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PRESS RELEASE
21 February 2004
TOPIC: CRITICAL PRESENTATION OF U.S. CONGRESSIONAL PRAISE OF GREECE’S ATTITUDE TOWARDS ANTI-SEMITISM
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) distributes below an article on U.S. Congressional praise of Greece’s attitude towards anti-Semitism with an appended comment.

Hellenic News of America

20 February 2004
Congresswoman Maloney Joins In Praise of Greece for Advancing a National Day of Remembrance for Greek Jews Killed in the Holocaust 
http://www.hellenicnews.com/print.html?newsid=1436&lang=US

WASHINGTON, D.C; Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (Queens, Manhattan), a founder and Co-Chair of the Congressional Caucus on Hellenic Issues, commended the Greek government today, with thirty three other U.S. Members of Congress, for advancing legislation establishing January 27 as a national remembrance day for Greek Jews killed in the Holocaust.


More than two thirds of Greece’s 80,000 Jews were killed in Nazi death camps or during the German occupation of Greece in World War []. January 27, the day selected for Greeces national day of remembrance, is the day of the liberation of the Auschwitz death camp.


Congresswoman Maloney said: At a time when anti-Semitic hate crimes are increasing at an alarming rate, I salute the leadership of the Greek government in working to combat prejudice and discrimination, and to promote tolerance. By advancing a national remembrance day for Greek Jews killed in the Holocaust, the Greek government has said we will not forget, we will never forget the tragedy of the Holocaust and the evils and hatreds of anti-Semitism. I applaud President Stephanopoulos and is government for this historic and fitting action.


Today’s letter, led by Members of Congress Henry Waxman (CA) and Ileana Rod-Lehtinen (FL), also applauds Foreign Minister Papandreou’s pledge to create a coalition of Greek Jews and non-Jews who will work with communities worldwide to challenge anti-Semitic sentiment in Greek authorities to increase protection for Jewish community sites in Greece in the wake of recent deadly terrorist attacks against synagogues in Istanbul.


The Congressional Caucus on Hellenic issues, founded by Congresswoman Maloney and Congressman Michael Bilirakis (FL) in 1996, now includes 119 Members of Congress. The purpose of this bi-partisan caucus is to foster and improve relations between the United States and Greece. The Caucus serves to bring a renewed Congressional focus on key diplomatic, military, and human rights issues in a critical part of the world. Some of the topics on which the Caucus focuses include US aid to Greece and Cyprus, the conflict on Cyprus, US relations with the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and recent developments in the Aegean. 


GHM COMMENT

George Papandreou’s pledge “to create a coalition of Greek Jews and non-Jews who will work with communities worldwide to challenge anti-Semitic sentiment in Greece” was made to a letter to the Israeli Foreign Minister. Its content was never published in Greece, nor was this pledge repeated at any other time by any government official in Greece. On the contrary, during the 27 January 2004 related commemoration, George Papandreou said only: “Greece today is an open society, a society of tolerance and respect for all its citizens, regardless of religious, political or other beliefs... The history of the Greek people is synonymous with resistance against totalitarianism, injustice, barbarism and the forces of violence.” (http://www.papandreou.gr/papandreou/content/articlepage.aspx?articleid=1956&language=0). In his speech, there was not even an insinuation that, in Greece, like in every other European country, there are at least some problems of anti-Semitism. Like the publication in Greece’s two largest newspapers in mid-April 2002 of a letter to the editor that stated inter alia:


“The Jews today are lucky that no one intends to deprive them of the right to be called human beings, when they aren’t... It’s a proven fact that Jews are untrustworthy and fickle. They infiltrate societies, first playing the poor souls to generate pity and, when the time comes, they’ll grab you by the throat. The big Jewish bankers of America and a lot of Jewish millionaires think nothing of provoking a financial crash. The Jews sustain an unaccountable hatred for us Greeks. They envy us because our country gave the light of civilization to all other peoples” 


The Greek courts decided in mid-2003 that this was neither anti-Semitic nor racist but a valid criticism of Israel’s policies. So one of these two papers went on publishing other letters: one praised Malaysian Prime Minister Mahatir Mohamad’s notorious anti-Semitic statement and another stated:


“[Greek] Jews should swallow their tongues.” “[The Jews] have vindicated the persecutions of the Nazis. All humanity says that they deserved such an executioner [Hitler] since they have proved to be murderers themselves.”
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