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TOPIC: POLICE OFFICER WHO KILLED ROM IN ZEFYRI STILL ON DUTY DESPITE HIS ANNOUNCED, EVEN INTERNATIONALLY, DISMISSAL! 

HAD CAUSED TWO MORE SERIOUS INCIDENTS IN THE PAST BUT REMAINED IN SERVICE CARRYING FIREARMS! 

Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) informs that the police officer who killed Rom Marinos Christopoulos in the area of Zefiri, in October of 2001, still remains in the service, in a police department of Greater Athens, despite the fact that he has been indicted to be tried by a Mixed Jury Court for reckless homicide, despite the fact that the Disciplinary Council of Hellenic Police (EL.AS.) decided his dismissal eight months ago, and despite the fact that the Minister of Justice Michalis Chrysohoides –obviously ill-informed by his associates– stated almost a year ago to Alvaro Gil-Robles, the Council of Europe’s Commissioner for Human Rights, that the police officer had ... already been removed from service … So he is still in service (EL.AS. had committed itself in notifying GHM as representative of the victim’s relatives upon his final dismissal) because the second level Disciplinary Council of EL.AS. has not yet found the time to investigate the –pending for six months now– appeal, originally because the lawyer of the accused could not be present, and later on because the Disciplinary Council awaits its new composition due to annual police officers’ reviews and promotions… 

For the record, this police officer had been the object of two further disciplinary investigations by EL.AS. In the first case, in 1995, he violated a red light while on a service motorcycle, causing damages to the vehicle and a taxi in which it collided. The second time, in 1999, while he was driving a motorcycle while not in service, he considered a citizen’s driving dangerous and –as stated by EL.AS.– “he didn’t remain calm, as he should have, and got involved in an incident .. during which he beat the other driver with punches in the face causing … bodily injuries and damage to the victim’s health which could have endangered his life and caused serious bodily harm, for which legal proceedings were initiated”. The related punishments were … 20,000 drs. (app. 60 euros) and 50,000 drs. (app. 150 euros) fines respectively and nothing else. 

The second punishment was imposed just 100 days before the killing of Marinos Christopoulos. Remaining on duty with a gun, on 24 October 2001, he lost his temper again and this time he caused permanent and definite damage to the life of a Rom. Once again, the police officer remained in his position: EL.AS., in response to a request also made by the Greek Ombudsman to suspend the officer from duty, rejected it by misleading the Independent Authority, “after it took under consideration … his personality, which does not indicate any special danger for him to  carry out similar actions”…  

For this reason, GHM considers that EL.AS. itself, as much as its police office, are responsible for the murder in Zefyri. And, along with the victims’ relatives, which are being represented by GHM, it wonders whether the “caresses” in the cases of the disciplinary incidents have something to do with the fact that the police officer, in the first incident, was posted at the office of the Minister of Public Order. GHM asks publicly the current Minister: how does he explain the misleading of the Council of Europe and the Greek Ombudsman in this matter and mainly how can he explain and justify the ridiculous disciplinary measures for the aforementioned incidents and the obstruction in making the removal decision final (a delay that possibly benefits financially to the police officer while he still remains in office)?   

Updated material for this case can be found in the following webpage: 

 http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/special_issues/ai-ihf-torture-background/Marinos%20Christopoulos.doc 
Updated material for 80 cases of ill-treatment, injuries and killings by law enforcement officers can be found in the following webpage:  
http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/special_issues/ai-ihf-torture-background.html 
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