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TOPIC: HARSH ATTACK AGAINST COUNCIL OF EUROPE 


AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 


BY PANHELLENIC FEDERATION OF GREEK ROMA ASSOCIATIONS 








The collaborating organizations, Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) and Minority Rights Group - Greece (MRG-G), distribute the following press release of the Panhellenic Association of Greek Roma Associations (POSER), which is known to have been created with government support and is the government’s privileged “interlocutor” on Roma issues, as it is the only one that participates in the related intergovernmental commissions.





The release was sent to our organizations on 6/8/2001. Besides the misrepresentation of reality in Greece, the release is an answer to the statement by the Council of Europe’s representative on the problems of Roma in Greece, with a harsh attack inspired by the totalitarian theories on collective responsibility. It is also an attack against Non-Governmental Organizations that systematically highlight the problems of the Roma, working with representatives of those Roma that are daily faced with the consequences of institutionalised, administrative and social racism. This working relation has led to the creation of a coordination body (SOKADRE) and the development of a common platform. Finally, we recall that, a year ago, the POSER President had stated that the European Roma’s “political judgment is still embryonic.”
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PANHELLENIC FEDERATION 


OF GREEK ROMA ASSOCIATIONS (P.O.S.E.R.)





2 August. Day of Commemoration of the Roma Holocaust by the Germans.





PRESS RELEASE





On the day commemorating the Roma Holocaust by the Germans, P.O.S.E.R. takes the opportunity to proclaim the following:


Greek Roma do NOT experience organized social or institutionalized racism in Greece. Any incidents of infringements on their human rights are confined to a purely personal level. Although Greek legislation still contains obsolete and anachronistic provisions that have racial undertones, these provisions have been dismantled and are no longer applied in daily practice. Their total repeal, however, is called for.


On the other hand, by our information, Roma today still suffer from organized social racism throughout almost the entire European Union.


The Council of Europe’s references to a supposed “institutionalized apartheid” in Greece (spokesperson Josephine Verspaget to the Greek media, 13-6-01) NEITHER affect NOR concern us. Greek Roma do NOT seek anyone else’s arbitration or mediation. Or at least not of those who for centuries have sent Roma to the stake and confiscated their property, not of those who cut out their tongues, not of those who made soap out of them, not of those who waged pogroms against them and, in the final analysis, not of those who employ the dogma of “bombs succeed where words fail.” Any problems the Greek Roma have they will solve through a dialog solely with the Greek State and society.


Lastly, we want to remind Non-Governmental Organizations, which have turned the disclosure of human rights violations into profitable professional employment, that the days of guidance and patronage for Greek Roma are gone forever. Greek Roma are LEGALLY and OFFICIALLY represented by P.O.S.E.R. (26 Associations - 100,000 members), and the creation of any other informal organizations is redundant and possibly even suspect. Their belated concern over the drafting of proposals to the state shows them to be uninformed, at the very least, since the package of measures announced by the state (May 2001) adopts in essence the proposals of P.O.S.E.R. and those of the Inter-Municipal Network in whose jurisdiction Greek Roma live.
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