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PRESS RELEASE

10 August 2004

TOPIC: STATEMENTS TO “AVGHI” BY LIVIA JAROKA, CLAUDE CAHN, AND VASILIS PAITERIS FOLLOWING VISITS TO ROMA SETTLEMENTS NEAR ATHENS’ OLYMPIC STADIUM
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) distributes below a translated excerpt from the two page article in the progressive left daily “Avghi” on the visit, on 31 July 2004, to the Romani settlement of Spata and four Romani settlements in Psari and Nea Zoi of Aspropyrgos, all a mere 20 minutes away from Athens’ Olympic Stadium. The visiting delegation included Livia Jaroka – the only ethnic Romani Member of the European Parliament, on Hungary’s FIDESZ - European People’s Party list, Vasilis Paiteris – Special Advisor on Romani Issues to the Deputy Minister of Culture Petros Tatoulis, and representatives of the European Roma Rights Center (ERRC) and its Greek affiliate Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM). The statements of the first three to “Avghi” follow. Twelve pictures taken by GHM during the visit, showing the inhuman living conditions of the Roma are available at the web page (you will be asked to join Yahoo):

http://photos.groups.yahoo.com/group/greekhr/lst?.dir=/Jaroka-Paiteris-ERRC-GHM+Visit+to+Roma&.src=gr&.order=&.view=t&.done=http%3a//briefcase.yahoo.com

 HYPERLINK "http://photos.groups.yahoo.com/group/greekhr/lst?.dir=/Jaroka-Paiteris-ERRC-GHM+Visit+to+Roma&.src=gr&.order=&.view=t&.done=http%3a//briefcase.yahoo.com/" /  
AVGHI

3 August 2004

The time of the Gypsies in the era of the Olympic Games…
Reporting: Nikos Morfonios

(…)
“I am really shocked”

Following our visit to the Romani settlements, the member of the European Parliament, Livia Jaroka, elected with Hungary’s FIDESZ that belongs to the European People’s Party like Greece’s governing party ‘New Democracy’ – stated that she was shocked by what she saw. “I am really shocked”, she stated, “by what I saw, especially because the conditions are the same as three years ago, when I had visited Greece. Romani people in Greece along with those in Bulgaria are in the worst situation in the European countries I have visited up to now. It is indeed a great contradiction for a country that is organizing the Olympic Games and spends huge amounts of money on infrastructure and development projects, to have social groups like the Romani people living in dust and garbage.” Livia assured us that she is going to do her best in order to push forward the issue in the European Union/E.U. bodies. She stated characteristically that “firstly, in September I will approach the Greek members of the European Parliament so as to point to them that they have to take into consideration the issue of Romani people more seriously, while on 11 October, I will appear as a witness before the European Committee of Social Rights in Strasbourg, for the hearing on the collective complaint lodged by the European Roma Rights Center (ERRC) against the Greek state concerning the housing issue of Romani people in Greece.” 

Claude Chan was also shocked and stated that “the Center (ERRC) has been dealing with the Romani people in Greece since 1996 but unfortunately little has been improved in the last 8 years. This raises many questions as to where the money coming to Greece with the European programs for the improvement of the situation of Romani people is being spent, as actually these programs appear to remain in paper form.” 

Vasilis Paiteris, who is also a member of the newly formed Committee for the Social Integration of Gypsies, wonders where the money coming from the European funds is going as well, and added in a characteristic way that “even a small part of the ‘European billions’ that are being allocated would suffice for so many thousands of Roma to live in dignity.”

E-mail: office@greekhelsinki.gr
Internet Addresses: Balkan Human Rights Web Pages: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr
The Balkan Human Rights List:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/balkanhr
The Greek Human Rights List: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/greekhr
Center of Documentation and Information on Minorities in Europe – Southeast Europe: http://www.cedime.net
GHM Board: Kevin Boyle, Panayote Dimitras, Nafsika Papanikolatos, Dimitrina Petrova, Gregory Vallianatos. 

International Advisory Committee: Savvas Agouridis, Teuta Arifi, Ivo Banac, Vladimir Bilandzic, Marcel Courthiade, Loring Danforth, Fernand de Varennes, Victor-Yves Ghebali, Henri Giordan, Krassimir Kanev, Will Kymlicka, Magda Opalski, Theodore S. Orlin, Dimitrina Petrova, Alan Phillips, Aaron Rhodes, Vladimir Solonari, Patrick Thornberry, Stefan Troebst, Boris Tsilevich, Tibor Varady, Marc Weller. 

Affiliation to International Organizations: Consortium of Minority Resources (COMIR), Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN), European Roma Rights Center (ERRC), International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX), International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), Minority Rights Group International (MRGI), One World Net, South East Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO), World Organization Against Torture (OMCT). 
PAGE  
2

