GREEK HELSINKI MONITOR (GHM)

Address: P.O. Box 60820, GR-15304 Glyka Nera
Telephone: (+30) 210.347.22.59. Fax: (+30) 210.601.87.60.


Presentation of GHM Activities

January –  December 2003

1. Minorities

Maintenance and updating of the CEDIME-SE Guide to the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (FCNM). It is a the only handy –clickable- guide to all relevant information on FCNM in general and per signatory country in one web age: users can find links to all state reports, NGO reports, AC opinions, state answers, CM recommendations, as well as to FCNM’s main and other texts, and related publications. It is regularly updatable every time there is new material: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/special_issues/fcnm_guide.html
2. Web Site http://www.greekhelsinki.gr 
GHM continues maintaining an English and Greek language website, and two corresponding listserves (of approximately 1,300 and 300 subscribers respectively receiving each an average of 5 and 3 messages daily).
3. Roma Rights

January: GHM continued refining and expanding the joint ERRC/GHM country report on the Roma in Greece. This involved continuing monitoring with a view to updating the report. In addition, GHM followed a story whereby, according to the denouncement of the Romani community of Nea Alikarnassos (in Heraklion, Crete) – a SOKADRE member-, the local Mayor presented obstacles to the –already underway- relocation of the Romani community. In addition, the said Mayor made some racist remarks about the Roma. GHM is seriously contemplating of invoking the dormant anti-racism Law 927/1979 against the Mayor, the result of a similar case however in Patras (see below, entry on June) unfortunately sets a negative precedent. Finally, GHM continued lodging complaints with the appropriate authorities, such as the Greek Ombudsman’s Office. 

February: GHM prepared and submitted to OMCT a detailed memorandum concerning the attempted / actual evictions that have taken place against Roma communities living in localities where facilities for the 2004 Olympics are being constructed. OMCT then issued an appeal. In addition, GHM started compiling a list of municipal authorities throughout Greece that have made racist remarks concerning the Roma communities living within their areas of administrative jurisdiction. GHM also finalized the Çelal application to the UN Human Rights Committee (Mr. Angelos Çelal was a Rom who was killed by police officers in 1998. Three police officers were indicted but all of them were acquitted as they were found to have acted in self defense. In GHM’s view however, the court’s verdict was erroneous in so far as it did not take into account evidence that pointed to the direction that Mr. Çelal was not armed and hence posed no threat to the police officers). Finally, GHM prepared an interview based article, depicting the life of a Romni for the last two decades. This article was prepared at the request of the Budapest-based Roma Press Center. 

March: March saw the finalization of the joint GHM/ERRC report, and the beginning of the updating of the various cases of ill-treatment as mentioned in the joint Amnesty International / International Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights September 2002 report on  Greece. In addition, preparations begun for the holding of the launch of the joint GHM/ERRC report on the Roma in Greece, as well as the holding of the “Workshop on Human Rights and Discrimination Litigation – Law and Practice in International and Domestic Courts”, jointly organized by ERRC/GHM. Additionally, GHM prepared and submitted a detailed follow-up report to the Council of Europe’s High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Alvaro Gil-Robles Report of his visit to Greece in June 2002 (Mr. Robles’s report was published on September 17, 2002). 
April: GHM escorted Mr. Gregory Matthieu (assistant to the Council of Europe’s High Commissioner for Human Rights), Greek Euro parliamentarian  Ms Anna Karamanou and Dutch euro parliamentarians Joke Swiebel and  Jan Marinus Wiersma to visits in Roma settlements in the wider Attica region. GHM was heavily involved in the holding of both the joint ERRC/GHM litigation workshop and the joint ERRC/GHM report launch. Comprehensive snaps for the upcoming ERRC “Roma Rights” quarterly publication were prepared, while GHM assisted the office of MP for the “Coalition for the Left, Progress and Ecology” party in lodging parliamentary questions concerning the Roma settlement of Aspropyrgos, by providing up to date information and advice. 

May: GHM briefed and escorted to Romani settlements Mr. Johan Lundberg, a Swedish photographer who is working on a photo album of Roma around the Balkans. GHM continued its regular monitoring activities and, at the ERRC request, prepared a comprehensive article on all the aspects of the issue of Romani statelessness in Greece. In addition, GHM came into contact with police director (in overall supervision for Eastern Attica Police Stations) Dimitrios Kontopoulos. GHM escorted Mr. Kontopoulos to the Roma settlement of Aspropyrgos, where he had lengthy discussions with Roma residents there, within the framework of an ongoing internal police inquiry, concerning the illegal eviction attempt carried out by police officers. 

June: GHM participated in a meeting held at the Spata Municipality (approx twenty kilometers from Athens) concerning the school attendance of the Romani children of the local settlement. The meeting was also attended by Greek Ombudsman officials, the mayor of Spata, officials from the competent state educational authorities and others. The following days, GHM, in collaboration with a social worker, registered fourteen children with the 3rd Primary school of Spata. GHM had meetings with Mr. Don Morgan Nielsen, director of the Athens Free School Project, who is interested in holding pre-school and adult education classes in certain Romani settlements. GHM continued its correspondence with the authorities on various Roma-related issuse. Additionally, on June 25, 2003, GHM attended the trial of six ethnic Greeks in Patras who had been charged under the anti racist Law 927/1979 for preparing and then sending for publication a letter replete with racist accusations against the Roma of a local Romani community (legal counsel for the Roma was funded by ERRC). The accused were acquitted. 
July: GHM, in collaboration with ERRC, started preparing an application to the UN Human Rights Committee concerning the wrongful death by police officers of the Rom Angelos Celal, in Thessaloniki in 1998. GHM continued monitoring the situation in Romani settlements. In addition, work was begun on the translation of the joint GHM/ERRC report in Greek. Moreover, GHM met with the Deputy Ombudsman for Human Rights in order to discuss a number of Roma – related issues. GHM also prepared an extensive memo on new developments concerning the case of misappropriation by state officials of prefabricated houses that were destined for Roma. These houses were found to be in the possession of non-Roma. The memo was sent to the Misdemeanors Prosecutor of Amaliada who is conducting a preliminary inquiry into the issue, following the lodging of criminal complaint report by GHM in October 2000. GHM, in collaboration with ERRC, prepared a letter concerning the Patras anti-Roma case referred to above. The letter was then sent to the Minister of Justice. GHM also contacted the Western Attika Police Directorate concerning alleged racist remarks against the Roma made by local police officers while being interviewed by a journalist. The Western Attika Police Directorate conducted an investigation and also contacted the journalist who admitted that her story was actually based on older police officer interviews, not serving in the particular area. 
August: GHM had an extensive meeting with Mr. Freddy Stamos, a state official assigned to the Prime Minister’s Office for Quality of Life who is responsible for Roma issues. GHM also provided valuable information and advice to ERRC and IHF during the final stages of drafting 
a joint appeal to the Minister of Justice concerning the Patras-Riganokampos case referred to above (the joint ERRC/IHF letter was sent on September 9, 2003). GHM submitted a complaint to the Ombudsman’s Office over an ill-treatment incident concerning two young Rudars in Zefyri that took place in July 2002. Despite the fact that the two Romani youths had identified at least one of the police officers that ill-treated, the Greek Police never took any disciplinary action against him. Moreover, GHM prepared and submitted two criminal complaint reports, one concerning alleged perjury of municipal employees of the Municipality of Aspropyrgos and another concerning breach of duty by police officers of the Aspropyrgos Police station. The actions of both the municipal employees and the local police officers related to the eviction of numerous Romani families by employees of the Aspropyrgos Municipality on July 14, 2000. 
September: Despite a protracted meeting with a number of state officials in June, GHM was surprised to discover that no school bus had been hired for the Roma schoolchildren of the Spata Roma settlement, although a school bus had already been contracted to transport ethnic Greek children to the local primary school. GHM alerted the national media, as well as human rights sensitive politicians who exerted pressure for the immediate provision of a school bus. These efforts proved successful and soon a school bus started transporting Romani schoolchildren to the local primary school from the distant locality where they live, for the first time since their relocation in 2000. GHM also filed a criminal complaint report with the Misdemeanors Prosecutor of Cephallonia concerning the alleged implication of eleven police officers in an attempt absolve all police officers involved in an ill treatment incident of a young Rom, Mr. Theodore Stephanou, who had proceeded to file a criminal complaint against the police officers who physically ill-treated him in August 2001. In its criminal complaint report, GHM attached a lengthy memo where it set out the numerous improprieties (ranging from perjury to forgery) that it had noted while studying the case file. Additionally, GHM filed a criminal complaint report against the Mayor of Marousi in Athens. The Mayor of Marousi had signed an agreement with the local Roma, according to which he would be paying them a monthly subsidy under the conditions they vacated the plot of land they had been staying for decades. The Roma kept their part of the agreement yet soon the Mayor started defaulting on the payment of the subsidies and as a result the Roma faced economic hardship, while some of the Roma families who had managed to rent a house were evicted as they fall in arrears.

October: GHM submitted to the European Court of Human Rights the full application concerning the serious wounding of an underage Rom in Serres (Northern Greece) in 1998 by a police officer. It also submitted, in close collaboration with ERRC, a communication to the UN Human Rights Committee, a communication concerning the wrongful death also in 1998 of Rom Angelos Celal. Mr. Celal was shot by police officers during a police operation in a village close to Thessaloniki, northern Greece. During October, GHM also assisted a delegation of ECRI that visited Greece and provided it with information, organized its visits to Romani settlements as well as meeting with refugees’ and migrants’ groups. 
November: GHM prepared a memo with its comments concerning the Prosecutor of Cephallonia’s motion to the competent judicial council, according to which only one out of the three police officers involved should stand trial. GHM countered this assertion, providing evidence that all three police officers (one of whom was the Commander of the Security Division of the local police station and who allegedly was present during the interrogation of Theodore Stephanou, in the course of which Mr. Stephanou was severely beaten) should be brought before the court. 
December: On December 1, 2003, GHM attended the trial of 27 Roma in Nafplio, north eastern Peloponesse. The Roma were charged under the racist 1983 Sanitary Decree. Counsel for the Roma (who was funded by ERRC) argued that the 1983 Sanitary Decree could not, rationae materiae, apply to the accused Roma as they were not “itinerants” (the Decree concerns only itinerant nomads such as Roma) but were sedentary. The Court accepted the argument and rendered a verdict of not guilty, thus establishing an important precedent as sedentary Roma are often charged (and convicted) for violating the 1983 Sanitary Decree. Moreover, on the occasion of GHM’s tenth Anniversary, GHM proceeded to organize a conference concerning the human rights situation in Greece before the 2004 Olympic Games. Numerous representatives from both NGO and IGO institutions attended the conference, which included visits to Romani settlements as well meeting with state officials concerning Roma issues. Following receipt of the Greek Government’s Observations to the Collective Complaint on the housing situation of the Roma in Greece lodged by ERRC to the European Social Rights Committee of the European Social Charter, GHM, in close collaboration with the ERRC, prepared an extensive memo. In the memo, GHM/ERRC sought to address the Greek government’s contention to the effect that the new law concerning the relocation of Roma was not racist and that the housing situation of the Roma was not as bleak as presented in the ERRC Collective Complaint. GHM also submitted a memorandum concerning the case of the non-payment of subsidies by the Mayor of Marousi to local Roma, as bound by aan agreement (see above). A GHM delegation also attended a conference co-organized by the Municipality of Sophades (northern Greece) and the Council of Europe on housing for the Roma. Finally, GHM filed two criminal complaint reports (against the Mayors of Gastouni –western Peloponesse- and N.Alikarnassos-Crete-) for making racist remarks about the Roma in newspaper articles.
4. Work on Migrants and Refugees

January: Intervention of GHM for the violation of asylum seekers’ rights in Volos, in coordination with the human rights committee of the local bar association, by informing the Greek Ombudsman and requesting examination of the situation; monitoring violations of asylum seekers’ rights detained by the police administration of Rhodes; correspondence with the authorities responsible for their detention, with the police headquarters in Athens, with the Ministry of Public Order, and with the local prosecutor requesting investigation of the denouncements made by GHM; press releases were issued by GHM and OMCT made an appeal to the Greek government for the observance of the situation and the asylum seekers rights; GHM’s intervened to the Ministry of Public Order for the case of an alleged torture victim who wished his asylum application to be examined on the basis of Dublin Convention; deposition of two lawsuits against the press for racist adds; 

February: Field work on the accommodation of asylum seekers and violation of their rights when trying to submit their application at the Aliens Department of Athens; GHM requested the investigation of a network of aliens who taking advantage of the fact that the police does not observe the rights of the asylum seekers financially exploits the asylum seekers who wish to deposit their application; monitoring developments in migrants and refugees issues mentioned in the report issued after the visit of Mr Alvaro Gil Robles, Commissioner of Human rights of the Council of Europe, by the latter. 

March: Preparation and issuing of the report “GREECE: VIOLATIONS OF ASYLUM SEEKERS’ RIGHTS 2001-2003”; issuing of a GHM press release on the world anniversary against discrimination appealing to the prosecutor of the supreme court to investigate three cases of ill treatment and torture of alien detainees, covered up by the police and the medical authorities. 

April: Following up Hormez Wisam case and developments relating to GHM complaint on illegal network operating outside the Aliens Department of Athens,.

May: Appeal against the decision of Minister of Public Order rejecting Diana Kadhaeva’s asylum application; taking up the case of Olga Borysenko from Ukraine, who was being forced to prosecution and a rape victim and wasn’t called as a witness at the trial of the alleged perpetrator, GHM representative visited Patras for the investigation of the case and for the collection of data; GHM appealed to the high court prosecutor for the cassation of the decision reached following illegal procedures, intervention of the Minister of Justice favoring cassation of the decision.

June: Following up Olga Borysenko case; attending as defense witnesses and monitoring trial of Hormez Wisam, helping the family to find a lawyer as the previous one abandoned the case without informing anyone; relevant press releases with the cooperation of OMCT informing of Wisam Hormez being found innocent; complaint to GO on violations of rights of Mustak Dukh, a resident in Greece with humanitarian status; complaint to GO on illegal prohibition of entrance to Veska Stoyanova and Albena Stoyanova by the Greek border authorities.On 20/6/2003 the Prosecutor of Supreme Court deposited the cassation motion for the decision in Olga’s case, after the intervention of GHM, Minister of Justice and euro deputy Karamanou Anna. 

July: GHM deposited a memo to the Supreme Court on the proposition made by the prosecutor for the issuing of a discharging ruling in the case of NEA newspaper for racist ads on 1st July 2003- assisted Wisam Hormez to apply for the designation of lawyer who would submit cassation motion- monitored the case of two minors from Somalia illegally detained for 100 days in Rhodes- monitored the illegal detention of asylum seekers in Mytilini, amongst them a 7 year old baby.

August: GHM monitored the developments in the case of illegally detained minor asylum seekers from Somalia, and coordinated the reunification with their mother.

September: GHM monitored the case of a minor asylum seeker from Sudan illegally detained in Rhodes, whose sister was residing in Denmark, and acted towards their reunification – GHM monitored the news cases of death and ill treatment of Albanian citizens at the Greek Albanian borders and sent a memo to the Minister of Justice with the 42 cases that it has monitored so far in total, denouncing the impunity of the perpetrators being in most cases members of ELA.S and the Greek army.

October: GHM and OMCT monitored and denounced the continuation of illegal detention of minor asylum seekers- GHM denounced the fact that the Supreme Court when examining the application of cassation motion against the first instance decision acquitting her rapist did not summon Olga B.

5. Other Issues or Projects

Judicial Litigation

Ninth case involving the anti-racist law: A criminal complaint report by GHM was filed on 8/1/2003 against the director, the editor of a column and the writer of an article of magazine Symbol. It lead to a trial and acquittal on 18 December 2003.
Tenth case involving anti-racist law: A criminal complaint report by GHM was filed on 8/1/2003 against the newspaper “Nea” for the advertising of accommodation where it is noted that “aliens are excluded” or “no aliens”. Charges were dropped by a Court Council.
1 April 2003: GHM filed, on Mr. Panayote Çelal’s behalf (whose son, Mr. Angelos Çelal was shot and killed by police officers on April 1, 2003,) a lawsuit for damages before the Three Member Fist Instance Civil Court of Thessaloniki. 

5 April 2003: the European Roma Rights Center (a NGO that has consultative status with the Council of Europe and is among organisations entitled to lodge collective complaints under the European Social Charter mechanism), in close collaboration with GHM (which provided the relevant information), lodged a Collective Complaint over the racist provisions of a 1983 Ministerial Decree, according to which “...The lands for the organised encampments of wandering nomads [...] must be outside inhabited areas and in good distance from the approved urban plan or the last contiguous houses.”

14 April 2003: GHM legal counsel, Orestis Georgiadis presented before the Mixed Jury Court of Thessaloniki the claim for damages due to wrongful imprisonment by Mr. Vata 
Safet, an Albanian immigrant who had been arbitrarily accused of murdering an 
ethnic Greek. Mr. Safet was awarded the sum of 4,300 Euros. 

20 May 2003: GHM, in its capacity as the legal representative of Mr. Zelidis filed an application with the European Court of Human Rights.  Mr. Dimitrios Zelidis, a young Greek of Pontiac ethnic origin was ill-treated while in police custody. (Appl. No: 17060/03). 

25 June 2003: Panayote Dimitras (GHM spokesperson) and Nafsika Papanikolatos (MRG-G Spokesperson) testified as witnesses in the criminal trial of four representatives of local residents associations in Patras, who had drafted a letter of protest, which they forwarded to all relevant authorities. In their letter, replete with racist stereotypes, they were calling for the immediate expulsion of the Roma from the land they have been squatting at least for the last twelve years. The defendants were acquitted.
7 August 2003: GHM filed two criminal complaint reports concerning the judicial investigation of the eviction of numerous Roma families by employees of the Aspropyrgos Municipality on July 14, 2000. The first of these complaint reports was directed against municipality employees who had testified under oath that no operation whatsoever took place than particular day (an assertion rejected by police officers who stated that they were called upon that particular day to assist employees of the municipality) and the second against the commander of the local police station who had assigned police officers in order  to protect the municipal employees without examining whether the municipality’s actions were lawful or not.  

4 September 2003: GHM filed a criminal complaint report against 11 police officers implicated in an alleged attempt to manipulate evidence in order to exonerate colleagues of theirs involved in an ill-treatment incident of a young Rom in August 2001, in the island of Cephallonia. The criminal complaint report was accompanied by a lengthy memo, in which GHM set out the numerous improprieties it had noted while studying the pertinent case file.  

26 September 2003: GHM filed a criminal complaint report over the non-payment by the Municipality of Marousi of economic subsidies to Roma, as agreed under a written agreement between the Roma and the Mayor [note: on 22 December 2003, GHM submitted an updated memorandum concerning the case].
14 October 2003: GHM, in its capacity as the legal representative of the Karagiannopoulos family (a Rom family from Serres, northern Greece, whose son was gravely wounded by a police officer) filed an application with the European Court of Human Rights alleging violations of Article 2 (right to life), 3 (freedom from torture), 6 (undue delay), 13 (ineffective remedy) and 14 (discrimination on grounds of ethnic origin) [Appl. No 27850/2003]

14 October 2003: GHM, together with ERRC, filed a communication to the UN Human Rights Committee over the wrongful death of Rom Angelos Celal by police officers in Thessaloniki, April 1998 [Communication No 1235/2003].
1 December 2003: Panayote Dimitras (GHM spokesperson) testified as a witness in the trial of 27 Roma from Nafplio who had been accused for violating the 1983 Sanitary Decree. The accused were acquitted. Legal counsel for the Roma was funded by ERRC.
17 December 2003: GHM filed two criminal complaint reports, calling for the application of the anti-racism Law 927/1979. The first complaint report concerned the Mayor of Gastouni in western Peloponesse while the second concerned the Mayor of N. Alikarnassos, Crete. While interviewed by local and national newspapers respectively, they both made racist remarks about the Roma living in their municipalities.
17 December 2003: GHM filed a criminal complaint report against one of the biggest selling national newspapers, “Eleftherotypia” as well as a journalist over persistent anti-Semitic remarks made by the latter in published letters to the editor.
Human Rights in Greece Ahead of the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens: A Human Rights Event on the Occasion of GHM’s Tenth Anniversary (1993-2003) Athens, 7 – 9 December 2003, kindly supported by the Open Society Institute. 

In the framework of GHM’s tenth anniversary, GHM organized an event before the 10 December Human Rights Day, with the participation of the following Inter-Governmental and Non-Governmental Organizations: Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights, Council of Europe; United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees – Athens; European Roma Rights Center; International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights; World Organization Against Torture; International Press Institute/South East Europe Media Organization; Minority Rights Group International. 

On 6 December 2003, a working dinner for participants was held. On 7 December 2003, a 
working lunch with Deputy Minister of Interior Mr. Nikos Bistis, Deputy Ombudsman Andreas Takis and MEP and Chairperson of the Committee on Women's Rights and Equal Opportunities of the European Parliament Anna Karamanou was held to discuss the main concerns of each participant organization. It was followed by an afternoon and early evening visit with Nikos Bistis to the Roma settlements of Spata and Aspropyrgos. Nikos Bistis is the leader of the small center-left non-parliamentary party AEKA and had then recently joined the government. AEKA is the only political party that has systematically advocated for human rights in Greece, often jointly with GHM, including on "sensitive" issues like the ratification of the FCNM and the formal recognition of the Macedonian and the Turkish national minorities. It was also be the first time ever that a high level government official visited these Roma settlements, which have been visited to date by CHR-COE, ECRI, MG-S-ROM COE, OSCE HCNM, MEPs, INGOs, the Greek Ombudsman and -mainly foreign- journalists. Following the visit, Deputy Minister Nikos Bistis issued a strong statement and engaged in efforts to help solve some of the pressing problems through the end of his mandate in March 2004.

On 8 and 9 December 2003, the participants met with officials of the Ministries of Interior, Justice, Foreign Affairs, to discuss the related human rights concerns of participant organizations, to hopefully help establish a constructive dialog with Greek authorities, which had been lacking in the case of most of the participants; and to advocate specific solutions. There was also a meeting with representatives of "Rainbow", the political party of Greece's Macedonian minority, and the European Free Alliance (EFA) in the EP, where Rainbow belongs. For two consecutive Sundays (30/11 and 7/12), the First Party Congress of Rainbow had been cancelled following private and public pressure by the extreme right, nationalist, xenophobic party Hellenic Front (allied to Mr. Le Pen's National Front), as well as by other neo-fascist and neo-Nazi groups, on local authorities or individuals in Edessa (Northern Greece) who had made meeting facilities available to Rainbow. Instead, public events and demonstrations were organized by these extreme right groups. 


On 9 December 2003, between 18:00 - 21:00, a meeting was held between participants, and human rights oriented journalists and media outlets to present the participants' main human rights concerns on Greece, and the related developments that emerged from the meetings with the authorities. Representatives from the Ministries of Justice and Foreign Affairs and the Embassies of Japan and Norway participated. Also attended Olga B., the trafficking and rape victim with a high profile judicial case, who had just been refused a legal suspension of deportation attended, as well as, the Rainbow and EFA representatives. The meeting was followed by a buffet dinner. 
Participants received a Compilation of Documents on Greece (2002-3) by Participating Inter-Governmental and Non-Governmental Organizations: Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights, Council of Europe; United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees – Athens; European Roma Rights Center (separate report on Greece); International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights; World Organization Against Torture; International Press Institute/South East Europe Media Organization; Minority Rights Group International (Campaign to Promote the Ratification of the Framework Convention on National Minorities in Greece, material prepared by Minority Rights Group-Greece). They also received Deputy Minister Nikos Bistis’ statement on Roma issues and Minority Rights Group International’s statement on the cancellation of the Rainbow Congress; as well as short statements by participant organizations on the occasion of GHM’s tenth anniversary. This event led to articles in the news agencies Associated Press and Agence France Press, as well as in the weekly Athens News and the daily “Eleftherotypia.”
B. Detailed Presentation

1. Trial Monitoring

27 January 2003: Theodore Alexandridis, GHM’s Roma Project Manager, together with 
GHM intern Lia Karadimou escorted Mrs. Yannoula Tsakiris to the One Member 
First Instance Court of Athens, where a hearing was held concerning the ex parte 
application lodged by GHM, with the help of the Athens Bar Association, for the 
granting of citizenship. Theodore Alexandridis   also testified as a witness. The court took time to decide and on March 6, 2003, accepted Ms Tsakiris’ ex parte application. 

29 January 2003: Monitoring by Angeliki Kotsantoni of the hearing of Habib case at the 23rd 
Three Member First Instance Court of Athens (legal support to the civil claimant by 
GHM who is asking compensation for illegal detention in inhuman conditions). 

10-13 February 2003: Monitoring by Panayote Dimitras and Angeliki Kotsantoni of the trial 
of the Police Officer Haloulakos at the Mixed Jury Appeals Court of Athens.

3 March 2003: Monitoring by Panayote Dimitras (GHM Spokesperson), Theodore Alexandridis (GHM/MRG-G Roma Project Manager) and Lia Karadimou (GHM Intern) of the appeal trial of the Rom Anastasios Mouratis at the Appeals Court of Lamia (that convened in Livadeia). The defendant Mr. Dimitrios Trimis, the police officer that killed Mr. Mouratis in November 1996, did not appear at the court, thus his two-year suspended prison sentence was upheld. 

5 May 2003: Panayote Dimitras (GHM Spokesperson) both testified as a witness and escorted 


five young Roma to the prosecutor and investigating judge of Argostoli, island of Cephallonia, within the framework of the ongoing judicial investigation into the beating of Mr. Theodore Stephanou, a then sixteen years old Rom, on August 5, 2001. 

8 May 2003: Monitoring of the trial of Officer Rizopoulos (Çelnicu case), by Panayote 
Dimitras and Angeliki Kotsantoni. The trial was postponed due to absence of Officer 
Rizopoulos for 24/11/2003 

4 June 2003: Monitoring of Wisam Hormez trial, Second Misdemeanor Appeals Court of Athens, by Panayote Dimitras and Angeliki Kotsantoni.

11 June 2003: Panayote Dimitras (GHM spokesperson) escorted Mr. Ferhat Çeka and his son, 

Mr. Condor Çeka to Thessaloniki, where the former testified to military court prosecutor within the framework of a judicial investigation concerning his wounding by Greek soldiers as he was attempting to illegally cross the Greek-Albanian borders on March 8, 2002.  

25 June 2003: Monitoring by Theodore Alexandridis (GHM/MRG-G Roma Project Manager), Panayote Dimitras (GHM spokesperson) and Nafsika Papanikolatos (MRG-G Spokesperson) of the trial of the representatives of residents’ association in Patras, North-Western Peloponesse. The associations’ representatives had signed a replete with racist stereotypes letter of protest concerning Roma in the Riganokampos settlement. GHM provided legal assistance to two local Romni to file criminal complaint against the representatives, under the never-applied anti racism law 927/1979. Panayote Dimitras (GHM spokesperson) and Nafsika Papanikolatos (MRG-G Spokesperson) also testified as witnesses in the trial. The court rendered a verdict of not guilty. 

24 November 2003:  Panayote Dimitras (GHM spokesperson) monitored trial of police officer Rizopoulos who had been indicted for killing a young Albanian immigrant, Mr. Gentjan Celniku, in November 2001. Legal counsel for the victim’s family was provided by GHM. The court rendered a verdict of not guilty.
24 November 2003: Theodore Alexandridis (GHM/MRG-G Roma Project Manager) attended the trial of Mr. Makis Nodaros in Amaliada, Western Peloponesse. Mr. Nodaros is a journalist and has many times in the past reported on incidents concerning human rights abuses. In the instant case, he was charged with insulting a female police officer over the telephone. No witnesses were present at the time the incident took place. Mr. Nodaros was convicted to a prison term of three months which was converted to a day fine. 
1 December 2003: monitoring by Panayote Dimitras (GHM spokesperson – who also testified as defense witness) and Theodore Alexandridis (GHM/MRG-G Roma Project Manager) of the trial of 27 Roma from Nafplio. The Roma had been indicted for violating the racist 1983 Sanitary Decree concerning itinerant nomads. The court rendered a verdict of not guilty, accepting the legal counsel’s (funded by ERRC) argument that the 1983 could not be held to be applicable to the Roma in question, as the latter were neither itinerant nor nomads.
18 December 2003: Gregory Vallainatos (GHM Chairperson), Panayote Dimitras (GHM Spokesperson), Angeliki Kotsantoni (GHM monitor) and Nafsika Papanikolatos (MRG-G Spokesperson) testified to the trial of “Ependytis” financial weekly and its insert “Symbol” for an Albanophobic column of Lady Marks. Theodore Alexandridis (GHM/MRG-G Roma Project Manager) monitored the trial that led to an acquittal.

2. Conferences, Workshops, Seminars, Meetings, Public Lectures (with participation and sometimes presentations by GHM members)

31 Jan.-1 Feb. 2003 (Brussels, Belgium): Working preparation of Euromed Civil Forum. 
Participation of Gregory Vallianatos.

13 February 2003: Press conference on Law 2910/1999 “entry and stay of migrants” and its 
problematic areas, on the problems faced by the migrants in the regularization 
process as well the violations of their rights, organized by the Committee for the 
Respect of Constitutional rights and the Alternative Intervention by Lawyers, both 
lobby groups of the Athens Bar Association. Attendance by Angeliki Kotsantoni.

20 February 2003 (Rome, Italy): Public meeting: ‘The Human Rights Education Working 
group of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network meets with the Italian 
Society for International Organisation. Participation of Antonia Papadopoulou.

21-23 February 2003 (Rome, Italy): Participation in the Human Rights Education Working Group of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network. Participation of Antonia Papadopoulou.

26 February 2003 (Athens, Greece): Meeting of the Steering Committee of NGO’s at GCR 
offices, aiming at the coordination of lobby pressure amongst NGOs in asylum 
seekers issues. Participation of Angeliki Kotsantoni.

12 March 2003 (Athens, Greece): Second meeting of the working group on the country report 
of Greece about the ‘AIDS-mobility’ program, organized by the Center of Special 
Diseases Control. Participation of Gregory Vallianatos. 

13 March 2003 (Athens, Greece): Meeting at UNHCR offices with NGOs active in the 
asylum field for the discussing the UNHCR Country Operations Plan 2004; soliciting 
inputs/views on an ongoing review of UNHCR operations in Western Europe, 
including in Greece;-co-ordination of protection and assistance activities among 
NGOs, including those involved in the management of reception centres; presentation 
of activities by "EQUAL" partnership; fundraising in Greece; frequency of 
UNHCR-NGO meetings. Participation of Angeliki Kotsantoni.

14 March 2003 (Athens, Greece): Seminar on “Refugees – Torture Victims: Psychosocial 
Effects, Evaluation and Therapeutic Intervention” organized by the Psychological 
Counseling Graduate Group of the Department of Psychology-National and 
Kapodistrean University of Athens and the Medical Rehabilitation Center for Torture 
Victims. Participation of Panayote Dimitras (speaker), Angelika Kotsantoni, Antonia Papadopoulou and Irena Mitro.

26 March 2003 (Athens, Greece): Meeting at ARSIS offices (NGO working with young 
persons), with other NGOs with humanitarian/human rights activities, for the 
discussion of the Hormez Wisam case as it was made know with GHM press 
releases20/2/2003, and what further action to be taken in the specific case and for the 
protection of minors in similar situations in the future. Participation of Angeliki Kotsantoni. 

4-5 April 2003 (Athens, Greece): Meeting of International experts at ESIEA (Union of Athens 
Daily Newspaper Journalists) entitled “Migration and Human Rights”, co-organized 
by the Maragopoulou Foundation and the Office of High Commissioner for Human 
Rights of the Council of Europe. Participation of Gregory Vallianatos (panelist) and Angeliki Kotsantoni.

4-5 April 2003 (Athens, Greece): Workshop on “Human Rights and Discrimination Litigation 
– Law and Practice in International and Domestic Courts” organized by the European 
Roma Rights Center (ERRC) and Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM). Participation of Panayote Dimitras as coordinator-panelist, Theodore Alexandridis as panelist and all the GHM staff. 

6 April 2003 (Athens, Greece): Launch of the joint ERRC/GHM country report on Roma in 
Greece “Cleaning Operations: Excluding Roma in Greece” in Aspropyrgos, Attica. 
Participation of all GHM staff.

1-4 May 2003 (Chania – Greece): 8th Euro Mediterranean Civil Forum on Intercultural 
Dialogue. Participation by Gregory Vallianatos and Antonia Papadopoulou. 
Participation in the workshop on ‘Intercultural Education’ by Antonia Papadopoulou.

16-17 May 2003 (Hammamet, Tunisia): Participation in the Human Rights Education Working Group of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network. Participation of Antonia Papadopoulou.

31/5 – 1/6 2003 (Budapest, Hungary): EDRC Meeting, participation by Panayote Dimitras

17-20 June 2003 (Vienna, Austria): Conference on anti-Semitism (OSCE). Participation of Panayote Dimitras.

20-21 June 2003 (Budapest, Hungary): EUMAP-CEU Minority Protection Methodology Working Group. Participation of Panayote Dimitras.
21-22 June 2003 (Sofia, Bulgaria): Seminar on monitoring of conditions in detention centers and other closed 
institutions, organized by the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee. Participation  by Angeliki Kotsantoni, Theodore Alexandridis, George Kloudas. 

4-6 July 2003 (Pilion, Greece): Conference on Greek political refugees in ex Communist countries, participation by Panayote Dimitras, NAfsika Papanikolatos and Dimitra Kofti (GHM intern).
7-13 September 2003 (Beirut, Lebanon): Summer school on ‘Human Rights Education’ organized by the EMHRN Human Rights Education Working Group. Participation of Antonia Papadopoulou as organizer and facilitator.

16 October 2003 (Brussels, Belgium): Meeting of the EU Network of Independent Experts on Human Rights, participation by Panayote Dimitras.  

17-18 October 2003 (Ioannina, Greece): Conference on human trafficking, attendance by GHM chair Gregory Vallianatos.

30-31 October 2003 (Strasbourg, France): Conference on the 5th Anniversary of the entry into force of the Framework Convention, participation by Panayote Dimitras.

5-7 December 2003 (Valletta, Malta): 6th General Assembly of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network; workshop on ‘The present and future of the Barcelona process.’ Participation of Antonia Papadopoulou.

7-9 December 2003 (Athens, Greece): GHM, on the occasion of its tenth anniversary, organized a conference on “Human Rights in Greece ahead of the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens”. Numerous representatives from NGOs and IGOs attended the conference. 

11 December 2003 (Sophades, Greece): Panayote Dimitras and Theodore Alexandridis attended a conference on Roma housing. The conference was organized by the Municipality of Sophades together with the Council of Europe.
3. Fact-Finding Missions

14 February 2003: Theodore Alexandridis, GHM’s Roma Project Manager, together with 
GHM intern Lia Karadimou, escorted the US Embassy’s Human Rights officer to a 
filed visit at the Nea Zoe Romani settlement, in Aspropyrgos, Attica.

16 February 2003: Theodore Alexandridis, GHM’s Roma Project Manager, visited Zefyri, a 
suburb of Athens, home of a substantial Romani and Rudar community. He had 
meetings with the family of Mr. Anastasios Mouratis that was thinking of not 
showing up in the coming hearing of the police officer’s appeal (a Rom who was shot 
dead by a police officer in 1996; the officer was given a suspended two years 
sentence and his appeal is scheduled to be heard on March 3, 2003). This would have 
an adverse effect on the case as two of Mr. Mouratis’ sons witnessed the incident and 
their testimonies are of crucial importance. He also met with Mrs. Charoula 
Christopoulou, the families of Stefanou and Michalopoulos, whom he briefed about 
the latest developments in their respective cases that GHM is handling. 

28 February 2003: Theodore Alexandridis, GHM’s Roma Project Manager re-visited 
Mouratis’ family to ensure that they would be attending the trial scheduled for March 2, 2003.
2-3 March 2003: Theodore Alexandridis (GHM/MRG-G Roma Project Manager), Panayote Dimitras (GHM spokesperson) and Lia Karadimou (GHM intern) visited Roma settlements in Lamia and Livadeia (Central mainland Greece).
4 March 2003: Angeliki Kotsantoni with Horatiu Russu and Irena Mitro (GHM interns) 
visited a half constructed abandoned building in Kolonos area near the center of 
Athens where asylum seekers were squatting. Several of the asylum seekers were 
interviewed, and expressed their complaints for ill treatment by the police and illegal 
attempts of evection whereas the inhuman living conditions were recorded.

4 May 2003: Panayote Dimitras (GHM spokesperson) and Nafsika Papanikolatos (MRG-G Spokesperson) visited the Roma settlement of Argostoli, in the island of Cephallonia.  

27 May 2003: Panayote Dimitras (GHM spokesperson) and Theodore Alexandridis (GHM/MRG-G Roma Project Manager) escorted Police Director Dimitrios Kontopoulos to a visit in the Roma settlement of Nea Zoe, Aspropyrgos. Mr. Kontopoulos had discussions with the local Romani residents, who informed him of the problems they were encountering in their relations with the police. Mr. Kontopoulos duly took note of these problems.  
22 October 2003: GHM escorted ECRI’s delegation to the Romani settlements of Aspropyrgos and Spata.

7 December 2003: GHM, in the framework of the event organized for its tenth anniversary entitled “Human Rights ahead of the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens”, escorted the Deputy Minister of Interiro Nikos Bistis, and representatives from the Council of Europe’s Commissioner’s Office as well as from OMCT, IHF, SEEMO-IPI, ERRC to Romani settlements in Aspropyrgos and Spata.
9 December 2003. Press conference in the framework of the event organized for its tenth anniversary entitled “Human Rights ahead of the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens”, with the presentation of a compilation of Documents on Greece (2002-3) by the participating Inter-Governmental and Non-Governmental Organizations: Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights, Council of Europe; United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees – Athens; European Roma Rights Center (separate report on Greece); International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights; World Organization Against Torture; International Press Institute/South East Europe Media Organization; Minority Rights Group International (Campaign to Promote the Ratification of the Framework Convention on National Minorities in Greece, material prepared by Minority Rights Group-Greece).

4. Press releases (many also signed by MRG - G; some by other NGOs too; can be found usually in both Greek and English in the web site http://www.greekhelsinki.gr)

2 January 2003: The first homeless people οf 2003, 9 asylum-seekers from Rhodes thrown out 
in the streets by the Hellenic Police headquarters with the coming of the New Year! Is 
this how the Greek EU presidency is going to handle the asylum-seekers issue? (cc: 
Supreme Court prosecutor, Athens/Rhodes prosecutors’ offices, Ombudsman, 
Minister of Public Order)

21 January 2003: An appeal by the World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) for the 
extensive illegal detention and ill-treatment by the Greek police, of aliens and 
asylum-seekers, including children.

29 January 2003: The Archbishop Christodoulos, the Greek Front and «Stohos» «hold the 
same opinion» about the Cypriot issue and the «Compliance of the entire political 
status quo»!

30 January 2003: Indictment of Greek newspapers “Ependytis” and “Ta Nea”, and magazine 
inserts, “SYMBOL and “Akinita stin Ellada”, for incitement to racial hatred and 
discrimination.

4 February 2003: Unacceptable reference to the ethnic identity (“Gypsies”) of suspects of 
theft by the Hellenic police and the Macedonian Press Agency (MPE).

5 February 2003: The daily “Eleftherotypia” publishes letters of its readers with an anti-
Semitic content. 

5 February 2003: Why does the Greek government keep silent on the desecration of the 
holocaust memorial in Thessaloniki?

6 February 2003: Appeal trial on Monday (10/2/2003) for grave injury of civilian by 
policeman with prior record withheld from the First Instance court.

7 February 2003: A World Organization Against Torture appeal for the illegal evictions of 
Roma people in Nea Alikarnassos of Crete and in Attica in the light of the 2004 
Olympic Games. 

11 February 2003: After stray dogs, isn’t it about time that the Athens 2004 Organizing 
Committee dealt with Roma as well? 

15 February 2003: The “Dean of Greek Journalism” and the first “friend of the Archbishop 
Christodoulos” attending an event where Makis Voridis, the “Greek Lepen” was the 
main speaker.

15 February 2003: UN High Commissioner for Refugees supports NGO allegations on Greek 
agencies being inaccessible to asylum-seekers. 

20 February 2003: World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) appeal for illegal processes 
and detention of a minor asylum-seeker in Athens. 

25 February 2003: Detainee commits suicide in Attica police holding facilities that were to be 
“withdrawn entirely from active service” in December 2002 (minister of public order 
commitment towards the Council of Europe).

28 February 2003: World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) appeal for the suicide of a 
detainee in the holding facilities of the General Police Directorate of Attica that 
should have been withdrawn. 

17 March 2003: No to the war on Iraq, no to UN’s devaluation!

20 March 2003: International Day against Discrimination. Hellenic police - psychiatric 
hospitals collaboration: injections of sedative drugs and electric shocks on aliens. Impunity of perpetrators and cover-up. Appeal to the Supreme Court prosecutor.

21 March 2003: International Day against Discrimination. 1 February 2003 desecration of holocaust memorial in Thessaloniki and feeble reactions indicative of prevailing anti-Semitism in Greece.

21 March 2003: 18 Freedom of expression groups sign appeal on Iraq crisis.

6 April 2003: Announcement of Publication: “Cleaning Operations: Excluding Roma in 
Greece”. A Country Report published jointly by the European Roma Rights Center 
and Greek Helsinki Monitor.

14 April 2003: Gays and lesbians in Greece speak up.

14 April 2003: Two Socialist Dutch MEPs write to Greek authorities on plight of Roma 
resettled by the state far away from inhabited areas.

17 April 2003: World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) denounces the decision of the 
Supreme Court’s Prosecutor to take no action concerning serious allegations of cases 
of torture of foreigners.

24 April 2003: Easter stories of church-state interweaving. Christodoulos praises the US for 
its concern over Iraqi children; the Ministry of Foreign Affairs assigns mosque 
construction to Saudi Arabia, while state officials and agencies are mobilized to 
transport the “holy light”…

24 April 2003: Aspropyrgos Roma were looking forward to having water and electricity. 
Instead police attempted to evict them just before Easter!

25 April 2003: Daily ‘Avghi’: “Dying at the Evros’ landmines…And we send the Kurds 
back….” The Greek Ombudsman: “There are many sanction mechanisms in Greece. 
There are courts, the prosecutors…have you seen any results?”

29 April 2003: World Organization against Torture (OMCT) denounces the threat of unlawful 
eviction and the denial of access to basic services of the Aspropyrgos Roma 

3 May 2003: Greece “celebrates” World Press Freedom Day with threat of deportation of leading Albanian journalist and activist Gazmend Kapllani! Urgent appeals requested community.

16 May 2003: There is still a forbidden zone in Pomakohoria. Incredible 
denouncement made by the deputy Galip.
22 May 2003: The US Congress Helsinki Committee, the International Helsinki Federation, European Roma Rights Center and the World Organization Against Torture denounce the illegal threats of eviction made to the Roma in Aspropyrgos and the destitution of Roma in Greece.
25 May 2003: Appeal to Supreme Court Prosecutor to appeal the acquittal of a police officer accused of raping a foreign woman, who was not summoned to testify.

28 May 2003: Rape victim gives interview at “Patrida” newspaper of Pyrgos. 

7 June 2003: Police officer who killed a Rom in Zefyri still on duty despite his announced, even internationally, dismissal! Had caused two more serious incidents in the past but remained in service carrying firearms!
8 June 2003: The acquittal of a 17 year old asylum seeker who had been convicted to 4 months imprisonment and was almost expelled 4 months ago.

12 June 2003: Let’s not make Olga’s rape continuous or institutional! Appeal to Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and Prosecutor of the Supreme Court following rejection of request for cassation of the acquittal verdict.

14 June 2003: Rape victim thanks Minister of Justice for his intervention in favor of motion for cassation. Need for effective protection of witnesses and punishment of those responsible.

18 June 2003: Is there anti-Semitism in Greece? 

30 June 2003: World Organization against Torture denounces illegal procedures followed during the trial of a minor asylum seeker in Athens. 
2 July 2003: The first trial for racism in Greece confirms how deeply rooted racism is even amongst judges.
2 July 2003: Olga B.’s interviews.
3 July 2003: OMCT expresses its concern for Olga B. trafficking victim and rape 
victim from a police officer. 

3 July 2003: GHM’s positions in relation to trafficking of women for forced prostitution and in relation to legal prostitution.

14 July 2003: IHF-GHM press release on: Greek court leaves a rape unpunished and creates a dangerous precedence.
17 July 2003: Tribulation of unaccompanied Somali children asylum seekers at the hands of Greek and Swedish authorities and some media.

19 July 2003: The expert Gregory Lazos speaks about the trafficking of women for 
forced prostitution in Greece.

19 July 2003: Appeal to the Minister of Justice to intervene in order to avoid the potential prescription of prosecution of forced prostitution of minors. 
21 July 2003: Unacceptable two-day detention of 24 aliens (and a seven-month old baby!) in an open air area at Mytilini port.

23 July 2003: “Restored democracy” celebrates 29th anniversary but civil
society still under construction.

24 July 2003: Evangelos Kroustallakis’ term in office - selective sensitivities of the Supreme Court Prosecutor’s office.

27 July 2003: New intervention made by the Minister of Justice for preventing the 
prescription of the case of forced prostitution of a minor.

2 August 2003: Commemoration of Romani holocaust. In Greece of “apartheid”, judicial “pogrom” against Roma of Nea Tiryntha for living on land they were relocated to by the prefecture!

6 August 2003: Joint appeal of the European Roma Rights Center and Greek Helsinki Monitor to the Minister of Justice, Phillipos Petsalnikos, to file a motion of cassation against the acquittal in a racism case against Roma. 
10 August 2003: Macedonian political refugees once again denied democratic rights by Greek authorities.

14 August 2003: The illegal detention of unaccompanied minor asylum seekers in 
Rhodes continues.

14 August 2003: Topic: The World Organization against Torture (OMCT) denounces the arbitrary detention and ill treatment of asylum seekers in Mytilini.

14 August 2003: Anti-Semitism in Greece (July 2003): Two academics – self-styled or 
acknowledged – leaders of the “Oriental Faction” in Greece. 
14 August 2003: Desecration of Synagogue (August 2003) and Jewish cemetery (April 2002) of Ioannina (Greece)
16 August 2003: (Self) Censorship of the dispute between the President of the Parliament with an archbishop for the “ghetto” of Thrace, by the state news agencies and the Greek parliament.

26 August 2003: The World Organization against Torture (OMCT) denounces the illegal treatment of two unaccompanied minor asylum seekers from Somalia for 100 days.

30 August 2003: Update: Greek newspapers “Ependytis” and “Ta Nea” and magazine supplements “Symbol” and “Akinita stin Ellada” on trial in September 2003 for incitement to racial hatred and discrimination.

4 September 2003: Open letter, by IHF and GHM, to Greek Minister of Justice on judicial system's lack of will to deal with incitement to hatred and discrimination.

9 September 2003: New case of unaccompanied minor asylum seeker from Sudan illegally detained with adults by Rhodes police in Greece.

11 September 2003: School year begins with a deception of the Roma of Spata.

14 September 2003: Urgent appeal to the Minister of Justice and the Greek ombudsman for the protection of juvenile suspects.

15 September 2003: The World Organization against Torture (OMCT) denounces the 
illegal treatment of an unaccompanied minor asylum seeker from Sudan for 15 days.

16 September 2003: How Greece does (not) respect the Roma of Spata (and their 
rights). A GHM report to state authorities, the Greek ombudsman and the Council of Europe.

16 September 2003: When Greece’s largest daily “Eleftherotypia” discovers the “Skopjan” language.
18 September 2003: The International Secretariat of the World Organisation against Torture (OMCT) and the Coordination Office of Housing and Land Rights Network of Habitat International Coalition (HIC-HLRN) denounce the trial of 27 Roma of Glykeia (Argolida).

19 September 2003: New police circular on the rights of the detainees is welcomed but it hasn’t been sent to all relevant services. Appeal for the regulation of issues concerning unaccompanied minors asylum seekers. Nine new cases have been recorded.

19 September 2003: Serious allegations of ill treatment of three Albanians at the Greek-Albanian borders.

25 September 2003: Open letter to the Prime Minister to assure neo-Nazi anti-Semitic and xenophobic graffiti on major Corinth Tripoli highway is erased.

25 September 2003: "Criticism of Sharon" in "Eleftherotypia":"[Jewish] murderers 
deserved such an executioner [Hitler] because they are not human beings and must 
swallow their tongues."

25 September 2003: Abuses against Albanians in Greek-Albanian borders among prevailing impunity in Greece and indifference of Albanian government.
26 September 2003: The mayor of Marousi deceives Roma, thus leading to the eviction of two Roma families to whom he owed bounties of many months. 
26 September 2003: When “Avghi” reminds “Eleftherotypia” what was left out from their insert “istorika”…

27 September 2003: On the dominant (in the media as well) Greek centric, anti-western culture and the “International Centers of Conspiracy”. 
27 September 2003: Lawyers representing the civil claimants in the trial of 17N adopt 
theories about violations of he defendants’ human rights.

29 September 2003: Ill-treatment of Albanians in the Greek-Albanian borders as part of the general impunity and indifference showed by the Greek and Albanian governments and the Greek media. 
9 October 2003: Even the Supreme Court “forgot” to summon Olga B. in the hearing on the cassation of the acquittal verdict of her alleged rapist…

10 October 2003: Third desecration of Jewish monument in Ioannina in eighteen 
months with same neo-Nazi anti-Semitic graffiti recently painted on Corinth-Tripoli highway.

14 October 2003: World Organization against Torture (OMCT) denounces the continuing illegal detention of unaccompanied minor asylum seekers.
23 October 2003: World Organization against Torture (OMCT) denounces the severe beatings, injuries and/or killings of Albanian citizens at the border area.

24 October 2003: World Organization against Torture (OMCT) denounces the fact that 
Olga B. again not summoned to a hearing concerning her rape. 

27 October 2003: Open letter sent by the World Organization against Torture (OMCT) to the Prime Minister for the problems faced by the Roma in Spata. Visit of the Council of Europe to the Roma in Spata and Aspropyrgos. 

28 October 2003: When consolidated GHM “anti-Greek” positions on racism in Greece are finally widely adopted …

7 November 2003: Anti-Semitism and racism in Greece: an op-ed in wall street journal on the occasion of Kristlanacht commemoration.

7 November 2003: When Mikis Theodorakis “reproduces the anti-Semitic propaganda of our times unskillfully” and all the media, with the exception of daily “Apogevmatini”, suppress it…
10 November 2003: Renaming square in Halandri after Mardohaios Frizis is a “Jewish- Masonic demand of the almighty K.I.S.”!  

10 November 2003: Prescription of joinder of crimes of trafficking of women and forced prostitution! GHM calls for sanctions to be imposed on the responsible judicial officials!
16 November 2003: Appeal to condemn institutionalized homophobia in Greece. 
20 November 2003: Two important trials on November 24: Police officer on trial for killing an Albanian and journalist on trial for insulting a police officer over the phone (!).
22 November 2003: Greece admits to anti-Semitism problem and announces holocaust remembrance day.

26 November 2003: Olga B’s odyssey goes on: She is still under deportation status, while the Supreme Court made her full name public once again…
2 December 2003: Acquittal of policeman who killed Albanian proves Albanians’ lives have no value for Greek authorities.

4 December 2003: World Organization against Torture (OMCT) calls the acquittal of a policeman who killed an Albanian man – a dark day for the fight against impunity in Greece.

5 December 2003: The International Secretariat of OMCT protests against the Athens prosecutor’s rejection of Olga B.’s request to suspend her deportation so she can then obtain a residence permit.
8 December 2003: The UN considers only forced prostitution to be a form of violence against women and not prostitution in general. GHM corrects the information that women’s organizations had sent to the president of the Greek parliament. 
9 December 2003: Deputy Minister Bistis on Spata, Marousi and Aspropyrgos Roma.

24 December 2003: The mayor of Marousi and the Ministry of Interior deceive the Olympic stadium Roma, the Council of Europe and ngos! GHM brought the issue to the attention of the Athens First Instance Court Prosecutor’s office. 
29 December 2003: Interior deputy minister Nikos Bistis intervenes on behalf of Olympic stadium Roma and reaffirms commitments on Aspropyrgos and Spata Roma.

29 December 2003: Greek state television withdraws funding of documentary on Nazi war criminal and holocaust perpetrator Max Merten.
5 i) Complaints and Other Letters to the Ombudsman, the Data protection Authority and the National Radio and Television Council

2 January 2003: Press release sent to the Ombudsman on: The first homeless people οf 2003, 
9 asylum-seekers from Rhodes thrown out in the streets by the Hellenic Police 
headquarters with the coming of the New Year! Is this how the Greek EU presidency 
is going to handle the asylum-seekers issue? 
2 January 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Aschan Pangahie and other 11 asylum seekers in Rhodes. (pr.no.: 62/3-1-2003)

8 January 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on 31 Kurd asylum-seekers in Volos, prefecture of 
Magnesia. [pr.no.: 313/9-1-2003]

10 January 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman and the Data Protection Authority on the issues of 
identities and sensitive personal data. [pr.no.: 468/13-1-2003 (GO), 63/13-1-2003 
(DPA)] 

11 January 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the problems of the asylum-seekers detained in 
Rhodes as reported by Nada Rohani, a colleague both of GHM and the Center for the 
Rehabilitation of Torture Victims. (pr.no.: 539/13-1-2003)
11 January 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the visa of Horatiu Alexandru Russu, a GHM 
intern. (pr.no.: 556/13-1-2003)
23 January 2003: Letter to the Data Protection Authority requesting information on latest developments in relation to inadmissible “Alter” TV channel news story, over 
which GHM had lodged a complaint on 22 August 2002.
23 January 2003: Letter to the Data Protection Authority requesting information on latest developments in relation to EL.AS and presumption of innocence of suspected 
members of the 17N organization (GHM had lodged a complaint on 11 August 2002).
23 January 2003: Letter to the Data Protection Authority concerning latest developments in relation to an earlier (1 October 2002) GHM complaint concerning the non-issuing of summons to the Nea Zoe Aspropyrgos Romani community residents.

23 January 2003: Letter to the Data Protection Authority requesting information on developments in relation to an earlier (6 August 2002) GHM complaint concerning the case of Mr. Kamen Lenkov Stanev.
23 January 2003: Letter to the Data Protection Authority requesting information on latest developments in relation to an earlier (11 August 2002) GHM complaint over the oath-giving in criminal cases. 

27 January 2003: Second letter to the Ombudsman and the Data Protection Authority on the 
clarification of a 10/1/2003 letter on the issues of identities and sensitive personal 
data. (pr.no.: 144/27-1-2003 (DPA), received on 29/1/2003 (GO), related to previous letter 468/13-1-2003 (GO)]
28 January 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman by SOKADRE on the problems with the Roma 
settlement in Nea Alikarnassos, in Neo Heraklion of Athens that has been encroached 
upon by the mayor of the municipality. (pr.no.: 1691/29-1-2003)
4 February 2003: Urgent letter to the Ombudsman in order to avoid the illegal eviction of 
tenths of Iraqi Kurd asylum-seekers. (pr.no.: 2176/5-2-2003)
4 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman by SOKADRE on the unacceptable reference to 
the Roma ethnic identity of three suspects of theft by the Macedonian Press Agency 
and EL.AS. (pr.no.: 2177/5-2-2003)
6 February 2003: Second urgent letter to the Ombudsman in order to avoid the illegal eviction 
of tenths of Iraqi Kurd asylum-seekers. (pr.no.: 2346/7-2-2003)
8 February 2003: Joint letter to the Ombudsman by GHM and the Refugee Association of 
Greece (SAPE) on the procedures of submitting asylum applications to the General 
Police Directorate of Athens. (pr.no.: 2394/10-2-2003)
14 February 2003: Complaint letter to ESR on non-reply of “Alter” channel to GHM’s request 
on 19/9/2002 of a copy of one of its programs referring to GHM’s spokesperson. 
(pr.no.: 1782/17-2-2003)
17 February 2003: Joint letter to the Ombudsman by GHM and the Refugee Association of 
Greece (SAPE) on the case of Hormez Wisam, an Iraqi asylum applicant represented 
by GHM. (pr.no.: 2871/18-2-2003)
21 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman by SOKADRE on the inaccurate reply of the 
Mayor of Aspropyrgos about his having requested the presence of the police during 
the eviction of Roma people from their settlement (14/7/2000) in the afore-mentioned 
area. (pr.no.: 3326/24-2-2003)
22 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman by SOKADRE on the destruction of Roma 
sheds at the settlement of Riganokampos (4/11/2002) and the prevention of their 
future eviction from the aforementioned area. (pr.no.: 3324/24-2-2003, related to GO letter 12561/2001)
22 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the refusal of EL.AS. to provide 
GHM with data on the Roma of Riganokampos. (pr.no.: 3327/24-2-2003), (related to previous letter 1032/2/62-β – 9/12/02 to the Police Directorate of the prefecture of Achaia)
22 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the refusal of EL.AS. to provide 
GHM with the sworn administrative inquiry (EDE) file for the case of Argostoli. (pr.no.: 3331/24-2-2003), (related to previous letter 18665.01)
22 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the refusal of EL.AS. to provide 
GHM with the sworn administrative inquiry (EDE) file for the case of the alleged 
electrocution shock of Joseph Emeka Okeke, a detainee represented by GHM. (pr.no.: 3332/24-2-2003), (related to previous letter 13170.02)
22 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the non-reply of the Minister of Interior, 
Public Administration and Decentralization to a letter sent to him on 4/11/2002 about 
the mayor of Aspropyrgos. (pr.no.: 3335/24-2-2003)
22 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the problems of the Hellenic Post service 
(ELTA) to deliver mail to people at the Roma settlement of Ifaistos in Komotini, due 
to alleged insufficient post addresses at the afore-mentioned settlement. (pr.no.: 3355/24-2-2003), (related to previous letter 10801/26-7-2001)

22 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the non-reply of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs to a letter sent to him on 4/11/2002 on the report to CESCR. (pr.no.: 3421/25-
2-2003)
22 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the non-reply of the Ministers of Merchant 
Marine and Public Order to a letter sent to them and the Minister of Justice on 
4/11/2002, requesting their comments about the joint AI-IHF 2002 report. (pr.no.: 
3422/25-2-2003)
22 February 2003: Letter to ESR thanking it for actions taken in the case of ‘Alter’ channel 
and requesting information on the actions it took concerning a 2002 case of ‘Mega’ channel and one its journalists, Mrs. Panayotarea.. (pr.no.: 2111/24-2-2003)
25 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the maximum lawful detention period and 
twenty-four asylum seekers detained in the island of Rhodes. (pr.no.: 3458/25-2-
2003)
25 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on OTE (Greek telecommunications organization) and the GHM office’s phone line not operating. (pr.no.: 3544/26-2-2003)
25 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on OTE (Greek telecommunications organization) and isdn modems (GHM letter of 10/1/2003 to OTE). (pr.no.: 3547/26-2-2003)
27 February 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on two Greek Police press releases breaching the law on protection of sensitive data. 

4 March 2003: Second letter to ESR on the case of ‘Mega’ channel and one of its journalists, 
Mrs. Panayotarea, clarifying that GHM had taken actions before resorting to 
requesting the help of ESR. (pr.no.: 2507/4-3-2003)
17 March 2003: Joint letter to the Ombudsman by GHM and the Refugee Association of 
Greece (SAPE) on the problems of 2 Kurds in submitting their asylum application to 
the General Police Directorate of Athens. (pr.no.: 4720/17-3-2003), (related to 
previous letter 2934/10-2-2003)

17 March 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the mentioning of the name of an 18-year old 
Muslim Rom suspect by the Macedonian Press Agency. (pr.no.: 4752/18-3-2003)
17 March 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the non-access of NGOs in Rhodes. (pr.no.: 
4788/18-3-2003), (related to previous letter 24372/2002)

17 March 2003: Joint letter to the Ombudsman by GHM and the Refugee Association of 
Greece (SAPE) on the insulting and threatening behavior of EL.AS. towards Haluk 
Piralli, SAPE’s president. (pr.no.: 4812/18-3-2003), (related to previous letter 
2934/10-2-2003)


19 March 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the case of a foreigner (Onuchukwu Uchenna 
Ezekiel) represented by GHM, whom EL.AS. tried to deport using illegal 
psychiatric repressive methods five months ago, as confirmed by a state hospital. 
(pr.no.: 5022/20-3-2003)
14 April 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman by SOKADRE on the access of children of the 
Roma settlement in Spata to school and pending non-realized provision of facilities. 
[cc: Mr. Alvaro Gil-Robles, Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of 
Europe (CoE), Socialist MEPs: Anna Karamanou, Joke Swiebel, Jan Marinus 
Wiersma], (pr.no.: 6496/15-4-2003, related to previous letter: 11211/2001)

23 April 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman by SOKADRE on the new attempt of eviction at the 
Aspropyrgos Roma settlement on April 21st, 2003. (pr.no.: 7080/4-2003), (cc: Alvaro Gil-Robles, Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe (CoE); Anna Karamanou, MEP; Maria Damanaki, MP)
10 May 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on illegal demolition of sheds in a Roma settlement. (pr.no.: 7743/12-5-2003)

10 May 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Horatiu Alexandru Rusu, asking for a new examination of 
original letter. (pr.no.: 7745/12-5-2003, related to GO letter 556.1/03/9-4-03)
10 May 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the denial of Kastoria general hospital to provide GHM with copies of the hospital papers of Ferhat Çeka, represented by GHM. (pr.no.: 7746/12-5-2003)

10 May 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the fatal injury of Çelnicu by a policeman. (pr.no.: 7750/12-5-2003, related to GO letter 19521/2001)
10 May 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on non-response of the Ministry of Merchant Marine to GHM questions. (pr.no.: 7751/12-5-2003)

10 May 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Roma ill-treatment by policemen in Argostoli (Cephallonia). (pr.no.: 7752/12-5-2003)
11 May 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on delayed and inaccurate answer of Ministry of Foreign Affairs to relevant GHM request and questions on state report to UN. (pr.no.: 7748/12-5-2003, related to previous letter 3421/03/2.1)
11 May 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on denial of Ministry of Justice to give access to GHM to Korydallos prisons. (pr.no.: 7749/12-5-2003)
11 May 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on application of GHM to attend the 17N November that was not answered by the Ministry of Justice. (pr.no.: 7764/12-5-2003)
26 May 2003: Forward to the Ombudsman of the police answer (pr.no.: 2964/02) to GHM on the case of ill-treatment of a young Greek Pontiac, Mr. Dimitrios Zelidis, by the police. 

29 May 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Promahonas Border crossing incident (denial of border authorities to give access to Sideris family of Bulgarian origin). (pr.no.: 9060/30-5-2003)
5 June 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on non-response of the Ministry of Health and Welfare to GHM letters requesting information on Roma issues. (pr.no.: 9447-5/6/2003)
5 June 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on non-reply of the Ministry of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization to GHM letters requesting information on Roma issues. (pr.no.: 9448-5/6/2003)
8 June 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman and Data Protection on detention of Swedish photographer who took a picture of a police officer.
9 June 2003: Letter to the Data Protection Authority on denial of EL.AS. to provide GHM 
with copies of administrative files as authorized representative of deportees. (pr.no.: 1200/9-6-2003, related to DPA letter 298/11-3-2003 to EL.AS. and GO letter 13794/2002)
13 June 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Mustak Dukh on refusal from the authorities to renew his card of residence for humanitarian reasons.

23 June 2003: Three letters to the Ombudsman on Aspropyrgos EL.AS. providing information about the eviction of Roma at the Aspropyrgos settlement on April 21st, 2003. (pr.nos.: 10583-10586-10590/23-6-2003, related to GO letter 7080/2003)
23 June 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Promahonas Border crossing incident (denial of border authorities to give access to Sideris family of Bulgarian origin). (pr.no.: 10591/23-6-2003, related to GO letter 9060/30-5-2003)
14 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on OTE (Greek telecommunications organization) and the GHM office’s phone line not operating. (related to GO letters 3544.2.1./18-6-200 and 33547.2.1/18-6-03)
14 July 2003: Letter to ESR on non reply of Mega and Alter to previous letters (3531/31-3-
03 and 1844/18-2-03). (pr.no.: 8364/16-7-2003)

15 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on two minors from Somalia. (pr.no.: 12172/15-7-2003)
21 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Mytilini aliens. (pr.no.: 12546/22-7-2003)
22 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on two minors from Somalia. (pr.no.: 12670/23-7-2003)
22 July 2003: Letter to Personal Data Authority for refusal of police to provide GHM copies of aliens’ police files as a legally authorised representative (pr.no.: 1706/22-7-2003)

22 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Argostoli Roma. (pr.no.: 12672/23-7-2003, related to GO letter 18665/01/2.5/23-4-03)
23 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman by SOKADRE on EL.AS. on Aspropyrgos. (pr.no.: 12674/23-7-2003, related to 12390/14-6-2002, 13794/2002 and 15349/2002)

23 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the fatal injury of Çelnicu by a policeman. (pr.no.: 12681/23-7-2003, related to GO letter 19521/2001) 
23 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on EL.AS. concerning the case of a young Greek Pontiac, Mr. Dimitrios Zelidis. (pr.no.: 12745/24-7-2003)
25 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on ELTA (Hellenic Post) and registered letters. (pr.no.: 12922/28-7-2003)

25 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on EL.AS. and Joseph Emeka Okeke case. (pr.no.: 12929/28-7-2003, related to GO letter 13170.02.2.2/2-7-03)
25 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on fees for ERRC reports. (pr.no.: 12932/28-7-2003, related to letter 11180/2003)
27 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Horatiu Alexandru Rusu. (pr.no.: 12928/28-7-2003, related GO letter 556.2/03/19-5-2003)

27 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Ministry of Justice and 17N trial. (pr.no.: 12933/28-7-2003, related to GO letter 77674.03.2.1/5-6-2003)
28 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Patras Police Emergency Squad issuing a wrongful parking ticket. (pr.no.: 13030/29-7-2003)
30 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the case of an Iraqi, Wisam Hormez. 

30 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the case of the Somali unaccompanied minor asylum seekers, attaching papers from Swedish authorities. 

30 July 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Mytilini detention center. 
3 August 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on protocol numbers by EL.AS. in Rhodes. 

4 August 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on copies of sworn administrative inquiry (EDE) file on Rizopoulos. (cc: EL.AS., Glyka Nera Police Station)

4 August 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on sworn administrative inquiry (EDE) internal procedures concerning the ill-treatment of 2 Roma in 2002. (cc: Amnesty International)

14 August 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Mytilini aliens.
14 August 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Marousi Roma. (pr.no.: 13939/18-8-2003)

20 August 2003: Urgent report to the Ombudsman on Rhodes asylum seekers. (pr.no.: 14140/21-8-2003), (cc: UNHCR, Greek Refugee Council)

28 August 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Mytilini detention center. 

1 September 2003: Additional report to the Ombudsman on Rhodes asylum seekers. (cc: UNHCR, Greek Refugee Council)
9 September 2003: First letter to the Ombudsman on unaccompanied minor from Sudan, asylum seeker in Rhodes. (pr.no.: 15176/10-9-2003)
13 September 2003: Urgent appeal to the Minister of Justice and the Deputy Ombudsman for children on the protection of children suspects. [pr.no.: 3135/15-9-2003 (MJ)], (cc: Minister of PO, National Radio and Television Council)

16 September 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman, attaching photographs, concerning the case Patras Police Emergency Squad issuing a wrongful parking ticket. (pr.no.: 15562/16-9-2003, related to GO letter 13030/29-7-2003)

16 September 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Spata Roma.
19 September 2003: Second letter to the Ombudsman on Spata Roma.
19 September 2003: Letter the Ombudsman on non-reply of the Minister of Health and Welfare. 
19 September 2003: Letter the Ombudsman on non-reply of the Ministry of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization regarding information about Roma. 
19 September 2003: Letter the Ombudsman on non-reply of the Greek consulate in Tirana (Albania) regarding the case of Ferhat Çeka.  
19 September 2003: Letter to the Data Protection Authority on pending complaints. (pr.no.: 2369/30-9-2003, related to previous letters 1742/12-8-02, 1743/12-8-02, 2092/2-10-02, 63/13-1-03 and 144/27-1-03)
19 September 2003: Letter to ESR on non-response of ALTER and MEGA Channel. (pr.no.: 11424/30-9-2003)

23 September 2003: Second letter to the Ombudsman on unaccompanied minor from Sudan, asylum seeker in Rhodes. (related to GO letter 15176/10-9-2003.1/15-9-03)
25 September 2003: Third letter to the Ombudsman on unaccompanied minor from Sudan, asylum seeker in Rhodes. (related to GO letter 15176/10-9-2003.1/15-9-03)
27 September 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on non-reply of the Minister of Merchant Marine regarding the names of suspects in port police releases.
27 September 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on asylum seekers from Rhodes. (related to GO letter 14140/03.2.1/26-8-03)
27 September 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on minors from Somalia and photographs of minors in S-magazine. (related to GO letter 12172/03.2.2/1-8-03)
28 September 2003: Fourth letter to the Ombudsman on unaccompanied minor from Sudan, asylum seeker in Rhodes. (related to GO letter 15176/10-9-2003.1/15-9-03)
28 September 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on Marousi Roma. [cc: Alvaro Gil Robles, Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe (CoE)]
30 September 2003: Additional letter to the Ombudsman on the case of the minors from Somalia and photographs of minors in S-magazine, attaching the specific magazine issue. (related to GO letter 12172/03.2.2/1-8-03)

30 September 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on non-reply of the Municipality of Athens about an issue concerning a taxi-driver and a GHM intern.
30 September 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman and ELTA (Hellenic Post) on lack of receipt for registered letters. (pr.no.: 16591/1-10-2003, related to GO letter 12922/28-7-03)
1 October 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on EL.AS. in Mytilini and refusal of access to reception areas.
6 October 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on denial of Petroupolis police station to change Mr. Stylianos Malindretos’ surname. 

7 November 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on non-reply of the Ministry of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization (YPESDDA) to four letters on Roma (30/7, 12/9, 16/9, 30/9/2003). (pr.no.: 9448.03.2.3, related to previous letter 9448/5-6-2003), [cc: Deputy Minister of YPESDDA, Maria Damanaki (MP), Makis Nodaros]
10 November 2003: Letter to the Data Protection Authority on violation of sensitive personal data of a Rom by a defendant policeman Georgios Horaitis in Argostoli. (pr.no.: 3038/11-11-2003)
19 December 2003: Letter to the Minister of Public Order and the Ombudsman on the case of Argostoli. (cc: ECRI, CPT, ERRC, AI, IHF, OMCT), [pr.nos.: 34416/24-12-2003 (MPO), 22190/22-12-2003 (GO), related to GO letter 18665/23-11-2001]

5 ii) Complaints and Other Letters to the Greek Police and the Ministry of Public Order

2 January 2003: Press release sent to the Minister of Public Order on: The first homeless 
people οf 2003, 9 asylum-seekers from Rhodes thrown out in the streets by the 
Hellenic Police headquarters with the coming of the New Year! Is this how the Greek 
EU presidency is going to handle the asylum-seekers issue?

10 January 2003: Letter to Patras Police Emergency Squad on non-justification of alleged wrongful issuing of parking ticket. (cc: GO), [pr.nos.: 1019/26/209-β – 10/1/2003 (Patras PES), 553/13-1-2003 (GO)] 

22 February 2003: Letter to the director of personnel of EL.AS. requesting information on the sanctions imposed on the policeman that killed a Rom (related to letter 9/9/2002). (cc: GO), [pr.no.: 3328/24-2-2003 (GO)]
22 February 2003: Urgent letter to the director of personnel of EL.AS.  requesting information on the results of the sworn administrative inquiry (EDE) on the murder of Gentjan Çelnicu and copies of the sanctions imposed, on behalf of his sisters as represented by GHM. (cc: GO), [pr.nos.: 6195α/23-2-2003 (EL.AS.), 3329/24-2-2003 (GO)] 
25 February 2003: Letter to Patras Police Emergency Squad on striking out of wrongful police ticket. (pr.no.: 1019/26/209δ – 26/2/2003), (cc: GO)
28 February 2003: Letter to the Chief of EL.AS. on the behaviour of the police in the island of Rhodes. (pr.no.: 5338/28-2-2003), (cc: GO, OMCT, IHF, International Rehabilitation Center of Torture Victims)
28 February 2003: Letter to the Minister of Public Order on the reply of the Ministry to the 
Committee for the Prevention of Torture. (pr.no.: 29785/17-3-2003)
11 April 2003: Urgent appeal to the Police Directorate of Achaia and the Police Sub-
Directorate of Patras to provide GHM legal counsellors with data on the case of Roma of Riganokampos to be trialed on 5/5/2003 and to conduct a disciplinary inquiry. (cc: MPO, GO), [pr.no.: 1032/2/28α – 14/4/2003 (PSD Patras)]
12 April 2003: Letter to Achaia Police Directorate calling for the institution of disciplinary proceedings of police officers who gave false testimonies. (pr.no.: 6004/2/262 – 15/4/2003), (cc: GO)
23 April 2003: Letter to the director of the Greek police of Aspropyrgos by SOKADRE on the 
new attempt of eviction at the Aspropyrgos Roma settlement on April 21st, 2003. 
(pr.no.: 9009/20/101 – 24/4/2003), (cc: MPO, Chief of EL.AS., GO)
10 May 2003: Letters to Achaia Police Directorate, calling for disciplinary proceedings against police officers who gave false testimonies. (pr.no.: 1032/2/28 – 12/5/2003), (cc: MPO, GO)
10 May 2003: Letter to Argostoli (Cephallonia) Security Department, requesting copies of files concerning the hour of admission of four Roma – victims of ill treatment- in the police station. (pr.no.: 6004/15/15 – 12/5/2003), (cc: GO)
10 May 2003: Letter to the personnel directorate of EL.AS. requesting copy of the sworn administrative inquiry (EDE) into the incident of fatal shooting of a young Albanian immigrant, Mr. Gentjan Çelnicu. (pr.no.: 25251/6/4-λη – 13/5/2003), (cc: GO)
11 May 2003: Letter to Security Sub-Directorate of Patras police, requesting copies of files concerning the hour of admission of a Rom, Mr. Theodore Stephanou in the police station. (pr.no.: 1016/55/103 – 13/5/2003)
13 May 2003: Letter to the director of personnel of EL.AS. requesting copy of the police sworn administrative inquiry (EDE) in the case of ill-treatment of a young Greek Pontiac, Mr. Dimitrios Zelidis. (pr.no.: 238096/6/2a – 14/5/2003), (cc: GO)

26 May 2003: Letter to the director of personnel of EL.AS. requesting a copy of the findings of the sworn administrative inquiry (EDE) in the case of ill-treatment of a young Greek Pontiac, Mr. Dimitrios Zelidis. (pr.no.: 238096/6/2-γ – 28/5/2003), (cc: GO)
8 June 2003: Letter to the director of Aspropyrgos police station concerning the detention of a Swedish photographer. (pr.no.: 9009/20/104 – 9/6/2003), (cc: GO)
9 June 2003: Letter to the director of Western Attica police, congratulating the police on the prompt and effective investigation they launched in an incident of abuse of authority and asking to be informed of the disciplinary proceedings instituted against the police officers involved. (cc: GO), [pr.nos.: 1026/3/11/1-ρξα – 9/6/2003 (police), 9896/10-6-2003 (GO)] 
3 July 2003: Letter to EL.AS. headquarters on Rizopoulos case sworn administrative inquiry (EDE). (pr.no.: 252551/6/4μσγ – 4/7/2003), (cc: GO, Glyka Nera police station)
22 July 2003: Letter to EL.AS. with material from Swedish Red Cross on the case of the 
Somali unaccompanied minor asylum seekers. (pr.no.: 5401/2/879-30/7/2003)
23 July 2003: Letter to EL.AS. on Rizopoulos case sworn administrative inquiry (EDE).

28 July 2003: Letter to the director of Western Attica police on alleged Zefyri police statement. (cc: GO), [pr.nos.: 9009/20/32 – 29/7/2003 (police), 13059/29-7-2003 (GO)] 

5 August 2003: Letter to EL.AS. requesting copies of the decision of dismissal of policeman that killed a Rom. (cc: GO)
13 September 2003: Letter to the director of Western Attica police on Aspropyrgos investigations. (pr.no.: 1026/3/11/2 – 18/9/2003), (cc: GO, Chief of EL.AS., Minister of Public Order)

19 September 2003: Letter to EL.AS. headquarters for non sufficient distribution and notification of a ministerial circular on treatment and rights of detainees. (pr.no.: 6957/19-9-2003), (cc: Minister of Justice, GO, UNHCR)
23 September 2003: Briefing EL.AS. with a memo on unaccompanied minor asylum seekers. 
25 September 2003: Letter to the Immigration department of EL.AS. of Northeast Attica for the suspension of the administrative deportation order issued against a Turkish citizen, witness in Chania case and an asylum seeker. (pr.no.: 325938/25-9-2003), (cc: Minister of Public Order, GO, UNHCR)
25 September 2003: Letter to Rhodes EL.AS. with group asylum applications by detained asylum seekers in Rhodes. (pr.no.: 5401/1/70 – 26/9/2003) 
28 September 2003: Letter to EL.AS. headquarters on the mention of suspects’ names in the press releases. (pr.no.: 7023/29-9-2003), (cc: GO)
30 September 2003: Letter to the directorate of personnel of EL.AS. on non-delivery of copies of the decisions of two disciplinary councils about the dismissal of a policeman that killed a Rom. (cc: GO)
30 September 2003: Letter to Immigration Department of EL.AS. headquarters on the copies of migrant detainees administrative files. (cc: GO, DPA, related to GO letters 12390, 15349, 13794/02 and DPA letter 1242/20-6-03)
1 October 2003: Letter to EL.AS. headquarters denouncing the mentioning of the names of minor suspects in press releases. (pr.no.: 7064/1-10-2003), (cc: GO)
8 October 2003: Letter to EL.AS. congratulating it for police circular 67/2002 that imposes respect of personal data of suspects but also notifying it of further cases where the above circular hasn’t been applied nevertheless. (cc: GO), (pr.no.: 7122/8-10-2003)
10 November 2003: Letter to the Minister of Public Order on Argostoli case. (pr.no.: 18914/12-11-2003), (cc: GO, ECRI, CPT, ERRC, AI, IHF, OMCT)

19 December 2003: Letter to the Minister of Public Order and the Ombudsman on the case of Argostoli. (cc: ECRI, CPT, ERRC, AI, IHF, OMCT), [pr.nos.: 34416/24-12-2003 (MPO), 22190/22-12-2003 (GO), related to GO letter 18665/23-11-2001]
31 December 2003: Letter to the director of personnel of EL.AS. requesting a copy of the complete file of the police sworn administrative inquiry (EDE) concerning the case of Joseph Emeka Okeke. (pr.no.: 6004/15/3751-λγ)

31 December 2003: Letter to the director of personnel of EL.AS. requesting a copy of the complete file of the police sworn administrative inquiry (EDE) concerning the dismissal of a policeman that killed a Rom. (pr.no.: 249072/6/8-ξγ – 8/1/2004)
5 iii) Complaints and Other Letters to Ministries and state hospitals

2 February 2003: Letter to the Minister of Justice requesting permission of access to the 
Korydallos prison for a GHM intern. (cc: GO), (pr.no.: 443/3-2-2003)
14 February 2003: Letter to the General Secretary of the Ministry of Justice on the 
clarification of previous letter (2/2/2003) requesting permission of access to the 
Korydallos prison. (reply pr.no.: 21393/17-2-2003), (cc: GO)
21 February 2003: Letter to the director of Kastoria general hospital requesting copies of the hospital papers of Ferhat Çeka, represented by GHM. (cc: Eutuhios Fitrakis, GO), (pr.no.: 653/24-2-2003)
22 February 2003: Letter to the Minister of Justice requesting information on the process necessary for the access of GHM members to the trial of the alleged members of the terrorist group ‘17N’ that will take place in the judicial prison of Korydallos. [pr.no.: 374/27-2-2003]
22 February 2003: Letter to the Ministry of Interior, Public Administration and 
Decentralization requesting information on the actions taken by its department of 
development programs concerning Roma people, due to GHM’s forthcoming joint 
report with the European Roma Rights Center. [pr.no.: 8943/26-2-2003]
24 February 2003: Letter to the Deputy Minister of Health and Welfare requesting information on 
Roma people, due to GHM’s forthcoming joint report with the European Roma Rights Center. [pr.no.: 515/26-2-2003]
4 March 2003: Letter to the Director of the Navy Force on the reply of the Ministry of 
Merchant Marine to a 4/11/2002 GHM letter requesting its comments on the joint AI-
IHF 2002 report. (pr.no.: 2970/6-3-2003), (cc: GO)
6 March 2003: Letter to the Ministry of Justice on the lack of court interpreters being an issue 
of the ministry and not of any prosecutor’s office. (pr.no.: 54341/19-3-2003)
30 April 2003: Letter to the director of the Prefecture Hospital of Cephallonia requiring a 
written verification of Theodore Stephanou being registered in the hospital’s logs.

12 May 2003: Letter to the Minister of Interior, requesting information on disciplinary action against the Mayor of Aspropyrgos, concerning both the illegal demolition of houses 
belonging to Roma families in 2000 as well as the non-account by the Mayor of 
Aspropyrgos of a fund of 10,000,000 drs (approx 29,500 Euros) in 1999, granted with 
the express objective of ameliorating the living conditions of the local Roma 
community. (pr.no.: 3336/14-5-2003, related to GO letter 3326/03/2.1/6-3-2003), (cc: GO)
14 June 2003: Letter to the Minister of Justice concerning the case of Olga Borysenko, a rape/forced prostitution victim, congratulating him on his decision to order the Supreme Court Prosecutor to file a motion of cassation against an erroneous court’s decision, which, among others, had not invited Olga Borysenko to testify. In the letter, GHM also urged the Minister to take all other necessary measures, so as to encourage other forced prostitution/rape victims to come forward. Finally, GHM called for the state to contribute towards the legal fees, which will be considerable. (cc: GO, Greek Prime Minister, Minister for the Interior (MI), MPO, the Supreme Court Prosecutor, the General Secretary of Equality, the Director of the General Secretariat for Equality and Euro MP, Ms Anna Karamanou)
17 June 2003: Letter of Olga B. to the Minister of Justice by thanking him for his intervention in favor of motion for cassation. Need for effective protection of witnesses and punishment of those responsible. (pr.no.: 2095/17-6-2003)
19 July 2003: Letter to the Minister of Justice on a case of trafficking victims and forced 
prostitution, mentioned in IOS-Eleftherotypia, emphasizing points that demonstrate the unwillingness of the authorities to see such cases reaching the courts, 
and have the perpetrators, amongst them policemen, punished. (pr.no.: 2701/29-7-2003)
23 July 2003: Letter to the Minister of Justice by ERRC and GHM on the trial of the case in Riganokampos. (pr.no.: 2706/31-7-2003)
27 July 2003: Letter to the deputy Minister of Health and Welfare on the answer of the center of social support of persons with special needs (KEKYKAMEA) in the Cephallinia prefecture regarding the needs of 9 Roma. (pr.no.: 209/29-7-2003), (cc: Quality of Life office of the PM, KEKYKAMEA)

28 July 2003: Letter to the Minister of Merchant Marine about the illegality of mentioning names of arrested persons in the press releases. (cc: GO), [pr.nos.: 2483/29-7-2003 (MMM), 13056/29-7-2003 (GO)]
30 July 2003: Letter to the general director of the Ministry of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization requesting information on Roma. (pr.no.: 35081/5-8-2003, related to GO letter 9448/03), [cc: GO, Maria Damanaki (MP), Makis Nodaros]

22 August 2003: Urgent report to the Minister of Health and Welfare on asylum seekers. (cc: MPO, GO, Rhodes EL.AS., UNCHR, Greek Refugee Council)

24 August 2003: Letter of the Minister of Justice appealing for the application of the relevant 
legislation in the case of minor asylum seekers detained for 100 days. (pr.no.: 2897/25-8-2003, related to GO letter 12172/15-7-2003), (cc: GO, UNHCR, Greek Refugee Council)
12 September 2003: Urgent letter to the general director of the Ministry of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization requesting information on Roma. (pr.no.: 41247)

13 September 2003: Urgent appeal to the Minister of Justice and the Deputy Ombudsman for children on the protection of children suspects. [pr.no.: 3135/15-9-2003 (MJ)], (cc: Minister of PO, National Radio and Television Council)

16 September 2003: Letter to the general director of the Ministry of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization on Spata Roma. 

27 September 2003: Letter to the Minister of Justice on response of Rhodes prosecuting 
authorities in the case of the minor asylum seekers detained illegally. (pr.no.: 3352/29-9-2003, related to GO letter 12172/15-7-2003), (cc: GO, UNHCR, Greek Refugee Council)
27 September 2003: Letter to the general director of the Ministry of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization on loans for Roma in the prefecture of Ilia. 

30 September 2003: Letter to the Minister of Education requesting data on Roma education. 

1 October 2003: Letter to the Minster of Merchant Marine for the impunity of port police officers involved in the incident of reported ill treatment of migrants detainees that had escaped during their arrest in the area of a school. In the letter, amongst other 
inaccuracies in the investigation, it is also emphasized that not all witness were called 
to testify and that despite the reports made by the teachers in an interview with GHM, 
the conclusion of the investigation accepts that there were no students in the area at 
the time of the incident. (pr.no.: 3218/2-10-2003), (cc: GO, related to GO letter 14182.4/02/25-7-2003)
8 October 2003: Letter to Minister of Justice denouncing the fact that the trafficking victim 
Olga B. was not called during the examination of the application of cassation of the 
first instance decision acquitting her reported rapist, by the Supreme Court. (pr.no.: 3511/9-10-2003)
23 October 2003: Letter to the Minister of Justice, informing him of relevant appeals made by 
OMCT and GHM on 42 cases of ill treatment and death of Albanian citizens at the 
Greek-Albanian borders. (pr.no.: 3707/23-10-2003)
27 October 2003: Letter to Minister of Justice for the development of the case of trafficking victims, mentioned in IOS-Eleftherotypia, and the “criminal” negligence demonstrated by the authorities. 

28 October 2003: Letter to the Minister of Justice on the fact that still, almost a year after there has been no answer from the Ministry of Justice on the application made by Joseph Emeka Okeke, to have his judicial deportation order suspended as he is married to a Greek citizen. (pr.no.: 3756/29-10-2003), (cc: GO, related to GO case 15918/2002)
7 November 2003: Letter to the Minister of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization on funding for Roma. (pr.no.: 1373/11-11-2003)
8 November 2003: Letter to the Minister of Justice requesting the punishment of the judge officials responsible for the striking out of repeated crimes of trafficking.
5 iv) Complaint and other letters to Prosecutors 
2 January 2003: Press release sent to the prosecutors’ offices of the Supreme Court, Athens 
and Rhodes on: The first homeless people οf 2003, 9 asylum-seekers from Rhodes 
thrown out in the streets by the Hellenic Police headquarters with the coming of the 
New Year! Is this how the Greek EU presidency is going to handle the asylum-
seekers issue? [pr.nos.: 9/2-1-2003 (SC), 99/17-1-2003 (Rhodes p’s of.)]
10 January 2003: Letter to the Director of the First Instance Court prosecutor’s office 
requesting immediate indictment of the daily “Eleftherotypia” and “To Vima”, in 
order to avoid prescription due to delay. 

6 March 2003: Letter to the prosecutor’s office of the Navy Court of Piraeus requesting 
information on the actions taken concerning three case-files that the Ministry of 
Merchant Marine forwarded to the former. [pr.no.: 643/13-3-2003].

19 March 2003: Letter to the Supreme Court prosecutor’s office on major cases of ill 
treatment of foreigners and cover-up by EL.AS. and university psychiatrists. [pr.no.: 1279/20-3-2003].

24 May 2003: Letter to the Supreme Court Prosecutor, denouncing the fact that a trafficking 
and rape victim was not summoned to testify at the trial of her rapist and of those who 
were forcing her to prostitution victim. (pr.no.: 2157/26-5-2003)
12 June 2003: Letter to the Supreme Court Prosecutor concerning his decision not to file a motion of cassation against the acquittal of a police officer for the rape of a foreign 
national who maliciously had not been summoned to testify. The letter was notified 
to the Director of the General Secretariat for Equality and Euro MP, Ms Anna 
Karamanou. (pr.no.: 2463/12-6-2003)
1 July 2003: Memorandum to the Supreme Court on the proposition made by the prosecutor (no.: 294/28-5-03) for the issuing of a discharging ruling in the case of NEA newspaper for racist ads.
6 July 2003: Letter to the Athens Appeals Court requesting the designation of a lawyer who would submit cassation motion for the case of Wisam Hormez. (pr.no.: 6734/6-7-2003)
23 October 2003: Letter to the presiding judge of the First Instance Court prosecutor’s office in Argostoli on unwillingness of lawyers to represent a Rom, represented by GHM. (cc: Minister of Justice, Supreme Court Prosecutor’s office, Chairman of the Plenary of Greek Bar Associations, GO), (pr.no.: 544/23-10-2003) 

23 October 2003: Letter to the First Instance Court prosecutor’s office in Argostoli requesting due information regarding the case of a Rom, represented by GHM. (pr.no.: 1688/23-10-2003) 

29 October 2003: Letter to the deputy appeals prosecutor of Kozani on Greek-Albanian borders incidents. (pr.no.: 265/3-11-2003)

5 v) Letters to other authorities
10 January 2003: Letter to the Greek telecommunications organization (OTE) requesting disciplinary action. (pr.no.: 2730/13-1-2003)

11 January 2003: Letter to the Prime Minister on GHM’s interest in offering its help, among 
other Greek NGOs, in the newly reformed National Committee for Human Rights 
(EEDA). (pr.no.: O 58/15-1-2003)

2 February 2003: Complaint letter to the Prime Minister about the delay of confirmation of 
receipt of a 11/1/2003 letter. (pr.no.: O 203/4-2-2003)

6 February 2003: Letter to the director of the Macedonian News Agency on the false impression that GHM reactions followed governmental ones while they actually preceded them. 
11 February 2003: Letter to the director of the Athens Bar Association (DSA) on GHM exclusion from a DSA press conference. 

18 February 2003: Letter to the director of the daily newspaper ‘Eleftherotypia’ requesting the publication of the complete GHM letter to avoid misinterpretations.
18 February 2003: Letter to the director of ‘S Magazine’ requesting the publication of a GHM reply to a racist article. 
24 February 2003: Letter to Mr. Alvaro Gil-Robles, the Commission for Human Rights of the 
Council of Europe (CoE) and the members of the Committee for the Prevention of 
Torture (CPT), informing them on the detention facility of the General Police 
Directorate of Athens (GADA) that is till functioning, despite the assertion of the 
Greek Ministry of Public Order that it would be withdrawn from active service. 

6 April 2003: Letter to Mr. Alvaro Gil-Robles, Commissioner for Human Rights of the 
Council of Europe (CoE) by SOKADRE on Aspropyrgos’ Roma settlement lack of 
water and electricity, despite 2002 assurances of the Greek delegation to the CoE. 

16 April 2003: Letter to the 25th Athens Misdemeanor judge.
24 April 2003: Letter to the Greek consulate in Tirana (Albania) on the summons sent to 
Ferhat Çeka to testify to the preliminary investigation conducted by the prosecutor of 
the Thessaloniki military court on May 30th, 2003. (cc: prosecutor’s office-Military 
Court of Thessaloniki)
2 May 2003: Letter to the center of social support of persons with special needs (KEKYKAMEA) in the Cephallinia prefecture (Argostoli), listing the 9 relevant Roma.

11 May 2003: Second letter to the Greek consulate in Tirana (Albania) on the summons sent to Ferhat Çeka to testify. The second letter concerned information as to the dates the Greek Foreign Ministry dispatched the relevant summons to Mr. Çeka. (cc: Prosecutor’s office-Military Court of Thessaloniki, GO)
25 May 2003: Letter to the director of the daily newspaper ‘Eleftherotypia’ on police ill-treatment.  

25 May 2003: Letter to the director of the daily newspaper ‘Eleftherotypia’, commenting on an article on Sadam Hussein. 

28 May 2003: Letter to Greek television channel ‘Teletime’ requesting a copy of a program concerning the case of Olga B. 

15 June 2003: Reply letter to a reader of a GHM press release regarding the case of Olga B.

26 June 2003: GHM appeal to the media for financial support to cover Olga B.’s legal expenses. 

2 July 2003: Letter to Piraeus customs office on the inappropriate tax fees on packages containing reports to be distributed for free. (cc: GO, ELTA (Hellenic Post) in Glyka Nera)

9 July 2003: Letter to Ukrainian embassy on Olga’s passport.

14 July: Letter to the Greek committee of telecommunications (EET) on the Greek telecommunications organization (OTE) and isdn modem. (pr.no.: 15510/16-7-2003)
25 July 2003: Letter to ELTA (Hellenic Post) in Glyka Nera demanding further fees for keeping packages for a longer period till they were picked up. 
25 July 2003: Letter-application to the Pedagogical Institute concerning the examination by the Institute of education material produced under the University of Ioannina’s “Education of Gypsychildren Program” (pr.no.: 8548/28-7-2003) 

30 July 2003: Letter to the Director of the Athens Bar Association (DSA) on Wisam Hormez. 

30 July 2003: Letter to the Director of the Athens Bar Association (DSA) requesting free access to the DSA databank. 

25 September 2003: Letter to the Prime Minister denouncing the fact that in the 122nd klm of 
the highway Korinthos-Tripoli, in a predominant spot and with big signs, there is the 
neo-Nazi graffiti saying “Juden Raus” (Jews out!) and the classic neo-Nazi symbols 
of the Celtic cross and that of «88!». It is also added that a further down the road it 
is written “Foreigners out!” signed by Chrysi Avghi. It is submitted that the local 
authorities and other members of the government that originate from that part of 
Greece and it is very unlikely they would have missed it on their way, should react 
and erase the signs. (pr.no.: K 7281/30-9-2003)
30 September 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman and ELTA (Hellenic Post) on lack of receipt for registered letters. (pr.no. 16591/1-10-2003, related to GO letter 12922/28-7-03)

13 October 2003: Letter to the Nigerian Embassy on the case of the Nigerian citizen Ogboghodo, against whom an administrative deportation order has been issued illegally.

4 November 2003: Letter to the director of daily newspaper ‘Avghi’ regarding loans for Roma. 

6 November 2003: Letter to the Greek consulate in Albania requesting to provide Çelnicu’s sister with a permit so as to attend two trials for the murder of her brother by a Greek policeman (I. Rizopoulos) in Greece.

7 November 2003: Letter to the Institute of Education of Repatriates of Greek Ethnic Origin and of Intercultural Education (IPODE), requesting information on Roma school attendance. (cc: GO, Special Secretariat of the Ministry of Education), [pr.nos.: 1891/7-11-2003 (IPODE), 19226/7-11-2003 (GO)]
8 November 2003: Letter to the director of the daily newspaper ‘Eleftherotypia’ on women’s organizations and prostitution.

8 November 2003: Letter to the director of the daily newspaper ‘Avghi’ on women’s organizations and prostitution.

9 November 2003: Letter to the Bar Association in Kefallinia. (cc: Ministry of Justice, Supreme Court prosecutor’s office, Chairman of the Plenary of Greek Bar Associations, Director of the First Instance Court in Argostoli, GO), (pr.no.: 581/10-11-2003)

18 November 2003: Letter to the 14th Athens Misdemeanor judge. 

8 December 2003: Letter to the president of the Greek parliament on: “The UN considers only forced prostitution to be a form of violence against women and not prostitution in general.” (cc: PM, Deputy Minister of MI)

27 December 2003: Letter to IOS-Eleftherotypia on the people that died from police gunfire.

6. Reports

(They can all be found in the web site http://www.greekhelsinki.gr)

- Romanian Community in Athens (March 2003)

- Greece: Violations of Asylum Seekers’ Rights 2001-2003
 
http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/organizations/ghm/ghm_08_03_03.doc 
- Greece: Cleaning Operations: Excluding Roma in Greece (Country Report on Roma in Greece), ERRC/GHM, April 2003, available at
http://www.greekhelsinki.gr/bhr/english/organizations/ghm/greeceE_2003.rtf

- Anti-Semitism in Greece: Recent Developments, International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights and Greek Helsinki Monitor presented to the OSCE June 16, 2003 http://www.osce.org/documents/sg/2003/06/259_en.pdf 

- Twenty Months Of Antisemitic Invective In Greece: March 2002 – October 2003 submitted to the OSCE in 2003 (with Simon Wiesenthal Center) http://www.wiesenthal.com/social/press/pr_item.cfm?ItemId=8328 

- GHM Litigation on Greece’s Anti-Racist Legislation submitted to the OSCE in 2003 (with IHF) http://www.ihf-hr.org/documents/doc_summary.php?sec_id=3&d_id=3685 

- Torture and other forms of ill-treatment in Greece in 2003 - The situation of women, Roma and aliens, submitted to the EU Network of Independent Experts in Fundamental Rights in 2003 by OMCT/GHM
http://www.omct.org/base.cfm?page=article&num=3722&consol=close&kwrd=OMCT&cfid=835466&cftoken=36198769
- Compilation of Documents on Greece (2002-3) by Participating Inter-Governmental and Non-Governmental Organizations: Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights, Council of Europe; United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees – Athens; European Roma Rights Center (separate report on Greece); International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights; World Organization Against Torture; International Press Institute/South East Europe Media Organization; Minority Rights Group International (Campaign to Promote the Ratification of the Framework Convention on National Minorities in Greece, material prepared by Minority Rights Group-Greece)













E-mail: office@greekhelsinki.gr
Internet Addresses: Balkan Human Rights Web Pages: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr
The Balkan Human Rights List:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/balkanhr
The Greek Human Rights List: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/greekhr
Center of Documentation and Information on Minorities in Europe – Southeast Europe: http://www.cedime.net
GHM Board: Panayote Dimitras, Orestis Georgiadis, Dimitrina Petrova, Alan Phillips, Gregory Vallianatos. 

International Advisory Committee: Savvas Agouridis, Teuta Arifi, Ivo Banac, Vladimir Bilandzic, Marcel Courthiade, Loring Danforth, Fernand de Varennes, Victor-Yves Ghebali, Henri Giordan, Krassimir Kanev, Will Kymlicka, Magda Opalski, Theodore S. Orlin, Dimitrina Petrova, Alan Phillips, Aaron Rhodes, Vladimir Solonari, Patrick Thornberry, Stefan Troebst, Boris Tsilevich, Tibor Varady, Marc Weller. 

Affiliation to International Organizations: Consortium of Minority Resources (COMIR), Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN), European Roma Rights Center (ERRC), International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX), International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), Minority Rights Group International (MRGI), One World Net, South East Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO), World Organization Against Torture (OMCT).
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