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TOPIC: SAD THOUGHTS ON THE OCCASION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST RACISM IN GREECE
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM), on the occasion of today’s International Day Against Racism, would like to draw attention to three recent news stories that serve as evidence of enduring problems while the anti-discrimination struggle is limited to tokenism with no continuity nor consistency.

According to the 2001 report published by the National Committee on Human Rights, Roma in Greece “are condemned to living in conditions of apartheid”. Regarding these institutionally marginalized Roma communities, GHM draws attention to three recent tragic incidents reported in the news. It seems that the reports failed to move any authority or any other body, however, they are indicative of what every-day life is like for these Greek citizens. On 14/3, in Komotini, a divorced 12-year-old Romni (Gypsy girl) gave birth without having received appropriate care by a gynecologist throughout her pregnancy (http://www.mpa.gr/article.html?doc_id=442401). On 18/3, an 86-year-old Romni was tragically killed when fire broke out from a lit stove in her shed, in the Roma settlement of Assos, Korinthia (http://www.mpa.gr/article.html?doc_id=442726). On 19/3, a 5-year-old Romni was transferred to the Athens Children’s Hospital “Paidon” from the island of Chios, suffering from acute septicemia, after being badly burned in a fire at the family’s shed located at the riverbank of Armenis (http://www.mpa.gr/article.html?doc_id=443129). 

At the same time and within the framework of its communication strategy, the Greek socialist party PASOK advertised the intended inclusion of representatives of groups that are being discriminated against, in an effort to demonstrate that both the fight against discrimination and the multicultural dimension of Greek society are considered among its top priorities. Nonetheless, after the candidacies were announced, PASOK did nothing to promote and support them; as a result, the specific candidates failed miserably. At the bottom of the results list, having obtained just 1,000 votes, were the Jewish candidate in Athens-Suburbs and the Roma candidate in Thessaloniki-City. In the three out of four other last positions on the list for Athens-Suburbs there was an Armenian, a Pontic and a Palestinian candidate, with 4,500-5,500 votes. Let it be noted that PASOK’s intention to have a Jewish candidate was described –obviously by the party’s spin doctors as it was reproduced in several newspapers– as an intention “to nominate an Israeli and a Palestinian, who have lived in Greece for many years and they are obviously Greek citizens.” And this despite the fact that the Jewish candidate (and not an Israeli, i.e. a citizen or resident of Israel…) of PASOK comes from a family that has lived in Greece for centuries if not millennia… This is an unfortunate mistake and PASOK made no effort to see that any of the media who reproduced it corrected it…    
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