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TOPIC: GREEK STATE TV CENSORSHIP AT THE REQUEST OF PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE AMIDST GENERALIZED ACCOMPLICE SILENCE
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) highlights “Eleftherotypia”’s coverage (on 5 and 6 May 2004) that the cancellation, on 3 May 2004, by Greek state television ET-3 of the showing of the documentary “The Other Side” produced by journalist Fani Toupalgiki, was the result of an intervention from the Prime Minister’s Office, and was attributed by the Director General of ET-3 to the forthcoming visit of the Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan. “Eleftherotypia” also commented that no journalist union and no political party condemned this censorship. Since the publication of these articles, condemnations by the Jouranlists’ Union of Macedonian and Thrace (ESIEMTh) and the small center-left extra-parliamentary party AEKA have been issued. This accomplice silence, as “Eleftherotypia” comments, shows the “very important power that the nationally-minded persons of all sides have;” for their sake, press freedom and human rights in Greece are once more sacrificed, comments GHM.

Previous GHM release on the cancellation:

http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/organizations/ghm/ghm_04_05_04.doc 

“Eleftherotypia” stories referred to above:

5 May: http://www.enet.gr/online/online_print.jsp?id=24574332,83044188,59802492
6 May: http://www.enet.gr/online/online_print.jsp?id=96129244
E-mail: office@greekhelsinki.gr
Internet Addresses: Balkan Human Rights Web Pages: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr
The Balkan Human Rights List:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/balkanhr
The Greek Human Rights List: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/greekhr
Center of Documentation and Information on Minorities in Europe – Southeast Europe: http://www.cedime.net
GHM Board: Kevin Boyle, Panayote Dimitras, Orestis Georgiadis, Dimitrina Petrova, Gregory Vallianatos. 

International Advisory Committee: Savvas Agouridis, Teuta Arifi, Ivo Banac, Vladimir Bilandzic, Marcel Courthiade, Loring Danforth, Fernand de Varennes, Victor-Yves Ghebali, Henri Giordan, Krassimir Kanev, Will Kymlicka, Magda Opalski, Theodore S. Orlin, Dimitrina Petrova, Alan Phillips, Aaron Rhodes, Vladimir Solonari, Patrick Thornberry, Stefan Troebst, Boris Tsilevich, Tibor Varady, Marc Weller. 

Affiliation to International Organizations: Consortium of Minority Resources (COMIR), Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN), European Roma Rights Center (ERRC), International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX), International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), Minority Rights Group International (MRGI), One World Net, South East Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO), World Organization Against Torture (OMCT). 
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