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TOPIC: GREECE’S TOP MINISTER AND PUBLIC OPINION ACCEPT OR APPROVE OF NATIONALIST, XENOPHOBIC AND ANTI-SEMITIC PARTY’S SUCCESS! 
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) indicates two more alarming signs that Greece is characterized by “tolerance of intolerance.” 
In an interview to “Ethnos on Sunday” (20/6/2004), Minister of Interior, Public Administration and Local Administration Professor Prokopis Pavlopoulos (of the New Democracy –ND- party) answered a question about the newly elected to the European Parliament nationalist, xenophobic, anti-Semitic Greek party LAOS as follows: 

“Q: What does the entrance of LAOS to the European Parliament mean?

A:  The verdict of the Greek people is absolutely respectable. I am not going to criticize it and I consider that assigning labels is both arbitrary and dangerous. There is no monopoly of democratic sensitivity. Those who try to monopolize democratic sensitivity are most likely showing an anti-democratic behavior.

Q: Could there be a cooperation between New Democracy and LAOS, as with other parties?

A: I believe that [Government Spokesperson Minister] Roussopoulos answered this clearly. We do not need to cooperate with anyone. Of course any time that one must enter into a dialog with whomever else, because this is called for by the institutional function of the regime, this will be taking place. But this does not mean cooperation.”  

On the same day, “Eleftherotypia on Sunday” published a 14-16 June 2004 country-wide opinion poll by RASS which included the question “Are you satisfied with LAOS entrance in the European Parliament?”. 52.1% of Greeks answered yes while 38.6% answered no (and 9.3% did not answer it). The percentage of those satisfied was 64.2% among ND supporters, 45.8% among socialist PASOK supporters, 31.1% among communist KKE supporters, and 20.6% among leftist Coalition supporters.
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