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PRESS RELEASE
16 February 2004
TOPIC: SPATA ROMA STILL “UNDER THE WEATHER”: FOURTH DAY IN A ROW WITH NO WATER, AMIDST GENERAL MUNICIPAL AND MINISTRY INDIFFERENCE!

Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) denounces the total indifference of the Spata Municipality and the competent Ministry of Interior for the Roma community living in the Spata “model” settlement. Following yesterday’s allegations (see yesterday’s press release below), the only thing that happened was that the road finally opened on Sunday afternoon. Through mid-day today, no water nor any food supplies had been carried over as promised by the Municipality. Around 4pm, a GHM representative contacted the Mayor of Spata Athanasios Tountas. The Mayor admitted that the settlement had not been provided with water since last Thursday and merely added that it will be done without committing himself, though, as to when this will happen. He also added that the Municipality has no intention whatsoever to carry food to the settlement, contradicting the statements made by the Deputy Mayor only the day before; he then requested GHM to “come over and help out”. GHM is not aware as to whether the competent Interior Minister Nikos Alivizatos and the Deputy Interior Minister Nikos Bistis (who had in the past pledged to help solve the problems of this community) acted at all on this problem: judging from the current results, it seems that they did nothing… GHM denounces the insensibility of the state in its entirety, which reaffirms in the most evident way that in Greece there is no respect for the Roma. GHM will inform of the events the European Parliament and the Council of Europe: both had visited the “model apartheid” settlement more times than even middle state agents had cared to visit it. GHM will also inform the Prosecutor of the First Instance Court of Athens.  
PRESS RELEASE

15 February 2004

TOPIC: CRIMINAL ABANDONMENT BY THE STATE OF SNOW-BOUND “MODEL” ROMA SETTLEMENT NEAR ATHENS (SPATA) AIRPORT, FOR THREE CONTINUOUS DAYS, WITH NO WATER NOR ELECTRICITY!

Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) denounces the criminal abandonment by the state of the “model” Spata Roma settlement, built on land belonging to “El. Venizelos” airport. Since Thursday evening until Sunday mid-day, according to allegations made by community representatives to GHM, the horrific 1.5km-long dirt road joining the settlement to a junction on the main public road connecting Spata to Loutsa (itself some further 3.5km away from the last house of Spata), remained blocked by snow. As a result, it was not possible for sick children to visit a doctor, while some 22 families were left with no water because the “model” settlement is not equipped with running water facilities but depends on a tank-wagon to replenish two plastic water tanks on a daily basis. Furthermore, the settlement remains without any electricity: three years after the “model” relocation of the Roma, of which the Greek state is so proud, there is still no electricity (not to mention any heating)! The community representatives alleged that when they called the Spata Municipality, the employees told them to “address themselves to the former Mayor who had them settled out there” and that “no one cares for you, you are abandoned just like dogs”. GHM also reports that even though the Prefecture of East Attica was aware of the problem since Friday, they did nothing through today. When GHM called today at mid-day the Deputy Mayor of Spata Christos Markou, the latter replied that the Municipality was aware of the settlement being cut-off. Confirming in the best possible way the inaccessibility of the settlement, he mentioned that during the last couple of days, municipal snow-plowing vehicles attempted twice to clear the road leading to the settlement, but were forced to return to base. He also mentioned that, on Sunday, members of the local mountaineering association were going to head towards the settlement carrying food provisions, while an available track vehicle was also scheduled to open the road and carry food and water to the settlement. The Deputy Mayor pointed out that these initiatives were taken solely by the Municipality; the Prefecture had no contribution whatsoever.

GHM calls on the Prosecutor’s Office of the First Instance Court of Athens to order a preliminary investigation and to proceed with the prosecution of those responsible for multiple abandonment of Greek civilians in an area of forced and inhuman relocation that is proven quite evidently not to be a “model settlement” but a “model of apartheid”, as the Greek National Commission of Human Rights and the Council of Europe have stated in the past. This relocation does not even satisfy the minimum infrastructure requirements set out by the state in relevant legislation. GHM also calls on the Minister of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization, Nikos Alivizatos, to seek out and to attribute disciplinary administrative responsibilities to the local government officials. Furthermore, he could ask the Deputy Interior Minister Nikos Bistis who visited the settlement and issued two statements, in December 2003, stating that he “has taken an initiative, in collaboration with the competent state agencies and institutions, to speed up the implementation of the commitments by the Greek State to the communities of Spata”: there was no reaction by the competent authorities following the interest of the Deputy Minister (even though this is not his responsibility) for the Spata Roma community as well as for the Roma communities living in Aspropyrgos and near the Athens Olympic Stadium in Marousi, on which the Deputy Minister also took some initiatives.
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Internet Addresses: Balkan Human Rights Web Pages: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr
The Balkan Human Rights List:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/balkanhr
The Greek Human Rights List: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/greekhr
Center of Documentation and Information on Minorities in Europe – Southeast Europe: http://www.cedime.net
GHM Board: Kevin Boyle, Panayote Dimitras, Orestis Georgiadis, Dimitrina Petrova, Gregory Vallianatos. 

International Advisory Committee: Savvas Agouridis, Teuta Arifi, Ivo Banac, Vladimir Bilandzic, Marcel Courthiade, Loring Danforth, Fernand de Varennes, Victor-Yves Ghebali, Henri Giordan, Krassimir Kanev, Will Kymlicka, Magda Opalski, Theodore S. Orlin, Dimitrina Petrova, Alan Phillips, Aaron Rhodes, Vladimir Solonari, Patrick Thornberry, Stefan Troebst, Boris Tsilevich, Tibor Varady, Marc Weller. 

Affiliation to International Organizations: Consortium of Minority Resources (COMIR), Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN), European Roma Rights Center (ERRC), International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX), International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), Minority Rights Group International (MRGI), One World Net, South East Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO), World Organization Against Torture (OMCT). 
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