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TOPIC: TWO IMPORTANT TRIALS ON NOVEMBER 24: POLICE OFFICER ON TRIAL FOR KILLING AN ALBANIAN AND JOURNALIST ON TRIAL FOR INSULTING A POLICE OFFICER OVER THE PHONE (!).

Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) informs that on Monday, November 24, 2003, two important cases go on trial as far as human rights are concerned. In the Second Three-Member Misdemeanors Court of Athens (Building 8, Former Military School), police officer Ioannis Rizopoulos goes on trial for the manslaughter of 20-year-old Albanian immigrant Gentjan Çelniku; the incident took place in Athens, at Ameriki Square, on November 21, 2001. In the Three-Member Misdemeanors Court of Amaliada, Makis Nodaros, a journalist for the daily newspaper “Eleftherotypia”, goes on trial on appeal for having insulted Stavroula Papadopoulou, a police officer at the Police Department of Lehaina, during a phone conversation.

Police officer Ioannis Rizopoulos was initially indicted on charges of reckless homicide (a felony). However, the Misdemeanors Judicial Council, under ruling Ref. No. 4652/9-10-2002, indicted the defendant only on manslaughter charges (a misdemeanor): despite the appeals by Amnesty International and the International Helsinki Federation to the Prosecutor of the Supreme Court, asking for an appeal to be filed in order for a proper inquiry to be conducted, and despite a similar request made by GHM to the Chief Prosecutor of the Appeals Court, the appeals prosecutor charged with the case did not file an appeal. At the same time, in 2003, the – not all so impartial – Sworn Administrative Inquiry (EDE) conducted by Hellenic Police (EL.AS.) was concluded, recommending the punishment of suspension from duty: however, the First Instance Disciplinary Council, did not impose any punishment on the police officer. An appeal against the decision was lodged by EL.AS. High Command and the case is still pending in the Second Instance Disciplinary Council. Nonetheless, both justice and EL.AS. adopt the totally unfounded claim of the defense that Çelniku’s death resulted when the firearm the police officer was holding pointing upwards went off after being kicked in the elbow by the deceased, when he was approaching the victim from the right; as a result, the bullet entered the victim’s head from behind, at the right side, when he was laying down in a open space. Common logic dictates that in such a situation, the direction of the bullet would have been upwards, towards the sky, and not downwards. At the same time, the courts and EL.AS. totally ignored the second contusion in the upper left back side of the head noted by the forensics medical expert and the doctor on duty at the IKA hospital where the deceased was transferred originally. Most probably, that injury resulted from a blow in the head, before the fatal gunshot was fired. Proper consideration of those points should have lead to an indictment on reckless homicide (a felony). More information on the case can be found at http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/special_issues/ai-ihf-torture-background/GENTJAN%20CELNIKU.doc.  

On February 1, 2002, the One-Member Misdemeanors Court of Lehaina passed a two-month imprisonment sentence against Makis Nodaros (convertible to a fine of 4.40 euros per day), for having insulted Stavroula Papadopoulou, a police officer with the Police Department of Lehaina. Papadopoulou claimed that on 26/11/1999 she called at the journalist’s office in order to ask him to stop by the P.D. for police business, following complaints by another local citizen against the journalist; then the journalist allegedly replied “lady, go wash some dishes”. The court accepted the police officer’s claim, despite the fact that there was no other – nor could there have been another– witness of the incident and despite the fact the journalist had mentioned that the complaint lodged by the police officer (on 6/12/1999) was intended as a sort of revenge against him for having published at least six articles in “Eleftherotypia”, between 13/11-4/12/99, making serious accusations against police officers for corruption. It is indicative that despite the publicity on the case by the Ios investigative team (Eleftherotypia, 25/10/03 http://www.enet.gr/online/online_p1_fpage_text.jsp?dt=25/10/2003&id=68428148), only the Journalists Association of Daily Newspapers in Peloponnesos, Epirus and the Islands (a member of POESY, the Pan-Hellenic Association of Journalists) issued a declaration in support of the journalist, condemning his indictment. All other associations (ESIEA – the Journalists’ Union of the Athens Daily Newspapers, etc) that have been quite vocal when other “well-known” Greek or non-Greek journalists are being prosecuted, kept silent this time round, despite “Eleftherotypia”‘s appeals. And so did international organizations fighting for the freedom of the press (Reporters Without Borders - RSF etc.) who seem to selectively defend the rights of some journalists (only the victims of inexcusable attacks for the way the November 17 terrorist-group case is being covered by them), while ignoring numerous other convictions for defamation, and embellish the current situation in Greece in their reports. Let it be noted that on 24-25/11 a two-day conference is being held by RSF and OSCE in Paris, aiming at the decriminalization of defamation (http://www.ifex.org/en/content/view/full/54978)... 
UPDATE
28/11/2003

The policeman was acquitted.

The journalist was convicted to 40 days in prison; he refused the conversion into a fine. While heading to prison, the court decided to suspend the sentence, even though the journalist did not make such a request.  

GHM, the only NGO monitoring either trial, will issue separate releases on each case.
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