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PRESS RELEASE
29 December 2003

TOPIC: INTERIOR DEPUTY MINISTER NIKOS BISTIS INTERVENES ON BEHALF OF OLYMPIC STADIUM ROMA AND REAFFIRMS COMMITMENTS ON ASPROPYRGOS AND SPATA ROMA
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) welcomes the statement below released today by the Deputy Minister of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization Nikos Bistis on his intervention, following a GHM appeal (available in Greek at http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/greek/articles_2003/pr_24_12_03.doc). In its appeal, GHM called for an end to the deception of the Roma formerly living near the Olympic Stadium in Marousi. GHM also welcomes Bistis’ reaffirmation of his commitments concerning the Roma of Aspropyrgos and Spata. 
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Following Greek Helsinki Monitor’s press release concerning the delay in the payment of rent subsidies to the Gypsies of the Marousi area, Deputy Minister of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization Mr. Nikos Bistis contacted the Mayor of Marousi. Following their communication, it was agreed that the rent subsidies would be paid to the Gypsies of the area entitled to them until January 15, 2004. It was also agreed that the necessary actions towards a solution to the problem of their relocation would be speeded up.
Furthermore, it is reminded that the Deputy Minister, following his visit to Gypsy settlements in Spata and Aspropyrgos, has taken an initiative, in collaboration with the competent state agencies and institutions, to speed up the implementation of the commitments by the Greek State to the communities of Spata and Marousi. At the same time, the construction of the necessary infrastructure as well as the works necessary for the dignified provisional housing of the Gypsies of the Aspropyrgos community in parallel with the implementation of the program concerning their permanent resettlement, will be accorded first priority.
These initiatives are in the framework of the commitments under the ‘Integrated Action Plan for the Social Integration of the Greek Gypsies’, an action plan that both the Greek Government and all competent agencies and institutions have undertaken to implement.
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