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TOPIC: REQUEST TO SUSPEND POLICE DIRECTOR OF ACHAIA OVER RACIST CIRCULAR TARGETING ROMA
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) sent a letter to the Minister of Public Order Giorgos Floridis yesterday, in order to express satisfaction (in principle) over the decision of Police Director of Western Greece, Lieutenant-General Fotis Bourantas, to withdraw a circular by Police Directorate of Achaia entitled “Proposed measures for shop owners in view of the forthcoming carnival festivities” and to conduct a Sworn Inquiry Investigation (EDE). Point 4 in the circular suggested “not to exchange money with private citizens, especially Gypsies” (see daily “Eleftherotypia” http://www.enet.gr/online/online_print.jsp?id=9184204  19/2/2004). Nonetheless, GHM mentioned that G. Bourantas hastened to influence the EDE’s outcome, by stating that “a police officer wrote the announcement under the pressure of hastiness and heavy workload”. However, the copy of the circular, currently at the disposal of GHM, bears the signature “by the Police Directorate of Achaia” while the distribution of the circular is mentioned in the relevant news report to have been done by Police Director of Achaia D. Karras (see http://www.patrastoday.gr/Carnival2004/articles.asp?id=124 «PatrasToday.gr» 17-2-2004). GHM considers, therefore, that it is imperative to suspend Police Director of Achaia D. Karras in order not to affect the impartiality of the EDE and because of his obvious responsibility regarding the circular issued by his own directorate, even if he it is established that he were not the one to write it strictly-speaking. GHM requested the Minister to be kept informed of his related actions and the EDE findings in order to subsequently update the international organizations already informed of Hellenic Police’s (EL.AS.) racist circular.   

E-mail: office@greekhelsinki.gr
Internet Addresses: Balkan Human Rights Web Pages: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr
The Balkan Human Rights List:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/balkanhr
The Greek Human Rights List: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/greekhr
Center of Documentation and Information on Minorities in Europe – Southeast Europe: http://www.cedime.net
GHM Board: Kevin Boyle, Panayote Dimitras, Orestis Georgiadis, Dimitrina Petrova, Gregory Vallianatos. 

International Advisory Committee: Savvas Agouridis, Teuta Arifi, Ivo Banac, Vladimir Bilandzic, Marcel Courthiade, Loring Danforth, Fernand de Varennes, Victor-Yves Ghebali, Henri Giordan, Krassimir Kanev, Will Kymlicka, Magda Opalski, Theodore S. Orlin, Dimitrina Petrova, Alan Phillips, Aaron Rhodes, Vladimir Solonari, Patrick Thornberry, Stefan Troebst, Boris Tsilevich, Tibor Varady, Marc Weller. 

Affiliation to International Organizations: Consortium of Minority Resources (COMIR), Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN), European Roma Rights Center (ERRC), International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX), International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), Minority Rights Group International (MRGI), One World Net, South East Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO), World Organization Against Torture (OMCT). 
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