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Two academics -self-styled or acknowledged- leaders of the “Oriental Faction” in Greece
A current source of umbrage in nationalistic/religious circles is the exclusion of Christianity, specifically Orthodox Christianity, from the Draft Constitution of the European Union. In most of Europe, the commonly voiced nationalistic criticism is that the omission of Christian references favors the expansion of Islam in Europe. In Greece, however, it is seen mostly as yet another move by Jewish/Western interests to usurp Greece’s true glory. Two allies in the battle for Orthodox superiority are Father George Metallinos, Professor at the School of Theology of the University of Athens, and Dimitris Kitsikis, Professor of History at the University of Ottawa and reportedly member of the Royal Canadian Academy. They are -and accept to be- acknowledged in some circles as leaders of the (anti-Western) “Oriental Faction” in Greece. Both have recently published books and/or given interviews that explore the subject. They are quoted here from articles in the fringe press, for the most part. One article cited, however, appeared in a mainstream daily. It is noteworthy that Father Metallinos is among the authors or reviewers of the state’s religious education schoolbooks. 
In its Sunday edition (13-7-03) the mainstream conservative opposition daily Apogevmatini (average May 2003 daily circulation 19,000 copies) carried an article by Father Metallinos titled “The European Constitution and Christianity”. He writes that he is not surprised by the fact that Christianity has been “exorcised” from the Draft Constitution, clearly implying that Jewish interests are behind the decision. “[F]rom time to time there have been incidents that have convinced us of the ideology and quality of the majority of the European leadership, and of how it is disposed toward the traditional treasure of the European continent.” The example he gives is the “founding in 1996 of the so-called Museum of (post-Charlemagne) Europe on the basis of the historical principle of the controversial but otherwise notable French historian Duroselle, [which] according to press reports is administered by a Jew (they couldn’t find a Christian!). The administration’s statement was that neither ancient Greece nor Orthodoxy has a place in the Museum.”

On the same date (12/13-7-03) the extreme right, nationalist weekly Alpha Ena (affiliated to the LAOS party of Mr. Karatzaferis - average May 2003 weekly circulation 10,000 copies ) printed an article by Theodoros N. Hadjigogos titled “Father-George Metallinos: The anti-Hellenic quote of the Prophet Zechariah is a Zionist addition.” Introduced by the journalist as the “Pillar of Orthodox Theology,” the cleric is the recent author of the book “Paganistic Hellinism or Helleno-Orthodoxy?” and a staunch opponent of the Dodecatheistes. (The Dodecatheistes advocate the return to the worship of the Olympic Pantheon as the true Hellenic religion, maintaining that Christianity is simply a continuum of Judaism.) The journalist cites a passage from Metallinos’ book: “Father George does not mince his words about Zionism. In page 94 we read: ‘The Orthjodox Greek is not Antisemite, but he knows the essence of Zionism and its frame of mind towards Hellenism… For the first time the Greek Orthodox cleric states that it is a bad thing for Greek children to be taught so much Jewish history [meaning the Old Testament]. We read on page 102: ‘We must realize finally that nowadays we ought not devote so many pages in our school books to Jewish history’!…”

The journalist Theodoros Hadjigogos is also a regular contributor to the extreme-right weekly Stochos, the oldest, most notorious anti-Semitic publication in Greece (no circulation figures available). The first of his two-part interview with Dimitris Kitsikis, with the front-page header “D. Kitsikis: Kemal the National Socialist and Supporter of the 3rd Reich,” appeared on 3-6-03. In his introduction the interviewer notes that Kitsikis, “the eminent Turkologist […], along with his close friend Father George Metallinos, have for the past 20 years been considered the informal leaders of the oriental faction in Greece. They both share an equal hatred for the West and western culture….”

In addition praising the Greek military dictator George Papadopoulos, Mr. Kitsikis similarly admires Hitler: “Absolutely! I have written [in his “legendary” book “The Third Ideology and Orthodoxy”] and I believe that populism equals National Socialism. If I admire Hitler, I admire him because he was a pure ideologue. He wanted something and he went to all ends [to get it].” Elsewhere he refers to Islam and Christianity as the “so-called Jewish religions.”

The header of part 2 of the interview (Stochos, 10-7-03) reads: “D. Kitsikis: Goebbels pales before Venizelos!” with the subtitle: “I’m sure we will beat the Jews.” In this section Mr. Kitsikis discusses the findings in his “Doctorate” (titled “Propaganda and pressures in International Policy”): “Eleftherios Venizelos surpassed Goebbels, if one can say that, because he preceded Goebbels. Eleftherios Venizelos was the world’s Genius of Propaganda.” In defense of his own nationalistic passions, he declares: “The late George Kapsalis knew what a nationalist I was at heart. I’ve kept the articles he wrote about me in ‘Stochos’… [‘Stohos’ founder Kapsalis] wrote: ‘… if there is one Nationalist in Greece it’s Kitsikis’! It’s shameful for some Nationalists to accuse me of being Anti-Hellenic… In other words, do 300 years have to pass for the Greeks to acknowledge me as a Greek Nationalist?”

The interview closes with a section subtitled “On Jews and Utopians.” The interviewer asks: “We’re aware of your real opinion of the Jews. But there’s the notion that Kitsikis never says anything bad about the Jews because he’s afraid that they’ll take away his University Chair, that they’ll destroy him, etc.” To this Mr. Kitsikis responds: “I’ve said repeatedly that Planet Earth will be called ‘Planet Greece’. […] It’s a fact that the Jews are the Greeks’ great rivals. They have a lot of aptitude and a great many means. There is tremendous competition between the Greeks and the Jews, like there is between [the football teams] Olympiakos and Panathinaikos. They’re both great teams. The Greeks and the Jews are competing for who will reign over the Planet. I believe that the Greeks will win, but I’m not belittling the Jews because if you belittle your opponent then you are belittling yourself. I’m sure we will beat the Jews.”

Mainstream Anti-Semitism: Eleftherotypia Columnist Andreas Roumeliotis
Andreas Roumeliotis writes a daily populist commentary on current events, “Here Radio ‘E’,” in the TV page of center-left Eleftherotypia, Greece’s largest newspaper (average May 2003 daily circulation 72,000 copies). He was cited in the recent GHM report on anti-Semitism for using his column to propagate the libel of Jewish involvement in the events of September 11th 2001,
 and especially for his highly malicious anti-Semitic column, “Outside the Synagogue.”

In a recent column (23-6-2003) he concluded his commentary on the rioting in Thessaloniki accompanying the EU Summit, on 19-21 June 2003, with a quotation from the tract of the fringe left Christian political group “Christianiki Dimokratia” [Christian Democracy], which was handed out at the demonstration.
 “‘Christian fascists’ and international Zionists, under the guise of ‘saving’ the world and ‘supporting’ human rights, will continue to wage war, economic disaster, and the cultural debilitation of the people. (…) The governmental system they dream of is the new Middle Ages. Policing and control everywhere, not only of the activities but also of the thinking and conscience of the ordinary citizen. We oppose to these – they write – our own globalization of the peaceful cooperation of all people in a regime of justice, of the respect for different cultures, of the “One, Holy, Apostolic and Universal Church of all the world’s peoples.” To this Roumeliotis adds his closing comment, quoting Christ to his Disciples: “Verily I say unto you.” Thus subscribing to the, inter alia, anti-Semitic statement of the Christianiki Dimokratia.

The official news service of the (Greek Orthodox) Church of Greece
 has devoted a section to the 50-year history of the –notoriously anti-Semitic- Christianiki Dimokratia group and the Christianiki weekly newspaper, and the writings and activities of its founder, Nikolaos Psaroudakis.
 It praises Christianiki Dimokratia as one of the “groups of Christian faithful that, in parallel to the official Church, have performed important missionary and social work, leaving their mark on the ecclesiastical matters of the land and affecting ecclesiastical life.” While it disclaims that the articles in the newspaper in any way reflect the views of the official Church, it does confirm, however, that “they do express the anxieties and questions of thinking and sensitive Christians.”
 
“Jews in National Sectors”

A regular element in Greek anti-Semitism is the pointing out or exposing Jews -real or imagined- in positions of power. This activity foments populist/popular fears that Jews are everywhere, pulling the strings. When this activity takes place on the domestic front, it has more serious implications. Typically, since Greek Jews are not considered to be true Greeks, the notion is propagated that they must have other (sinister) allegiances and interests running counter to and determined to undermine those of the Nation.
 

Such a list was published in the extreme right weekly Eleftheros Kosmos (20-7-03).
 Under the heading “Jews in national sectors in Greece,” a reader from Corinth is quoted as “providing the following interesting data concerning the control of key sectors of the Greek Nation by people of Jewish origin or who have direct dealings with Zionist circles.”
Among those named in real or apocryphal positions - who are not Jews - are Florida Rojas Rodriguez, the UNHCR “representative for the reception of illegal alien ‘refugees’” in Greece; the director of the Minsitry of Foreign Affairs National Historical Archives Fotini Tomai-Kosntantopoulou; Lola Daifa, who “controls what is read by Greek children and the Army so that it doesn’t contain any National or anti-Zionist material”; and [Joanna] Kourtovic, attorney for the terrorist group November 17 and “sworn enemy of every National Idea.” The paper claims that “all of the above are adversaries and critics solely of Greek Nationalists and in favor of illegal aliens and every kind of ‘progressive notion’. [Is that] COINCIDENTAL??”  The letter also names some Jewish media executives or journalists alongside some in the same professional category with foreign names that may –or may not- be Jewish.  
Anti-Semitism in “Avriani”

The center-left populist daily Avriani recently published two sensationalistic articles that perpetuate the popular image of devious (faceless) “Jews” plotting, albeit with various internal forces, against the economic and spiritual backbone of the Greek nation. “Avriani” nowadays has a small circulation (average May 2003 daily circulation 8,000 copies) but is more influential: it was its front page allegations about scandals that led to the resignations of two ministers and another key PASOK figure in early 2003; in the process, “Avriani” and its stories were being discussed in all mainstream media. 
The entire front page of the 13 June 2003 edition blared the following headline in enormous white block letters on a black ground: “Jews Devoured Softex For Free.” 
 Subtitles include: “Who set up the big scam” and “Of the 2,500 employees in the company they fired 2,000.” The unsigned story, which repeated these titles and leaders, appeared in a centerfold color spread on pages 16-17.
 

The newspaper claims that through a gigantic privatizing scam, the financially beleaguered Softex “ended up in the hands of a group of Jewish ‘merchants’ [punctuation theirs] Forlin and Nisim” for a fraction of the promised sum. The text (note: ellipses in Greek journalism connote irony) begins: “Our friends the… Jews, for whom Avriani has no personal enmity, but on the contrary… admires them as… merchants, MADE OFF” with the company and all its assets. The article emphasizes with the supposed sums in capital letters that although “the Jews AGREED to pay THIRTY-SIX BILLION [old drachmas] – the amount registered with Parliament that the state was to receive – in the end they deposited a measly FIVE HUNDRED fake million.”

Other paragraphs begin: “In addition, the sly Jews made off with the factories and warehouses…”; “They then SHUT DOWN” factories and committed tax fraud; and “Our sources now inform us that the Jews managing the company are trying to maintain a small portion of Softex and SELL OFF its enormous property holdings as lots.” Key incendiary words appear in upper case throughout the text, which tells of alleged massive layoffs, appropriated merchandise, factory closings, and lost tax revenues – all to the detriment of the hardworking Greek taxpayer. 
 

A second article feeds the typical nationalistic paranoia over an anti-Hellenic American-Jewish-Turkish conspiracy, with the complicity of secular governmental forces. Here, the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew is implicated as their pawn in the undermining of the Church of Greece, which according to Avriani is the only true protector of the territorial and political integrity of the Greek Nation.

The front page of the Sunday edition (20-7-03) carried the headline “Shame: National crime,” then in larger capital letters “They Seek the Fragmentation the Church.” The caption below reads: “Patriarch, Americans and Jews with the applause of the Turks are trying to strip the Church of Greece of the Dioceses of Macedonia, Thrace, and the Aegean islands.”
 The same headline and caption was repeated with a full-page, unsigned article on page 48 claiming that “Some Greeks, who are unworthy of the name, are annoyed by the brave stand of Archbishop Christodoulos on all major domestic and international matters.” 

Under the subheading “Wretched Deed” it is argued that there are “dark desires of the Americans and the Jews,” amongst others, “to marginalize the Church and curtail Christodoulos. They fear his words that move the People, they fear his positions on national and social issues, particularly on callous globalization and the historically inaccurate new pro-Jewish and pro-Turkish European Constitution.” The article closes with a warning to the Patriarch and his “wretched environment” to stop the downward spiral. “Simitis’ Cabinet, University Professors, American and Jewish agents, and some varicoloured bishops have launched a battle to eradicate Christodoulos [and] demolish the Church of Greece.”
 It need be noted here that Christodoulos himself regularly attributes the non-reference to Christianity in the new European constitution as the work of a “small but powerful groups” which many interpret as meaning the Jews.
 
It should be noted that this same edition of Avriani (Sunday 20-7-03) also published an uncritical interview with George Karatzaferis, the leader of the extreme-right LAOS party and notorious anti-Semite. Although the interview contained no anti-Semitic remarks, it clearly bolstered the politician and his extreme-right, nationalist platform.

Anti-Semitism in Thessaloniki Bookstores

Greece has a very large book industry in addition to its extensive periodical press. Bookstores, many of which are the retail outlets of publishing houses, are centrally located in the major cities. The following two incidents are related to the publishing and distribution of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion and other anti-Semitic literature in bookstores in Thessaloniki, Greece’s northern capital.

In December 2002, it came to the attention of Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) that the “Katoi tou Vivliou,” the centrally located bookstore in Thessaloniki, owned by publisher Manolis Barbounakis, was prominently displaying in its showcase in the city’s main Aristotelous Square, a version of the Greek translation of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion and how they are implemented, written by Dimosthenis Liakopoulos, a notorious anti-Semite with a daily talk show in a local television station.
 The book was in the center of various books displayed. On 13 December 2002, GHM sent the following letter to the establishment:

“Gentlemen,

In most of the countries of the European Union, the book “The Protocols of the Elders of Zion” is banned. It has no place in either the windows or on the shelves of a serious bookstore such as yours, but only in those bookstores that specialize in promoting anti-Semitic and other fascist ideas. We hope that you will remove this book forthwith from your windows and shelves.

Sincerely,

Panayote Dimitras, Spokesperson”
GHM never received a reply from Mr. Barbounakis. However, on 16 December 2002, the mainstream daily Eleftherotypia published a brief but incendiary article titled “Into the Fire,” which begins: “Now we’ve seen everything!” Journalist G. Kork. accuses “the meddlesome Greek Helsinki Monitor” of “ordering” the publisher to “immediately remove” [the book],” on the “advice” that (allegedly quoting GHM)“‘it is banned in most countries in Europe and its place is only on the shelves and windows of bookstores that specialize in promoting anti-Semitic and other fascist ideas.’”
 Mr. Kork then quotes the “immediate reply” of Manolis Barbounakis (which was never sent to GHM): “We do not make any choices concerning the books we have in our stores. Nor, of course, will we do so now. Everyone is free to choose and read whatever book he/she wishes.” 

When visiting Theessaloniki in June 2003, GHM noticed that the book was no longer in the showcase but was replaced by a mor recent book by the same author on Chamouria (North-Western Greece area once inhabited by Muslim Albanian Chams who fled Greece in the end of World War Two). It also saw that its original letter with Mr. Barbounakis’ reply, a brief note handwritten on it, is freely available in multiple copies on a desk entering the bookstore. It is important to note that the Eleftherotypia article – which ends: “So, into the fire with whatever you condemn and don’t like.” – gives a decidedly confrontational slant to both sides of the alleged exchange. In context, Mr. Barbounakis’ reply was far more benign (it is even signed “affectionately”) than what Eleftherotypia’s journalist portrayed.
 
The second incident involves the bookstore owned by George Bibis, the Vice President of the Publishers Association of Northern Greece and publisher of the main Greek edition of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. The bookstore, which is located on Egnatia Street, in Thessaloniki’s main shopping district, next door to Macdonald’s, happened to be among the many properties firebombed during the violent protests accompanying the recent EU Summit. The extreme-right weekly Stochos ran an article on 26 June 2003 asserting that the arson was incited by the Ios team of journalists who write for Eleftherotypia.“[T]he bums who burned Thessaloniki took their cue from Ios,” which had “targeted” this and other like-minded publishing houses in the past.
 According to Stochos, the Ios article, published on Saturday 14 June 2003, a week before the incident, contained “an open and direct attack on Bibis in connection with the established celebrations of Alexander the Great.” As proof, they quote from the Ios article: “[Mr. Bibis] ‘is one of the primary publishers of extreme right [material], with outstanding performance in nationalist occultism and anti-Semitism.’” Stochos claims that the attack is one of many engineered by a conspiracy of the “para-govermental Left” or “extreme-Left” media agents, which include the progressive newspaper Avghi, the center left Eleftherotypia, the Ios journalist team, and the “Extreme-left” indymedia.

On the same day (26-6-2003) Chryssi Avghi, the newspaper of the neo-Nazi group of the same name, published a similar story. They claim that the authorities stood by and allowed “so-called vandals” to burn down the bookstore owned by George Bibis, the publisher of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, “a book that is like a red flag to the Zionists and their rebellious fellow travelers.” Evidence - they maintain - of the leftwing conspiracy behind the arson can be witnessed in the chatter on an “anarchist-communist website,” which Chryssi Avghi allegedly quotes:
“1-2 years ago it had ‘Mein Kampf” in the window, and in general it always had in-your-face anti-Semitic garbage…I really hope we didn’t burn it by chance! […] I also hope it WASN’T burned down by chance. […] I’m glad it was burnt down! Anyone here who thinks otherwise is a goon and a snitch. He had ‘Mein Kampf’! They ought kill the proprietor and hang him from the Macdonald’s sign!”

They ask their readers to draw their own conclusions.

The two stories highlight the mainstreaming of anti-Semitism in Thessaloniki: anti-Semitic books abound in most bookstores there, including in their windows. While the local book publishers’ association has as a vice-president the publisher of the Protocols and Mein Kampf. On 28 May 2002, books from Balkan countries at the Book Exhibition of Thessaloniki, organized by this association, were forcefully removed, torn and some burned, an action reportedly carried out by known extreme right-wingers following the incitation of a known intolerant local television program. No wonder the association did not react, nor did it see to it that the books were put back in the shelves…
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