GREEK HELSINKI MONITOR (GHM)

Address: P.O. Box 60820, GR-15304 Glyka Nera
Telephone: (+30) 210.347.22.59. Fax: (+30) 210.601.87.60.

PRESS RELEASE
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TOPIC: EUMC AND UNDERREPORTING ANTI-SEMITISM IN GREECE
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) highlights its letter published in today’s “Eleftherotypia’ by the investigative team ‘Ios’ [Virus].

IOS PRESS
(translated by GHM from http://www.enet.gr/online/online_print.jsp?id=81212172)
Following our article with the title “The undesirable report” (25-1-2004, http://www.enet.gr/online/online_print.jsp?id=75887092,92030836,97823988,10933428,18430516,32605108), Panayote Dimitras, Spokesperson of Greek Helsinki Monitor notes: 

“The numerous international Non-Governmental Organizations collaborating with GHM do not share the view that ‘since 1997, EUMC has given many positive examples of the quality of their work’ as described by the Greek organization collaborating with EUMC. EUMC is far from having the prestige of, for example, ECRI. Unfortunately, among EUMC’s weaknesses, is the tendency to underreport various problems in Greece, in general and also regarding anti-Semitism. An indicative example: when referring to anti-Semitism in the “undesirable report”, it is mentioned that in Greece “the government, political parties and the Orthodox Church condemn all incidents of desecration of Jewish monuments;” follows a list of anti-Semitic attacks that took place in Thessaloniki, Ioannina, Drama and Patras in the first semester of 2002. There were indeed condemnations of the first two attacks that took place almost simultaneously. However, the attacks in Drama and Patras were never reported in the media nor have there been any relevant condemnations. Nor have there been any condemnations for many of the attacks that occurred in the 18 months following those incidents. When we asked for the sources of such information, EUMC’s collaborating organization “Antigoni” answered that the “the reactions of the government, of political parties and of the Church of Greece in the form of condemnation of anti-Semitic violence are not necessarily and always published” and that the related condemnations were made to the organization when it asked for reactions to these incidents. Anyone can judge as to whether this is the idea they get when they read in the report the cliché about a general condemnation following each act of anti-Semitic vandalism…”  

Eleftherotypia – 21/2/2004
E-mail: office@greekhelsinki.gr
Internet Addresses: Balkan Human Rights Web Pages: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr
The Balkan Human Rights List:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/balkanhr
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International Advisory Committee: Savvas Agouridis, Teuta Arifi, Ivo Banac, Vladimir Bilandzic, Marcel Courthiade, Loring Danforth, Fernand de Varennes, Victor-Yves Ghebali, Henri Giordan, Krassimir Kanev, Will Kymlicka, Magda Opalski, Theodore S. Orlin, Dimitrina Petrova, Alan Phillips, Aaron Rhodes, Vladimir Solonari, Patrick Thornberry, Stefan Troebst, Boris Tsilevich, Tibor Varady, Marc Weller. 

Affiliation to International Organizations: Consortium of Minority Resources (COMIR), Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN), European Roma Rights Center (ERRC), International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX), International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), Minority Rights Group International (MRGI), One World Net, South East Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO), World Organization Against Torture (OMCT). 
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