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PRESS RELEASE

7 June 2004

TOPIC: GREEK ANTI-SEMITIC PARTY ALLIED WITH SHARON, AHERN KAI OTHER EUROPEAN GOVERNMENT PARTIES!

Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) denounces the support offered to the extreme right, nationalist, xenophobic and anti-Semitic party Popular Orthodox Herald (LAOS) by European government parties as well as Ariel Sharon’s party, that all belong to the European Parliament’s Union for Europe of the Nations (UEN) or its broader Alliance for Europe of the Nations (AEN). Information available in the website http://www.euobserver.com/index.phtml?preview=true&aid=6785&previewKey=10fe0ed6c9 indicates that in AEN’s founding meeting participated alongside LAOS, among other parties, Ariel Sharon’s Likud, Fianna Fail of the current EU President Bertie Ahern, as well as the government coalition parties of Italy Alleanza Nazionale and of Portugal CDS - Popular Party. A month ago, GHM sought Likud’s reaction to this through the Israeli Embassy in Athens: the –meaningful- silence that followed was an –obvious- confirmation of the alliance. GHM calls upon UEN and AEN and its member parties to immediately expel LAOS. GHM also calls upon all intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations that fight racism to make similar appeals.

In the current election campaign, as shown in the party weekly “Alpha Ena,” LAOS stresses its membership in UEN and AEN and also anti-Semitism, to the extent that no other -even extreme right- party has ever done in any previous election campaign in Greece. Some recent characteristic quotes:

Issue of 5-6/6/2004: “Zionist action the propaganda against Greece;” “Zionists control the planet,” “the terrorist strike against New York’s twin towers has been proven beyond any doubt to be caused by the action of America’s Jewish-Zionists;” “the dollar’s symbol is not D but $(SH) for SHEKEL, honouring the first Jewish currency.”

Issue of 29-30/5/2004: “Rozakis’ election as Greek judge in the European Court of Human Rights is a Zionist victory… confirming the dominant trend in the European Parliament –it is indeed a clear victory of Zionism with consequences that no one can foresee;” “what Europe do you like, … American, Zionist, internationalist, multicultural?” (the latter quote is in the introduction of AEN’s press release backing LAOS).    
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