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TOPIC: RACIAL PROFILING OF MUSLIM MIGRANTS BY HELLENIC POLICE
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) denounces the officially stated racial profiling by Hellenic Police of Muslim migrants, amidst repeated allegations of cases of their harassment. On 23 April 2004 GHM sent a private letter to the Chief of Hellenic Police Fotis Nasiakos noting that his statement in a police seminar the previous day gave the impression that Muslims are generally suspects of terrorist acts which is a form of racial profiling. GHM expressed the hope this was a misunderstanding and requested that the Chief clarifies his statement. The Chief never answered or even acknowledged the letter: his office even refused to give GHM the protocol number assigned to the letter as in any document received by the state, arguing that it was confidential... 

Addressing 400 police officers in a 22 April seminar, according to a state Athens News Agency story, he made “an in-depth analysis of Islamic terrorism.” Inter alia he reportedly said: “If a group of Muslims meet in a house to pray, it is an innocent action. If, though, some of them rent three cars then there is something suspicious, as some terrorists would never steal a car, but they would rent or buy a car so as not to raise suspicions.”  

In recent months there have been several reports of police harassment of Muslims that go beyond usual control of foreigners. As a result, there is a fear among many of them that they may even be banished during the Olympic Games. The Chief’s statements and his refusal to make any clarifications about them may help explain why Hellenic Police is over-zealous with Muslim migrants -few are Arabs among them- in the fight against terrorism and the Olympic Games related security measures. 


On 12 June 2004, GHM reported to the Greek Ombudsman the absence of any response by Nasiakos and the refusal to give a protocol number claiming it is confidential, both in breach of the Greek Civil Service Procedures Code. In the complaint to the Ombudsman, GHM added that the non-response confirms the racial profiling problem in Hellenic Police recorded also by inter-governmental organizations, and is in direct violation of General Policy Recommendation No. 8 (http://www.coe.int/T/E/human%5Frights/Ecri/1%2DECRI/3%2DGeneral%5Fthemes/1%2DPolicy%5FRecommendations/Recommendation%5FN%B08

 HYPERLINK "http://www.coe.int/T/E/human_rights/Ecri/1-ECRI/3-General_themes/1-Policy_Recommendations/Recommendation_N%B08/" /) by ECRI. In view of all that and the forthcoming Olympic Games, GHM requested from the Ombudsman, to review the legality of this attitude of the Hellenic Police. Through 9 July 2004, the Ombudsman was not known to have taken any related action. 
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Affiliation to International Organizations: Consortium of Minority Resources (COMIR), Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN), European Roma Rights Center (ERRC), International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX), International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), Minority Rights Group International (MRGI), One World Net, South East Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO), World Organization Against Torture (OMCT). 
2

