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PRESS RELEASE

18 June 2004

TOPIC: GREEK COURTS SET FREE TRAFFICKERS OF MINOR!
Greek Helsinki Monitor distributes the following news story and an update.

Athens-based Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) and the Thessaloniki-based Center for Rehabilitation of Torture Victims (CRTV) are offering assistance to the trafficking victims mentioned below. They have since found out that, regrettably, the name of the victim was given to at least one newspaper. That the name of the hospital was also given to the media. And that all three suspects were yesterday released on bail and none was remanded which, if the information below about a prior conviction is verified and in view of the fact that this is an aggravated case as the second victim is a 17 (not 18) year old minor, is an unacceptable ruling of the prosecutor and the investigating judge. That is in the series of scandalous treatments of trafficking cases by Greek courts.
KATHIMERINI

16 June 2004

Sex gang victim risks all in jump 
http://www.ekathimerini.com/4dcgi/_w_articles_politics_100014_16/06/2004_43989
A young woman from Lithuania suffered severe spinal injuries after jumping from the balcony of a hotel in northern Greece in order to escape a gang that had forced her into prostitution, police said yesterday.

Three suspected gang members, Greek men aged 59, 48 and 45, were arrested and charged with procuring and sex trafficking. One of the suspects had a past conviction for procuring.

The 18-year-old, whose name was not made public, was being treated under police guard in a Thessaloniki hospital. Doctors expressed hopes that, following surgery today, she would be able to regain full use of her lower limbs.

A second 18-year-old from Lithuania, who jumped with the first from the first floor of a central Veria hotel where the two were forced to work as prostitutes, escaped with minor cuts. Police said the injured girl had refused to testify against the suspects, claiming to have fallen off the balcony in a fit of dizziness. The second woman has been placed in a witness protection program.
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