. The two girls came to Greece through accomplices of their pimps at the ages of 15 and 16 respectively, and the case is now coming to trial almost six years after charges were pressed.

Police Officers - Clients. The charges pressed by the two girls brought to light a wide prostitution network that used apartments spread throughout Athens. In fact, the two girls worked in a "house" directly opposite the Glifadha Police Station, while officers serving at the police station are also defendants in the case as they were "clients who received special treatment". The case became known in early 1999. The inquiry was completed in the same year, charges were pressed and the defendants were arrested and released on restrictive conditions. The case was to be tried before the Felonies Appeals Court on 17 May this year, but was postponed due to personal difficulties cited by key defendant Sotiris Manis' attorney. The case was to be tried before the Appeals Court last Monday, but this time Sotiris Manis himself cited personal difficulties. The new date for the trial is the day after tomorrow, Monday 27 September.

Ioanna Kurtovic, attorney to the two young women, stated that the case is one of the most difficult cases of kidnapping and sexual exploitation of underage girls. The case involves a total of 27 defendants, including foreigners. All but three of the foreign defendants, meanwhile, have escaped abroad. Two of the key defendants, Ilias Toska and Isavella Zouli, remain in custody, while "middleman" Florin has disappeared. K. Adhamopoulos, who was commander of the Ghlifadha Police Station at the time, as well as police officer Stilianos Poulos have been indicted for dereliction of duty. Officer Konstandinos Sardhenes has been indicted as an accessory to rape.

The two girls' adventure began in September 1998, when a Romanian man,
Katalin Morea, convinced them that there was a future in Athens and steady
jobs in a café. 
Morea handed the two girls over to a trafficker, Florin Abitsigae for a sum, and the two girls set off for Athens. Shortly before entering Greece, their papers and identity cards were taken from them. Florin took Gina and Camelia by bus to Florin's house in Voula, where they also "met" Albanian Ilia Toska.


 Twelve-Hour Workday. They were placed at the “Mira Mare” hotel in Voula, from where they were taken daily to an apartment at 39 Vouliaghmenis masquerading as a "massage parlor". They were forced to "work" 12 hours a day, and the money they made was collected by Isavella Zouli. According to the indictment, the operation was headed by Greek national Sotiris Manis.

 "I Fear for My Life"

An overwhelming fear! This is the prevailing feeling for Gina, one of the victims in the case. The upcoming trial has put her under enormous stress; she cannot eat, cannot sleep well, and weighs a mere 40 kilos: "I fear for my life; I do not dream of a future; the traffickers are free; I go out on the street and I am terrified of running into one of them. I will never forget. How can anyone forget something like that?" she says. 
She and Camelia stayed in an Attica Security Department’s detention facility for three months before a judicial ruling placed them in a Youth Rehabilitation Center for four years at 223 Singrou Avenue. There, they were trained as hair stylists. Both are currently working in a factory.
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