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TOPIC: COMMEMORATING ROMANI HOLOCAUST BY FORGING AN ALLIANCE FOR THE EFFECTIVE DEFENSE OF ROMA RIGHTS IN GREECE
On 31 July 2004, Livia Jaroka – the only ethnic Romani Member of the European Parliament, on Hungary’s FIDESZ - European People’s Party list, Vasilis Paiteris – Special Advisor on Romani Issues to the Deputy Minister of Culture Petros Tatoulis, and representatives of the European Roma Rights Center (ERRC) and its Greek affiliate Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) visited the Romani settlement of Spata and four Romani settlements in Psari and Nea Zoi of Aspropyrgos, all a mere 20 minutes away from Athens’ Olympic Stadium. 

The delegation learned first-hand that living conditions there remain dangerous up to inhuman and degrading for the lives of the more than one thousand Roma living in the five settlements visited. The delegation again found Roma in these settlements living in circumstances described by the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) in its report on Greece issued in June 2004, and despite specific explicit Greek state commitments to provide them and all other Roma in Greece with adequate housing.
“ECRI notes with concern that since the adoption of its second report on Greece, the situation of the Roma in Greece has remained fundamentally unchanged and that overall they face the same difficulties – including discrimination - in respect of housing, employment, education and access to public services. As concerns housing in particular, there still remain numerous Roma camps removed from all infrastructure in which the Roma live under unacceptable conditions. This is true, for example, of the Aspropyrgos camp near Athens.  At the end of 2002 the Greek authorities informed the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe that “all necessary measures have been taken in order that the Roma/Gypsy settlement of Aspropyrgos is provided with all public facilities”
. Having visited the spot, it can nevertheless be ascertained that in October 2003 the people living in this camp had not been re-housed and the authorities had still not provided them with access to running water or electricity. Moreover, they are under constant threat of expulsion without any alternative accommodation being offered to them. The Spata camp near Athens is clearly situated on a giant waste site covered only by a layer of earth a few centimetres high.  Roma that were expelled from their camps were resettled in prefabricated houses at Spata by the authorities.  This camp is still not connected to electricity or running water, three years after the relocation. This situation poses inter alia serious health problems, particularly for the children who live in the camp.”  
We welcome the new Greek government’s acknowledgment – in a 25/6/2004 speech of Deputy Minister of Interior Thanasis Nakos -- that the situation of Roma in Greece is evidence of the failure of the Greek state to meet its positive obligations to all individuals on the territory; is as bad as described by international inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations; that there is urgency to act; and that Greece wants to build upon the experience of other European countries (http://www.mpa.gr/article.html?doc_id=464049).  

On the eve of the day commemorating the Romani Holocaust by the Nazis (2 August), we have therefore decided to forge an alliance for the effective defense of Roma rights in Greece. This alliance aims at the prompt, effective and comprehensive improvement of Roma’s living conditions in Greece. We note that the country has lavishly invested to put in place an impressive infrastructure related to the forthcoming Olympic Games, and that these measures were implemented with remarkable speed. We note by contrast that Greek authorities have for decades neglected a sizable part of its population living in conditions of “apartheid” as Greece’s National Commission for Human Rights has stated. We are determined to work closely with Greek officials in the announced new era for Greece’s Roma, to ensure that Greece finally meets its human rights obligations where Roma are concerned.
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