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TOPIC: UN CESCR AND UN CAT REVIEW GREECE’S RECORD ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS AND FIGHT AGAINST TORTURE
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) highlights two important reviews of Greece’s international obligations by UN expert bodies next week (26-30 April 2004) in Geneva. The UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) will review the first ever report belatedly submitted by Greece while the UN Committee Against Torture (CAT), in a pre-session, will develop a list of issues to prepare its review of Greece’s report scheduled for November 2004. GHM has submitted related reports to both committees, along or jointly with Amnesty International (AI), the European Roma Rights Center (ERRC), Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE), the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), Minority Rights Group – Greece (MRG-G), and the World Organizations against Torture (OMCT). COHRE, GHM, and OMCT will also be making related presentations next week. All related documents are available in GHM’s website (see below). 

GHM would like to draw particular attention to the appendix to its recent submission to CESCR (http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/articles/table_romani_children_cescr.xls and overleaf herein): a table assembling figures the Greek authorities have given to various UN bodies or domestically about Romani schoolchildren in Greek education. They show that they are probably all unreliable as they are conflicting; if they are reliable though, they indicate that, in 2003-2204, the number of Romani children at school (5,105) is at the level of 1997 (5,060), which refutes Greece’s assertion in its 2002 report to the UN CESCR, that school attendance among Romani children has risen by 40%.  
GHM has previously submitted relevant reports to all UN bodies that have reviewed Greece’s record: the UN Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) and UN CAT in 2001, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the UN Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) in 2002. 
GHM has also prepared special web pages from which all relevant material from each review (state reports, UN bodies’ lists of issues – debates – releases – recommendations, NGO reports, etc.) can be handily accessed. They are:

U.N. CAT: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/special_issues/cat.html 

U.N. CEDAW: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/special_issues/cedaw.html 

U.N. CERD: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/special_issues/cerd.html 

U.N. CRC: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/special_issues/crc.html 

U.N. CESCR: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/special_issues/cescr.html 

E-mail: office@greekhelsinki.gr
Internet Addresses: Balkan Human Rights Web Pages: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr
The Balkan Human Rights List:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/balkanhr
The Greek Human Rights List: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/greekhr
Center of Documentation and Information on Minorities in Europe – Southeast Europe: http://www.cedime.net
GHM Board: Kevin Boyle, Panayote Dimitras, Orestis Georgiadis, Dimitrina Petrova, Gregory Vallianatos. 

International Advisory Committee: Savvas Agouridis, Teuta Arifi, Ivo Banac, Vladimir Bilandzic, Marcel Courthiade, Loring Danforth, Fernand de Varennes, Victor-Yves Ghebali, Henri Giordan, Krassimir Kanev, Will Kymlicka, Magda Opalski, Theodore S. Orlin, Dimitrina Petrova, Alan Phillips, Aaron Rhodes, Vladimir Solonari, Patrick Thornberry, Stefan Troebst, Boris Tsilevich, Tibor Varady, Marc Weller. 

Affiliation to International Organizations: Consortium of Minority Resources (COMIR), Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN), European Roma Rights Center (ERRC), International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX), International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), Minority Rights Group International (MRGI), One World Net, South East Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO), World Organization Against Torture (OMCT). 
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