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Presentation of GHM Activities
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A. Summary Presentation

For the needs of the DREAM Equal Program (see below), launched in July 2002, in which GHM is a partner, an itemized report (in Greek) of beneficiaries and actions for them was produced for the period July–December 2002. It shows that, in that six-month period, 277 individuals (38 migrants detainees, 23 other migrants, 76 asylum seekers detainees, 14 other asylum seekers, 2 foreigners visiting Greece, 2 persons in prison, 37 non-Roma victims of law enforcement officers violence, 2 homosexuals, and 83 Roma) and 40 Roma communities with an estimated population of 22,000 benefited from various GHM actions, in addition to many general reports and the coverage of other general issues (see below). 

During 2002, 26 persons contributed to GHM’s work: 4 full-time, 10 part-time, 4 lawyers, 5 volunteers or interns plus three Board members not included in the categories above. In the beginning of 2003, three new interns were added.     

1. Minorities

A GHM report on “Minorities and the Media in Greece” was commissioned by and published in Mercator Media Forum. In association with MRG-G, a document was published with the proceedings of the March 2001 conference on minorities in the Balkans, as well as the material of the campaign for ratification of the FCNM that culminated with a public appeal in December 2001. 

Substantial sections of the thematic reports to the UN Treaty Bodies (CRC, CEDAW, CESCR) and of the statement and the presentation to the US Congress Helsinki Commission’s hearing on human rights in Greece dealt with minorities. 

Moreover, GHM has translated into English and published in both Greek and English the Greek Ombudsman’s report on the non-registration of the “Home of Macedonian Civilization,” calling for sanctions against the local Bar Association that refused to appoint a lawyer. The Ombudsman had dealt with the issue through a series of complaints that GHM filed for the “Home;” the submission of the report to the Minister of Justice led to a prompt reversal of the situation, and the appointment of a lawyer. Regrettably, the “Home” refused the appointed lawyer and did not proceed with its registration.

Finally, a series of comprehensive reports about minorities in Greece were published in 2002 (Anti-Semitism in Greece, Religious Freedom in Greece, Catholics of Greece, Jehovah’s Witnesses of Greece, and Albanians of Macedonia) or are forthcoming in 2003 (Roma of Greece –joint report with ERRC, and Macedonians in Greece).

2. Web Site http://www.greekhelsinki.gr 
GHM continues maintaining an English and Greek language website, and two corresponding listserves (of approximately 1,500 and 300 subscribers respectively receiving each an average of 5 and 3 messages daily). The traffic statistics continue showing a growing readership: from 9,895 hits per average day in January 2002, it reached a high 12,609 in May and was at 12,145 hits in January 2003. 

According to the Alexa Certified Site Stats that ranks according to traffic millions of existing websites (http://info.alexa.com/), GHM’s site’s rank was 143,517 in January 2002 and 68,409 in January 2003. 

3. Roma Rights
January: A meeting with the municipality of Aghia Paraskevi took place to help resolve the issue of housing for the Aghia Paraskevi settlement of Pefkakia with ten Roma families. Representatives of the Romani community of Aspropyrgos (Attica), Aghia Sofia and Dendropotamos (Thessaloniki) attended for the first time an IRU meeting in Sofia. GHM had helped arrange this representation. Several visits took place to Roma settlements of Athens to discuss various issues of concern to their communities and to agree on how they should be approached (Aghia Paraskevi, Aspropyrgos, Zephyri, Spata, Halandri and Olympic Stadium). Also, GHM visited Roma settlements in Thessaloniki, in Aghia Sofia Gonos and Halastra. The issues discussed in all the communities revolved around the problems: housing, electricity and water supply, transportation, registration of children to schools, employment. On January 28, police raided the Romani settlement of Aspropyrgos in search of drugs. 

February: GHM offered legal representation to Aspropyrgos Roma (see below). During the January raid, police used excessive violence: in one case, a young Roma woman two and a half months pregnant who after she was pushed and kicked started bleeding and eventually lost her baby. GHM took her to the hospital and filed the appropriate legal complaints (see below). She turned out to be one of the many undocumented Roma living in Greece, unable to receive maternity and child benefits: the state was unmoved by her plight; a very difficult and time consuming procedure to register her and her children has been launched. GHM monitored human rights violations against the Roma, like the burning of a whole Roma settlement in Pyrgos after pressure by the local community which wanted the Roma relocated, or the refusal of Mayor to register Roma in their Municipality (Nea Kios) etc.

March: GHM visited a Roma settlement in Nafplio and supported a demonstration in front of the Prefecture, asking for immediate implementation of the various programs that the Greek state has announced but none of which has materialized yet. Information was provided on the state of Education of the Roma throughout Greece to the Education Department of the University of Patras that is drafting a proposal for an education program on Romani schoolchildren. Visit to the Mesolonghi Roma settlement in Western Greece. Talks with the residents of that settlement which has prefabricated small homes provided by the state. Nevertheless, several problems continue to persist and an exchange took place to plan for the future. Visit to Pyrgos, Western Peloponnese, where the arson attack had taken place in February. Though no one was injured the houses and the belongings of the Roma were entirely destroyed. A complaint was submitted by GHM on behalf of representatives of the Riganokambos settlement in Patra over a racist protest published in the local media against the Roma (see below). 

April: GHM had a meeting with Mr. Theodosopoulos, a public official working at the Ministry of the Interior that is in overall responsible for the supervision of the latest (May 2001) Government Program on the Social Integration of the Roma. It presented all the problems raised by the Roma communities in the SOKADRE network established by GHM and MRG-G in 2001, and it made a strong case concerning the problems with the communities that were relocated and that in many instances do not even have running water or electricity. The government representative admitted that some flaws existed but he argued that they will be or that they have been addressed. In the future, he promised relocation will run more smoothly. GHM monitored the trial of a police officer who killed a Rom in 1996, during a road check, and provided legal representation to the relatives of the deceased who were stood up by their lawyer in the court house (see below). 

May: GHM made a number of visits to some old settlements in Patra (Riganokambos) in particular. Discussions took place concerning the possibility of relocation of the Roma living there. The University of Patras is interested in participating along with GHM & MRG-G in the implementation of a program to provide health facilities and education for the Roma. A mission took place in the Roma settlements in the prefectures of Arcadia, Laconia, and the Kalamata area in Peloponnese. More precisely GHM visited Sparti and Tripoli and had meetings with the presidents of the local Roma associations, to whom a “mini-seminar” was delivered about their rights and how to advocate and safeguard them and documents were distributed to them. Like in the rest of Peloponnese, and in the greatest part of Greece where one encounters tent-dwelling Roma, in Sparti and Tripoli Roma live in appalling conditions. Most of them are either unemployed or can only find temporary jobs, mostly menial jobs. Their children tend to drop out of school from the first years of the elementary education, and police brutality once again was big concern for the Roma there as well. Numerous instances of police brutality were reported. In Kalamata, though things have been relatively calm, the issue of relocation remains a major problem. Roma consider the land that the Municipality of Kalamata wants to use to relocate them inappropriate since there are many irrigation channels there and it is not suitable for habitation. The Municipality however has not taken account of the Roma community’s objections and it wants to go ahead with its own plans. The community is now concerned about ways to prevent the implementation of this relocation project since it will lead according to them to another “model settlement” which will have serious flaws and will not lead to any real solutions concerning respectable conditions of life for the Roma.

June: GHM accompanied Mr. Alvaro Gil-Robles, CoE’s Commissioner for Human Rights, in his visit to Roma settlements in Greater Athens under eviction due to their being on land where infrastructure work for the 2004 Olympics is planned [i.e. Marousi (Olympic Stadium), Aghia Paraskevi, Halandri and Aspropyrgos]. There was a fact-finding visit to the island of Rhodes. As elsewhere the same problems were encountered: appalling living conditions, tense relations with the police, indifference on the part of the local authorities for addressing their most rudimentary problems. Also on June a fact-finding mission took place in the island of Crete. There were meetings with previous contacts in Nea Alikarnassos, and establishment of contacts with some other Romani communities in other areas of the island. 

July: Two cases of police violence in Zefyri and inappropriate police action in a raid on Aspropyrgos were reported to GHM which has written to police authorities asking for their investigation. Also in July, there was a fact-finding mission to Roma settlements in the prefectures of Boetia and Fthiotida, with similar problems registered.
August - September: GHM/MRG-G continued visiting Roma settlements in various localities in Greece, such as in the Evoia island. In addition, a GHM/MRG-G delegation organized and undertook a month-long fact finding tour to Roma settlements in Central and Northern Greece. An extensive account of this fact-finding mission has been prepared. In September the Greek translation of Roma/Gypsies: A European Minority by Jean-Pierre Liégeois and Nicolae Gheorghe (MRGI publication) was published with the addition of a supplement on the Roma of Greece prepared by MRG-G & GHM. There was also the publication of the joint AI/IHF Report on “Greece: In the shadow of impunity; ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms” The latter contains many references to cases where the victims were of Romani ethnic origin. These two publications combined address a long-standing demand for the existence of “ground texts” portraying the situation (from a human rights perspective) of the Romani community in Greece.

October: GHM invited Ms Songul Hasan to Athens. Ms. Hasan is a Muslim Romni that, amongst other things, fell victim to the anachronistic provisions of the Muslim Law (Saría) that is still being applied in Western Thrace. GHM intended to help in every possible way Ms Hasan to settle in Athens so that it could challenge the legal jurisdiction of the Muftis. Nevertheless, Ms. Hasan succumbed to pressures form her family environment and soon departed for Western Thrace. GHM asked the candidates in the Athens prefectural elections to address the housing and related problems the Romani communities of Athens face, as described in two letters of the Greek Ombudsman to the competent authorities: both letters, as well as GHM’s appeal to the candidates, remained unanswered…. GHM followed up the Argostoli ill-treatment case and submitted pertinent memorandums to the Ombudsman and registered yet another case of police brutality. Moreover, GHM carried a fact finding mission in the Prefecture of Ilia, with a view to following up the case of the arson of a Romani settlement in February 2002 and the alleged delivery of prefabricated houses intended for Roma to non-Romani individuals.

November: GHM and MRG-G testified in a preliminary investigation of a case of racism against Roma in Patras (see below) where they assist local Romni who have pressed charges. They also helped one of the Romni to register her children correctly in the city registrar and with the Welfare Service; experience gained will be useful in other cases as well since this is a problem affecting many Roma. One monitor attended the ERRC Monitors Seminar held in Budapest, Hungary.

December: GHM addressed a number of complaints to the Ombudsman’s Office, as well as submitted a number of memoranda concerning cases for which the Ombudsman had declared his intention to put to the archives. In addition, GHM prepared a series of letter to competent public officials, asking to be informed of the status of the ongoing Government Programme on the Roma. 

January-December: Considerable time was devoted to the drafting and editing of two reports on Roma, one published in September with MRG-G and the other to be published in 2003 with ERRC, as well as to the contribution in the writing and editing of the eleven snapshots and one article in issues 1, 2 and 3-4 of 2002 of “Roma Rights.” Moreover, extensive research was carried out to document the various legal cases related to Roma (see below). While GHM Roma monitors contributed material to the reports to CRC, CEDAW, and CESCR as well as the joint report with AI and IHF on ill-treatment.

4. Lobbying at the UN
In 2002, Greece has been reviewed by CRC (January), CEDAW (August) and CESCR (December). Another review by CAT has been scheduled for November 2003, while the CESCR review will be completed in May 2004. GHM submitted to all these bodies parallel reports (often with multiple addenda) co-authored with other Greek and/or international NGOs. Besides, it was present in all related sessions and organized formal or had informal briefings of experts. 

GHM –along with MRG-G- has submitted additional material to the initial parallel report of August 2001 to the CRC and lobbied CRC members during the January session. CRC’s 19-page long concluding observations and recommendations –one of the longest ever for that committee-, addressed most issues raised by GHM. GHM has since tried to disseminate this CRC document in Greece, in a background where all other related NGOs, state and university institutions, and even UN experts participating to special public meetings do not distribute the document, and usually do not refer to it or refer to a selection of mildly critical points (and certainly not the ones on minorities). 

GHM submitted to CEDAW two reports, one on violence against women jointly with OMCT, and one on other gender discrimination issues jointly with MRG-G, and lobbied CEDAW members in the August session. The CEDAW recommendations on Greece followed many of the points raised by GHM. GHM jointly with MRG-G submitted an extensive report to the CESCR, and was made a presentation in the CESCR Pre-Session on (inter alia) Greece in December. In all three UN expert bodies’ sessions, GHM was the only Greek NGO present. 

5. Work on Migrants and Refugees 

In 2002, GHM continued working systematically on the rights of immigrants, the country’s largest –though diverse- “minority” (over one million persons). Two main areas of concern were the legalization of undocumented immigrants and the usually illegal and regularly inhuman detention of immigrants and asylum seekers. With the help of the Ombudsman but also of substantial –occasionally front page or nightly TV news- media exposure, Greek authorities were obliged to become more respectful of foreigners’ rights. During the amendments to the immigration legislation, GHM lobbied some parliamentarians and thus contributed to the introduction of some liberal amendments that helped thousands of migrants under legalization. 

In the area of detention conditions, GHM continued visits to places of detention, and has been regularly receiving phone calls form detainees who ask for assistance. The prevailing conditions are well described in the appeal prepared by GHM and signed by 45 NGOs meeting in Athens:

45 RIGHTS GROUPS FROM 21 EURO-MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES DECRY FREQUENT AND GRAVE VIOLATIONS OF FOREIGN DETAINEES’ RIGHTS IN GREECE

Athens, 15 June 2002. The undersigned NGOs, meeting in Athens between 13-15 June, 2002 in the framework of the General Assembly of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN), and after having been informed on the situation of migrants and refugees in Greece, would like to express their great concern about the frequent and grave violations of the rights of thousands of foreigners who arrive or live in Greece as (potential) asylum seekers or (un)documented migrants and are detained pending judicial or administrative deportation.

Greek NGOs have documented an almost systematic absence of competent translators during examination by law enforcement officials or in court. Moreover, the Greek authorities frequently fail to inform foreigners of their rights, refuse them asylum application forms or even provide misleading information. Undocumented migrants or asylum seekers have often been tried without benefit of legal counsel, and sentenced to imprisonment or deportation after trials lasting only a few minutes. Detention conditions are in many cases degrading and inhumane, and access to lawyers and NGOs has been severely and arbitrarily limited. When authorized representatives of detainees have requested the full documentation for their cases, this has been denied by the authorities, on the grounds that this might hinder efforts to deport them. 

We welcome last week’s statement by the Council of Europe’s Commissioner for Human Rights, Alvaro Gil-Robles, that “Greece should not forget that deportees are human beings, too”; and we appeal to the Greek authorities to radically revise their treatment of foreigners under arrest, detention, trial or deportation. We also call upon all inter-governmental organizations (UN, OSCE, CoE, EU) to use all of their mechanisms (expert committees, special rapporteurs, commissioners, etc.) to review this situation regularly and to urge Greece to honor its human rights commitments, in this as well as in many other areas. They should review Greece’s record and judge it according to universal international standards, which protect the rights of detainees, the right to fair trial and the rights of refugees. 
NGOs Signing the Appeal

International NGOs

Amnesty International (AI)

Article 19

Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN)

Fédération Internationale des Ligues de Droits de l’ Homme (FIDH)

Human Rights Watch (HRW)

International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF)

Organization Mondiale Contre la Torture (OMCT)

Greek NGOs

Greek Committee for International Democratic Solidarity (EEDDA)

Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM)

Other National NGOs

Al Urdun Al Jaded Research Center (Jordan)

Arab Association for Human Rights (Israel)

Arab Organisation for Human Rights in the UK

Association Démocratique des Femmes de Maroc

B’ Tselem (Israel)

Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (Egypt)

Center for Media Freedom, Middle East and North Africa (UK)

Collectif 95 “Magreb Egalité” (Algeria/Morocco/Tunisia)

Comite pour le Respect des Libertés et des Droits de l’ Homme en Tunisie (France)

Committee for Defense of Human Rights (Syria)

Conseil National pour les Libertés en Tunisie

Danish Center for Human Rights

80:20 Education and Acting for a Better World (Ireland) 

Espace Associatif (Morocco)

Fédération des Tunisiens pour une Citoyenneté des Deux Rives (France)

Foundation for Human and Humanitarian Rights (Lebanon)

Foundation Réne Moawad (Lebanon)

Human Rights Association (Turkey)

Institut Arabe des Droits de l’Homme (Tunisia)

Intercenter (Italy)

International Association for Human Rights in Cyprus 

Italian Refugee Council 

Italian Helsinki Committee

LAW Palestinian Society for the Protection of Human Rights and the Environment

Libyan League for Human Rights

Ligue Algérienne des Droits de l’Homme

Ligue Algérienne pour la Defense des Droits de l’ Homme

Ligue des Droits de l’ Homme (France)

Ligue Tunisienne des Droits de l’Homme

Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies (Malta)

Norwegian Council for the Rights of Kurdish People

Norwegian Helsinki Committee 

Organisation Marocaine des Droits Humains

Rights and Freedoms Association (Cyprus)

Soutien aux Libanais Détenus Arbitrairement (France/Lebanon)

Swedish Refugee Council

Also, GHM, in one case, visited detention places along with two Norwegian NGOs, NOAS and the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, which were investigating the fate of–mostly Chechens- Dublin Convention asylum seekers sent to Greece from Norway, and forced to forego their asylum demands by Greek police. The result of that mission was a NOAS/NHC report that led to Norway stop sending a great number of such asylum seekers to Greece, while those that were eventually sent after the mission, were released soon after their arrival having been granted the identity card of the asylum seeker. Still though there have been cases where the asylum seekers were left unaccompanied when they were in a vulnerable state whereas the Greek Ombudsman is investigating the problem. 

A related issue is certainly the refusal of authorities to give asylum application forms to those aliens who have just entered Greece illegally and are requesting them in the detention facilities. GHM has helped ten individuals file such requests and/or file appeals against the rejection of the initial applications. At the same time, GHM has won in court the release of two Iraqi Kurds on the argument that they could not be expelled to Iraq because of the embargo, even if they were returned to Turkey where they came from. 

On the other hand, GHM has documented extensive rights violations of alien detainees (see above) and has asked for investigations of severe cases of ill-treatment or has asked for the files of over a score of such detainees who have authorized GHM to represent them, to be able to best document these violations. Hellenic Police has in most cases refused access to the files, even though the Greek Ombudsman has pointed out their obligation to hand copies of their content to GHM. Moreover, police has being preventing GHM from visiting detention facilities, after the revelations of the extensive violations. Again, the Greek Ombudsman, following GHM complaints, published a memorandum on the issue encouraging police cooperation with NGOs, which was nevertheless met with police silence.

All related material has been submitted to CPT that was reviewing Greece’s record. The CPT’s report, released in October, reflected the widespread violations reported by GHM. CPT mentioned more concerns than ever, including remarks about the racist attitude of policemen and the negative role of many lawyers that discourage aliens from filing complaints for ill-treatment. GHM believes that this is the result of more violations being reported, mostly by GHM, rather than of detention conditions and ill-treatment being worse today than ten years ago, although GHM reported two cases of electric shocks by stunt guns, not reported for over ten years. GHM has presented the CPT report to the Greek media and has pointed out inaccuracies in the state answers.

The same material has been presented to the Council of Europe’s Commissioner for Human Rights during his June 2002 visit to Greece. While GHM migrant monitors contributed material to the reports to CRC, CEDAW, and CESCR as well as the joint report with AI and IHF on ill-treatment, which has required extensive research to find as many of court files and other official documents as possible.

In late December 2002 and early January 2003, GHM has helped 42 aliens mainly from Iran and Afghanistan and some from Irak, all asylum seekers, detained illegally in Rhodes, to be released, as they had been detained past the three-month upper limit. Public denunciation of the incident led to the police releasing them and prevented the illegal detention of other aliens. It also prompted an in situ mission and inspection by the Greek Ombudsman. GHM also reported to the Ombudsman denial of the police authorities in Volos to issue identity cards of an asylum seeker to 31 applicants.

Moreover, GHM has helped represent before the Data Protection Authority two foreign citizens who have been placed in the Schengen list for apparently inappropriate reasons. In a related small project, GHM wrote a detailed analysis of the legal framework on children rights, in particular those concerning alien children trafficked in Greece. This work was commissioned by the international NGO “Terre des Hommes,” working on the repatriation of Albanian children, and was included in its report released in December 2002. 

6. Other Issues or Projects
Following the arrest of more than a dozen persons suspected for or having confessed their participation to the terrorist organization “17 November” operating in Greece since 1975, GHM has issued a series of releases highlighting a number of concerns for the rights of detainees. In one case, Hellenic Police changed the wording of its releases on them to respect the presumption of innocence, following a letter of GHM to its Chief. 

GHM is participating alongside other NGOs and state agencies in an EU-financed “Equal” project called “DREAM” (Discrimination, Race, Equality, And Media). The effective launching of the program was in October 2002. 

GHM is participating in the “Olympic Education” program “Ban of Social Exclusion and Racist Discrimination - Multiculturalism” launched by the Greek state. In this context, it will provide the 5th Primary school of Aspropyrgos –with many Romani children- with material and help on minority issues and discrimination, based on its long-term activity, research and publications. 

GHM, being a member of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network, is taking active part in its Human Rights Education Workshop that has already an agenda for 2003, including the running of a summer school. It also helped host the EMHRN General Assembly in Athens (June 2002), while it represents the EMHRN in a preparatory committee of the Greek EU Presidency (January-June 2003) that may organize a Euro-Mediterranean civic forum.

Finally, GHM was invited and participated in the EU Human Rights Forum, organized in December 2002, by the Danish Presidency in Copenhagen. 

7. Judicial Litigation

GHM has noticed over the years that the most disadvantaged groups in Greek society (Roma and immigrants) often lack the means to have a lawyer capable and willing to defend their rights in court. This contributes to the widespread impunity of law enforcement officials or to an increased probability that persons from these groups would end up in prison under circumstances that would not have led to similar result for majority Greeks. GHM has therefore decided to take up the cases of a select number of such persons, in cooperation with good and sensitive lawyers. In a couple of cases, where the guilt of the Roma concerned was not in doubt, GHM’s participation was meant to secure their fair treatment, obtain valuable documentation on police procedures during operations against Roma, and help build confidence in Roma communities with which it cooperates regularly and has major related litigation cases with clear human rights dimensions. Also, GHM launched a campaign against racist content in mainstream newspapers and initiated cases to implement the ant-racist law never used before. The related list follows (in some of these cases, there was ERRC funding):

1. Two young Roma ill-treated in 1998 in Mesolonghi by police; the perpetrator was acquitted in 2001; the case has been taken by ERRC and GHM to the ECHR in April 2002, with a supplementary submission in July 2002 (Ref. No 15250/02).

2. A young Albanian, Vata Safet, was sentenced to life in 2000, after a short trial for a horrendous murder he had never committed and no witness had identified him in court as the perpetrator: he was just a convenient scapegoat for an unsolved murder. After Vata spent two years in prison, GHM’s lawyer succeeded in acquitting him in January 2002, while a lawsuit for compensation has been filed: the latter has yet to be heard in court. 

3. GHM along with other NGOs and prominent citizens filed a complaint report in June 2000, for a series of events showing hatred against Roma by the non-Roma residents and the authorities of Nea Kios, in May-June 2000: some legal aspects were confirmed then by the Greek Ombudsman. Following a GHM letter to the Minister of Justice and a GHM press release, the prosecutor  launched a preliminary investigation two years later, in mid-2002. 

4. Seven Roma families whose homes were destroyed in an illegal eviction, in July 2000, by the Mayor of Aspropyrgos filed through GHM and with ERRC support a lawsuit against, and constituted themselves civil claimants in the criminal prosecution of, the Mayor, following an incriminating report by the Ombudsman on the basis of GHM complaints; first hearings in October 2002 (administrative court case numbers: 2387/2002, 4058/2002, 4056/2002, 2385/2002, 2392/2002, 2390/2002, 2386/2002). The mayor has also been criminally indicted (ΕΓ 9-01/4). 
5. The relatives of a young Rom shot dead in October 2001, during a police control near Athens, constituted themselves civil claimants through GHM and ERRC (case number ΕΓ 149-02/55); the indictment chamber ruled in October 2002 that the perpetrator be tried for premeditated murder (ruling number 4712/2002). The internal police inquiry has led to a decision of his dismissal from service. Both rulings were appealed by the defendant. A lawsuit for compensation was filed (administrative court case number: 7486/2002). 

6. The relatives of a young Albanian shot dead in November 2001, during a police control in Athens constituted themselves civil claimants through GHM (case number ΕΓ 155-02/55); the indictment chamber ruled in October 2002 that the perpetrator be tried for involuntary manslaughter (ruling number 4652/2002). The internal police inquiry has not been completed by January 2003. A lawsuit for compensation was filed (administrative court case number: 9287/2002).

7. GHM provided free legal representation to the relatives of a Rom who was shot dead by a policeman during a road check in 1996, in Central Greece, and who, on 17 April 2002, went to the policeman’s trial without their lawyer showing up and thus risking not to be able to participate in the trial as civil claimants; the court convicted the policeman for involuntary manslaughter to a suspended two-year prison term. The appeal will be heard on 3 March 2003 (ΕΓ 1-2001/191). 
8. A Rom child ill-treated by police in Cephallonia in mid 2001 filed a criminal complaint though GHM; the police internal investigation concluded that there was no wrong doing, partially distorting facts and statements; GHM has requested the related file. On the contrary, the prosecutor indicted in June 2002 three policemen (A01/2797).

9. Two Roma persons from the destitute Aspropyrgos community arrested during a police raid were represented by GHM lawyers during their arraignment in early 2002 on minor drug charges; there were many improprieties during the raid reported to the Ombudsman as well. The Roma were set free without bail. 

10. One pregnant Romni from the same community who was kicked by policemen in the same early 2002 raid and end up losing her fetus filed suit through GHM; police and court investigations are proceeding at very slow pace (Δ2002/406).

11. Two Roma persons from Zefyri during their trial for resisting police arrest in late 2001 were provided legal representation by GHM. 

12. A young Muslim Romani mother in Komotini almost died in 1999 at the hands of a private gynecologist and had to undergo a hysterectomy. A lawsuit and a criminal complaint against the doctor have been filed by GHM; the case was handled in a remarkably unfair way to quash charges, with the at least tacit collusion of the local lawyer appointed to represent the victim, as required by law. GHM had to drop the case in such circumstances.

13. An undocumented immigrant detained for 12 months, through July 2001, in inadequate Greater Athens police detention centers while awaiting deportation filed a lawsuit for compensation through GHM; the case was heard on 29 January 2003 (administrative court case number: 7423/2002).

14. An Albanian family filed through GHM a lawsuit for compensation for the illegal –according to the Greek Ombudsman- deportation of their child in 2000; a court date was not yet set (administrative court case number: 4057/2002).

15. Three of the asylum seekers physically and sexually ill-treated by port authority officers in Hania Crete in June 2001 have constituted themselves as civil claimants through GHM. The court investigation had not started until GHM denounced it in public in May 2002. By year’s end it was concluded and the perpetrators were indicted with felony charges. The preceding internal port authority investigation led to the imposition of important punishments on the perpetrators.
16. In June 2002, a Nigerian detainee reported being electrocuted during an attempted deportation. GHM has filed on his behalf a criminal complaint and has asked for a police investigation. The former led to an indictment, the latter to an apparent cover-up (Β2002/2255).
17. In June 2002, GHM filed legal motions against the detention of two Iraqi Kurds who, along with scores of others, had entered Greece illegally from Turkey. As a result of one of these motions, the two were released. Other motions are pending.

18. In March 2002, an Albanian citizen was seriously injured by Greek soldiers while attempting to cross into Greece illegally. GHM filed a complaint on his behalf and testified. A military court hearing is scheduled for 3/4/2003 (358 and 746/2002).

19. A young Muslim Rom, husband of the one mentioned in case 11 above, was denied citizenship and was stateless from his birth until the beginning of 2002, when, after a three year struggle with the help of the Greek Ombudsman he was given citizenship in early 2002. 

20. In a typical case in Greece, a GHM member was convicted to a two-month prison term for not having testified in a trial he was summoned to; but both the summons and the conviction were never given to him properly. GHM has decided to pursue the agents of the state responsible. 

21. First case involving the anti-racist law. Roma in Patras filed a criminal complaint against neighborhood associations that published in late 2001 a racial profiling protest against the Roma, seeking their eviction; the preliminary investigation was not completed by the end of 2002 (Η 02652/2002).

22. Second case involving the anti-racist law. In March 2002, GHM and the Foreign Refugees Association sent an out of court warning to “Chrysi Efkairia” –the largest circulation classified ads newspaper- to stop publishing classified ads on homes for rent and job offers that included “no foreigners.” The newspaper immediately removed them and asked GHM to alert it if any slip in inadvertently: they immediately remove them too. 

23. Third case involving the anti-racist law. In March 2002, GHM and the Foreign Refugees Association sent an out of court warning also to “Eleftherotypia” –the country’s second largest in circulation political daily- to stop publishing classified ads on job offers that included “no foreigners.” The newspaper immediately removed them and asked GHM to alert it if any slip in inadvertently: they immediately remove them too. 

24. Fourth case involving the anti-racist law. In March 2002, GHM and the Foreign Refugees Association sent an out of court warning also to “Kathimerini” –the country’s largest in circulation morning political daily- to stop publishing classified ads on homes for rent that included “no foreigners.” The newspaper stopped publishing them.

25. Fifth case involving the anti-racist law. In April 2002, GHM and the Foreign Refugees Association sent an out of court warning to “Ta Nea” –the country’s largest in circulation political daily- to stop publishing classified ads on homes for rent that included “no foreigners.” The newspaper did not stop publishing them. A criminal complaint by the Foreign Refugees Association and a criminal complaint report by GHM were filed on 1 August 2002; they were both summoned to testify on 13 August 2002 as the prosecutor had indicted the newspaper. In January 2003, an indictment chamber dropped all charges claiming the home owners were within their rights and that there is no racism in Greece. GHM will appeal the ruling (ΕΓ 47-02/125 and 126/56). 

26. Sixth case involving the anti-racist law. In April 2002, GHM and the Foreign Refugees Association sent an out of court warning to “To Vima” –the country’s second largest in circulation morning political daily- to protest against the publication of a typical xenophobic and racist letter to the editor in its Saturday supplement magazine “Economikos Tachydromos.” The newspaper responded by protesting that GHM and FRA were calling for preventive censorship. A criminal complaint by the Foreign Refugees Association and a criminal complaint report by GHM were filed on 1 August 2002; they were both summoned to testify on 13 August 2002 as the prosecutor had indicted the newspaper.

27. Seventh case involving the anti-racist law. In April 2002, GHM wrote to “Eleftherotypia” –the country’s second largest in circulation political daily- to protest against the publication of a typical anti-Semitic letter to the editor. The newspaper ignored it. A criminal complaint report by GHM was filed on 1 August 2002; GHM was summoned to testify on 13 August 2002 as the prosecutor had indicted the newspaper. 

28. Eighth case involving the anti-racist law. On September 11, 2002, GHM filed a complaint report concerning the illegal eviction of approximately 20 Albanian Roma families from a plot of land they were squatting upon in Foinikas (Thessaloniki) and the inflammatory racist remarks of the Kalamaria mayor (ΣΤ 2002/584). 

29. GHM had submitted to the Prosecutor, in March 2002, two press releases on the occasion of the international day against racism. One was on inappropriate action or lack thereof of police or port authority, forensic doctors, prosecutors and/or investigation judges in four serious cases followed by GHM, the deaths from shots fired by police guns of a Rom (see 4 above) and an Albanian (see 5 above), and the ill-treatment of a young Rom in Athens (in July 2002) and many foreigners in Hania (see 14 above); the other was on many incidents of police violence against foreigners in Athens streets reported to GHM by a lawyer and former mayor of a provincial town, who had previously asked police authorities and the competent minister to investigate them but in vain. On 8 August 2002, GHM was called to testify in a preliminary investigation (to see if there were grounds for indictment) (ΙΔ 2002/5634). 

30. On October 10, 2002, GHM filed a complaint report over the delivery of prefabricated houses intended for Roma to non-Romani individuals, in the municipality of Lehaina, close to the city of Pyrgos, in the prefecture of Ilia (Δ 2002/3572). 

31. On December 26, 2002 GHM filed a complaint report for the illegal detention of foreigners by the Hellenic Police in Rhodes. 

8. Extensive Two-Year Report 

GHM has decided to publish an extensive report for the period 2001-2002, that will reflect all its work on many issues and areas of human rights in Greece during that period, as well as the related conclusions of INGOs and Greek independent authorities. Alongside the extensive report for 2000, it will give a detailed picture of the human rights situation in Greece. It will also cover in a comprehensive way anti-Semitism in Greece. This report will be launched in spring 2003.

B. Detailed Presentation

1. Trial Monitoring

18 January 2002: Monitoring by Theodore Alexandridis of the trial of Vata Safet at the appeals court who was released after spending two years in jail accused for murder he never committed. GHM provided legal assistance to the defendant.

16 February 2002: Monitoring by Panayote Dimitras and Angeliki Kotsantoni of the trial of policeman Athanasios Ziogas who was tried for negligent manslaughter for the killing of Stephanos Sapounas by the Court of Misdemeanors in Athens. The verdict was 4.5 years of suspended imprisonment with the right to appeal. The appeal took place on 23 September 2002

17 April 2002: Monitoring by Theodore Alexandridis and Panayote Dimitras of the trial of police officer Dimitrios Trimmis. In 1996, police officer Trimmis shot and killed a 45 years old Rom, Anastasios Mouratis. Upon arrival at the courtroom the GHM delegation discovered that the lawyer of the deceased’s family was not going to be present, so its cooperating lawyer was rushed to the court. Police officer Trimmis was convicted to a two years suspended prison term, with the right to appeal. His appeal has been scheduled for March 3, 2003. 

25-26 April 2002: Monitoring by Theodore Alexandridis of the trial of 12 British and 2 Dutch plane spotters arrested at the air force base of Kalamata and charged with spying. 8 of the accused were convicted of “simple” (as opposed to gross) espionage and were released after filing an appeal, while the remainder were sentenced to a suspended one year prison term.

28 May 2002: Monitoring by Angeliki Kotsantoni of the trial of three refugees from Turkey (Olmez Isah, Huseyin Dilmag and Huseyin Kilic) accused of spying at the Criminal Court of Syros. All three were acquitted for the charges of spying and of importing weapons with the intention to give them to third parties and only Olmez Isah was convicted for 20 months on the charge of possessing a weapon. 

28 June 2002: Monitoring by Angeliki Kotsantoni of the trial of Joseph Emeka Okeke at the First Three Member Misdemeanors Court in Athens who was charged for disturbing piece and resistance to authority at the Venizelos Airport detention center. The trial was postponed. A lawsuit under 137A penal Code for ill-treatment was deposited by Okeke for torture. 

20 September 2002: Monitoring by Theodore Alexandridis of the trial of a police officer charged with seriously wounding a Romani youth at Serres in 1998. The trial was postponed for February 28, 2003.

23-24 September 2002: Panayote Dimitras and Angeliki Kotsantoni, along with Amnesty International and International Helsinki Federation representatives monitored the appeals trial of policeman Athanasios Ziogas who was tried for negligent manslaughter for the killing of Stephanos Sapounas by the Court of Misdemeanors in Athens. The verdict was 3 years of imprisonment converted to a fine.

7 October 2002: GHM Spokesperson Panayote Dimitras attended, as potential witness, the trial of the seven civil (administrative) lawsuits for damages, lodged by a respective number of Romani families over the demolition of the houses in July 2000. 

2. Conferences, Workshops, Seminars, Meetings, Public Lectures (with participation and sometimes presentations by GHM members)

8-24 January 2002 (Budapest, Hungary): Central European University (CEU) Nationalism Studies Program; Graduate seminar on “States and Minorities in the Balkans” by Panayote Dimitras, Recurrent Visiting Professor.

16 January 2002 (Geneva, Switzerland): Review of Greece by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. Participation and presentation on Greece’s comments by Panayote Dimitras.

18-19 January 2002 (Trieste, Italy): “New Frontiers – New Horizons” Euromediterranean Conference on Migration, Refugees and Human Rights organized by the Italian Council for Refugees, the Euromediterranean Human Rights Network and the Euro-Mediterranean Institute. Participation of Angeliki Kotsantoni.

31 January - 2 February 2002 (Budapest, Hungary): Fifth meeting of Project Partner Managers of the MRG International RomaSEE Project 2000-2002. Participation of Theodore Alexandridis.

13-16 March 2002 (Sofia, Bulgaria): Minority Rights Group International Roma Programme and RomaSEE Project Partners Balkan Foundation Diversity, Bulgaria; MRG Greece; Roma Youth “Anglunipe”, Macedonia. Roma and Mentoring in SEE – Ramisee Workshop Conference. Participation of Theodore Alexandridis and Charoula Christopoulou (RomaSEE Romni mentee)

22-23 March 2002, (Sofia, Bulgaria): Minority Rights and Development Processes in Southeast Europe, A workshop on Sharing Problems, Good Practices and Strategies organized by Inter Ethnic Initiative from Human Rights Foundation and Minority Rights Group International. Participation of Antonia Papadopoulou. 

29-30 March 2002 (Patras, Greece): “Caravan against the social exclusion and for the social integration of the Greek Gypsies.” A seminar organized by the Association of the Social Workers of Greece, ROM Network (a network of Municipalities all around Greece that have Romani populations living within their jurisdiction) and the Greek UNICEF Committee. Participation of Theodoros Alexandridis.

29-30 March 2002, (Athens, Greece): Two-day seminar organized by AI Greece and other Greek NGOs on “The protection of children’s rights: absolute duty-the only perspective.” Workshop participation: “About Multiculturalism and Human Rights ‘I want to go back home, I have no friends in this school’.” Participation of Antonia Papadopoulou.

4 April 2002, (Athens, Greece): Public hearing on “The Children’s Ombudsman: A substantial Step Towards the Protection of Children’s Rights and the Development of a Strategy for Childhood”, organized by the Euro parliamentarian deputy, Myrsini Zorba. Participation of Panayote Dimitras and Antonia Papadopoulou.

18-20 April 2002 (Budapest, Hungary): Policy Discussion Meeting on the Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities. Organized by Minority Rights Group International. Participation of Panayote Dimitras.

25-26 April 2002 (Vilnius, Lithuania): The Council of Europe's ninth meeting of government offices for national minorities. Participation of Panayote Dimitras. 

14 May 2002: (Athens, Greece): “In search of a national strategy for housing”. Conference organized by ARSIS (NGO working on housing issues in Greece). Participation and presentation made by Theodoros Alexandridis on the implementation of measures for special social groups that have virtually no access to housing like the Roma.

31 May 2002: (Patras, Greece): Conference on “Children’s Rights” organized by the University of Patras. Participation of Antonia Papadopoulou.

2 June 2002: Briefing by Greek NGOs of the High Commissioner on Human Rights of the Council of Europe, Mr. Alvaro Gil-Robles. GHM was represented by Andrea Gilbert (anti-Semitism), Angeliki Kotsantoni (migrants/refugees’ rights), Georgia Tsaklanganos (women’s rights), and Gregory Vallianatos (minority and gay rights). 

12-14 June 2002 (Sofia, Bulgaria): Final meeting of Project Partner Managers of the MRG International Mott Foundation sponsored RomaSEE Project 2000-2002. Participation of Theodore Alexandridis.

14 June 2002 (Athens Greece): Meeting in the context of the conclusion of the European program for the protection of refugees, organized by IOM. Participation Gregory Vallianatos.

13-15 June 2002 (Athens, Greece): Participation at the General Assembly and workshops of the Euromediterranean Human Rights Network. Participants: Panayote Dimitras, Demetra Kasimis, Angeliki Kotsantoni, Antonia Papadopoulou, Nafsika Papanikolatos, Georgia Tsaklanganos, and Prof. Aphrodite Xeromeritis (advisor on children’s rights).

17-19 June 2002 (Strasbourg, France): Sixth study session for persons involved in legal assistance to Roma/Gypsy and Traveller Communities organised by the Council of Europe (Directorate General of Human Rights and Directorate General of Social Cohesion) and the European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC). Participation by Theodore Alexandridis.

16-23 June 2002 (Ohrid, Republic of Macedonia): « Peace Beyond Boundaries», hosted by the International Center for Preventive Activities and Conflict Resolution. Participation of Demetra Kasimis.

20 June 2002 (Washington, D.C. USA): U.S. Congress: Presentation of Panayote Dimitras, at the US Helsinki Commission Hearing on Human Rights in Greece.

5 & 19 August 2002 (New York, USA): Review of Greece by the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. Participation and presentation on Greece’s comments by Panayote Dimitras Participation of Demetra Kasimis (GHM).

24 September 2002 (Athens, Greece): GHM, together with AI-Greece, helped organized and actively participated in the presentation of the joint AI/IHF Report “Greece: In the shadow of impunity – Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms”.

23 October 2002 (Athens, Greece): Meeting of the National Observatory on the Rights of Children with Greek NGOs. Participation of Gregory Vallianatos and Antonia Papadopoulou.

24-27 November 2002 (Budapest, Hungary): Participation in the Annual ERRC Monitor’s Training Seminar, attended by Theodore Alexandridis.

25-27 October 2002 (Valetta, Malta): Participation in the Human Rights Education Workshop of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network. Participation of Antonia Papadopoulou.

2 December 2002 (Geneva, Switzerland): Review of Greece in a Pre-Session of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Participation and presentation on Greece’s comments by Panayote Dimitras.

2-3 December 2002 (Athens, Greece): Round Table Discussion “Fighting Discrimination, Racism and Xenophobia”, on the incorporation of the new EU directive proposal into national law, organized by the European Monitoring Center on Racism, Xenophobia and Anti-Semitism. Participation of Angeliki Kotsantoni, Theodoros Alexandridis, Gregory Vallianatos, Charoula Christopoulou, Dionysia Panayotopoulou.

5 December 2002 (Athens, Greece): Conference “Human Rights and Greek TV News”, organized by the NCHR and the University of Athens (Media Department). Participation of Gregory Vallianatos.

9 December 2002 (Athens Greece): Meeting/Public Lecture organized by Maragopoulos Foundation for Human Rights, on the 54th anniversary for the Declaration of Human Rights, focusing on refugees. Participation of Angeliki Kotsantoni.

10 December 2002 (Tetovo, Macedonia): Conference “Minorities in Democracy”, South East Europe University Tetovo; presentation by Panayote Dimitras on “Respect for the ‘Other’, a Prerequisite for Interethnic Coexistence.”

20-21 December 2002 (Copenhagen, Denmark): EU Human Rights Forum organized by the Danish Presidency. Participation of Panayote Dimitras. 

3. Fact-Finding Missions

19-20 January 2002: Fact-finding mission to Romani communities in Thessaloniki (Halastra, Dendropotamos, Ghonos settlements) by Theodore Alexandridis.

15 April 2002: Theodore Alexandridis accompanied Ms Irka Cedenberg, a journalist for the Swedish “Metro” newspaper to visits to Romani settlements in Marousi (a suburb of Athens) that are under threat of eviction as they are located on plots of land where infrastructure works for the 2004 Olympics are planned.

4 May 2002: Fact-finding mission to the Romani settlements in Kalamata (Aghia Triada, Karidia), in the Peloponnese, by Theodore Alexandridis.

10 May 2002: Theodore Alexandridis visited together with a team of Czech journalists the Romani settlement of Aspropyrgos in Attica. The living conditions of the Roma were discussed and interviews taken. In this EU financed project the Czech journalists will prepare a comparative study of the Greek and Czech policies on the living conditions of the Roma in both countries.

15-17 May 2002: Fact-finding mission to the Romani settlements in Arkadia and Laconia, in the Peloponnese, by Theodore Alexandridis.

2 June 2002: Visit with GHM of the High Commissioner on Human Rights of Council of Europe, Mr. Alvaro Gil-Robles, to the Romani settlements in the Attica region. Participation of Theodore Alexandridis.

4-6 June 2002: Fact-finding mission to the Romani settlements in the island of Rhodes by Theodore Alexandridis. In addition, he forged links with the dwindling Jewish community of Rhodes.

6-7 June 2002: Fact-finding mission on the conditions of asylum seekers by representatives of the Norwegian Helsinki Committee and the Norwegian Organization for Asylum. Visits to the Athens’ airport “Eleftherios Venizelos” detention center, the Greek Council of Refugees, the UNHCR regional office in Athens, the Ministry of Public Order, and the Headquarters of Athens Police Aliens’ Department where a meeting took place with the Chechen refugees who were transferred from Norway to Greece. Participation of Angeliki Kotsantoni.

12 June 2002: Fact finding mission on the conditions of detention/interviewing detainees, at the Athens’s airport “Eleftherios Venizelos” detention center. Participation of Panayote Dimitras and Antonia Papadopoulou.

19 June 2002: Fact finding mission on the conditions of detention/interviewing detainees, at three detention centers of Attica, Artemis, Markopoulo, New Holding Center of Hellenikon. Participation of Angeliki Kotsantoni and Antonia Papadopoulou.26-30 June 2002: Fact-finding mission to the Romani settlements in the island of Crete by Theodore Alexandridis. In addition, he forged links with the very small Jewish community of Hania.

15-17 July 2002: Fact-finding mission to the Romani settlements in Fthiotida and Boetia, in central Greece, by Theodore Alexandridis. 

9-10 August 2002: Fact-finding mission to the Romani settlements in the island of Evoia, in central Greece, by Theodore Alexandridis and Sundy Topalidou.

27 August-20 September 2002: Fact finding mission to Romani settlements in Central and Northern Greece, by Theodore Alexandridis.

14-15 October 2002: Fact finding mission to Romani settlements in the Prefecture of Ilia, in Western Peloponnese.
4. Press releases (many also signed by MRG - G; some by other NGOs too; can be found usually in both Greek and English in the web site http://www.greekhelsinki.gr)

15 January 2002: Before the Thessaloniki Appeals court, an Albanian sentenced to life imprisonment in an “express trial” two years ago without having been recognized by any witness. Is that another judicial delusion? 
5 February 2002: World Organization Against Torture denounces police violence against Roma in Aspropyrgos that caused a miscarriage as well. 
11 February 2002: Lengthy and rigid UN observations to Greece on the rights of the child.

16 February 2002: “Misdemeanor the murder! Lenient decision on the policeman who murdered the young…”
18 February 2002: Honoring the memory of Evangelos Marselos, Greece's foremost and pioneer Romani linguist. 

19 February 2002: World Organization Against Torture denounces arson in Roma settlement in Pyrgos, Ilia. 

25 February 2002: Trans-European Roma Federation protests against frequent human rights abuses carried out in Greece against Roma.

27 February 2002: The National Human Rights Commission subscribes to the views of GHM and MRG-G on the situation of Roma in Greece.

28 February 2002: Unbelievable yet true! Kostas Karamanlis (leader of the opposition) attends a concert for the Roma organized by the (racist) municipality of Aspropyrgos! 
1 March 2002: “As long as I’m alive no gypsy will be registered in the Municipality!” The new racist explosion of the Mayor of Nea Kios following the prosecutor putting in the archives the Roma cases of 2000. 

4 March 2002: Greece's National Human Rights Commission on the Problems of Roma in Aspropyrgos and Nea Kios.

5 March 2002: The International Olympic Committee tolerates Roma evictions in the light of the 2004 Olympic Games.

7 March 2002: Stop the Anachronistic Application of Islamic Law to the Muslim Women of Thrace! On the Occasion of Tomorrow's International Women’s Day.

13 March 2002: The Ombudsman is a catapult concerning the government’s, the periphery’s, the prefecture’s and the municipalities’ inertia about the Roma of Attica in light of the upcoming Olympic Games.

13 March 2002: EBLUL and Eurolang drop references to “Slavo-macedonian language” in favor of “Macedonian language” following criticism by Macedonian diaspora and minority rights NGOs.

18 March 2002: Comments on US department of state report on Greece.

19 March 2002: Week against racism. The International Helsinki Federation criticizes to the Council of Europe the detention as criminals of asylum seekers awaiting deportation in Austria, Germany and Greece and submits a note on Greece.

20 March 2002: Week against racism. A citizen reports incidents of everyday police violence against foreigners tolerated by the Minister. 

21 March 2002: Week against racism. Widespread attempts to cover up the use of violence by policemen and coast guardsmen. 

4 April 2002: Greek police recommends dismissal of police officer who killed Rom Christopoulos in Zefyri on 24/10/2001.

8 April 2002: International Roma Day. Greece's Roma seek justice before European and Greek courts.

9 April 2002: Politics and "inter-channel" journalism: A case only for men.

10 April 2002: Appeal of 830 immigrants legal for decades and Greece rendered illegal in 2001.

12 April 2002: Letter to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, G. Papandreou on the establishment of the International Criminal Court without Greece!

28 April 2002: GHM contribution to the Council of Europe’s 9th meeting of government offices for National Minorities in Vilnius (Lithuania) 25-26 April 2002.

28 April 2002: Text for the daily “Avghi”: A GHM observer on the “plane spotters”.

2 May 2002: World Press Freedom Day (3 May). Greece still scores last on press freedom. 

8 May 2002: Letter to the Minister of Merchant Marine, Giorgos Anomeritis: Appeal for responsible investigations in repeated cases of alleged ill-treatment or fatal incidents caused by the coast guard.25 May 2002: On the sudden death of Pericles Pangalos, distinguished human rights defender.

29 May 2002: Response of the Minister of Merchant Marine, Giorgos Anomeritis, reinforces the impression of irresponsible investigations in repeated cases of alleged ill-treatment or fatal incidents caused by the coast guard. 

30 May 2002: Serious allegations about the burning of books at the book exhibition of Thessaloniki by extreme right-wingers following incitation by a television program and the concealment of the incident by authorities and organizers. Appeal for sanctions and filing of a complaint report by GHM.

12 June 2002: Letter to the Greek Ombudsman on an urgent complaint of 18 alien detainees whose human rights have been extensively violated in Greece. 

15 June 2002: 45 rights groups from 21 Euro-Mediterranean countries decry frequent and grave violations of foreign detainees’ rights in Greece.

15 June 2002: Human rights, democracy, development, stability and counter-terrorism. GHM’s address at the opening session of the general assembly (GA) in Athens of the Euromediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN) 13-15 June 2002.

20 June 2002: Statement to the Helsinki Commission hearing on “Human Rights in Greece: A snapshot of the cradle of democracy.” (Washington, D.C. 20 June 2002)

26 June 2002: Letter to the Supreme Court’s prosecutor’s office and the Review Court prosecutor’s office on a petition for disciplinary check and replacement of the Chania navy court investigating judge following the cancellation of a scheduled testimony of three Turkish witnesses due to interpreter’s absence and prior negligence!

27 June 2002: Letter to the Minister of Public Order, Michalis Chrysochoidis, on an urgent appeal for a sworn administrative inquiry (EDE) at a high level for the investigation of a terrible allegation of electroshock torture. 

28 June 2002: Letter to the Minister of Public Order, Michalis Chrysochoidis: Besides a sworn administrative inquiry and a visit to forensics, allegations about electroshock torture were followed by intimidation of victim and witness by policemen.

30 June 2002: Letter to the chief of Hellenic police, Fotis Nasiakos: Appeal for the immediate implementation of your order on correct behavior of policemen in their contacts with relatives and representatives of detainees. 

2 July 2002: An appeal by the World Organization against Torture for the alleged electroshock torture by the Hellenic police.

4 July 2002: Letter to the chief of Hellenic police, Fotis Nasiakos: When the problems of non-implementation of your order on good behavior start from your own office…

5 July 2002: Left-wing (former) deputies legitimize Karatzaferis’ extreme rightwing.

8 July 2002: Michalis Papakonstantinou – following the left wing (former) deputies – legitimizes Karatzaferis’ extreme right wing as well!

10 July 2002: The condemnation by the government of Alexandros Lykourezos’ common appearance along with the extreme right winger Makis Voridis is welcomed. Will it condemn at least now Voridis’ second interlocutor, Stelios Papathemelis?

12 July 2002: Absence of an interpreter in a scheduled trial of a foreigner in the courts of Athens.

12 July 2002: New interruption of a monitoring visit of GHM to the new detention center of Hellenikon where recently there had been complaints about torture and even with electroshock.

23 July 2002: Dismantling of 17N, rights violations and legitimization of the extreme right. Thoughts on the occasion of the anniversary of the restoration of democracy. 

29 July 2002: Violation of the presumption of innocence and irregular remanding in custody in police facilities of suspected 17N members, as well as continued lack of clarification on Savvas Xiros’ status noted by GHM in letters sent today to Chief of Hellenic police and prosecutor of Supreme Court. 

2 August 2002: Roma holocaust remembered. Council of Europe "liquidates" specialist group's report on Roma in Greece!

3 August 2002: “Two types of detainees?” GHM’s statements to the daily “Avghi” on the detention conditions of “17 November” defendants.

4 August 2002: The Council of Europe’s report does not legitimize all the restrictions to detention conditions! Hellenic police respects now the presumption of innocence.

5 August 2002: OMCT, GHM and MRG-G express concern regarding gender discrimination and violence against women in Greece before the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.


7 August 2002: Greek Roma bring police brutality claim to the European Court of Human Rights.

11 August 2002: Letter to Ioannis Diotis, Athens prosecutor: Criticisms and answers concerning possible violations of the rights of Savvas Xiros. 

12 August 2002: Prosecutor’s recommendation for indictment for homicide with intent without extenuating circumstances for the policeman who killed a Rom. 

13 August 2002: Indictment of Greek newspapers “To Vima”, “Eleftherotypia” and “Ta Nea”, and magazine inserts, “Akinita stin Ellada” and “Economikos Tachydromos” for incitement to racial hatred and discrimination.

15 August 2002: Council of Europe confirms suppression of specialist group’s report on Roma in Greece and announces the group’s “castration”!

17 August 2002: “Annoy the police? They’ll shock you with a stun-gun (or abuse you or kill you)”.

17 August 2002: Press release on Amici Curiae to the International Criminal Tribute for the Former Yugoslavia for Jonathan Randal’s appeal.

21 August 2002: Letter to the Ambassador of Israel to Greece, Mr. David Sasson informing him of GHM and MRG-G joining the ingo protest against the Israeli efforts to close down an Arab ngo.

22 August 2002: Letter to the National Radio and Television Council (ESR): Appeal for control and sanctions for unacceptable reporting by “Alter” television.

23 August 2002: Letter to the Minister of Press and Media, Christos Protopapas: Unacceptable coverage by Net state tv of refuted “disclosures” by Savvas Xiros.

26 August 2002: Church racism against homosexuals with alleged encouragement from Justice Minister.

31 August 2002: “The limits of the freedom of speech”. GHM comments on an older article by P. Mandravelis on today’s issue of daily “Apogevmatini”. 

1 September 2002: Daily “Eleftherotypia” slanders minority Macedonian priest and homosexuals but does not publish critical letter. 

1 September 2002: Daily “Eleftherotypia” publishes two readers’ letters – an anti-Semitism and a xenophobic one – and ignores relevant critical letters. 

3 September 2002: Letter to party leaders on the comparison of anti-trafficking bills and recommended amendments.

8 September 2002: Appeal to authorities to justify Savvas Xiros’ detention conditions following their dispute by his lawyer. Silence will mean admission of law breaking. Release of a relevant comment in articles by professor Nikos Alevizatos that the daily “Ta Nea” refused to publish. 

9 September 2002: Letter to the Chief of the Hellenic police: The Hellenic police records traffic violations based on its own targets or real delinquency? 

10 September 2002: Appeal to the Union of Athens Daily Newspaper Journalists (ESIEA) that reports “the disdain of the journalist’s profession ” to take measures against a characteristic example of similar behavior. 
17 September 2002: Strict report on Greece by the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe. He considers the living conditions of many Roma and the detention conditions of aliens awaiting deportation at the General Directorate of the Hellenic Police (GADA) to be undignified.

18 September 2002: A policeman to go on trial in Serres on 20/9 for the unnecessary shooting of a 16-year old Rom almost five years ago, that has caused him a permanent health problem. Another policeman to be trialed by the Athens Appeals Court on 23/9 for a citizen’s murder six years ago. Human rights organizations’ representatives to monitor the trials.

21 September 2002: Provocative postponement of a policeman’s trial in Serres for the unnecessary shooting of a 16-year old Rom almost five years ago, that has caused him a permanent health problem.

21 September 2002: Argolida mayors prevent illegally Roma from taking a loan or moving to another municipality!

26 September 2002: Political detainees the correct characterization for the imprisoned 17 November suspects. 

27 September 2002: Response to the government on the AI-IHF joint report.

30 September 2002: The municipal police of Aspropyrgos threatens Roma with eviction and the Hellenic police breaks the law in the case of Okeke, the detainee that reported alleged electroshock torture.

1 October 2002: Kouvelis and Halvatzis in favor of mosques and Muslim cemetery. Dimaras, Bakoyannis and Papoutsis have no opinion on Athens Muslims (but do on city’s stray dogs).

3 October 2002: Decision to dismiss policeman who killed a Rom. Statements by GHM and the victim’s sister. Clarifications on the Amnesty International and International Helsinki Federation report. 

3 October 2002: Acquittal of the traffickers of the 738 immigrants detained in Zakynthos in the end of 2001! This confirms GHM view on their illegal detention by the Hellenic police.

7 October 2002: The new anti-trafficking law is a positive step. The obligatory repatriation of the victims is a major weakness!

8 October 2002: There are no Jew candidates in the list of the extreme right wing and anti-Semitist Karatzaferis! The uncritical mentioning of the false claim on the media insults the Jews! 

8 October 2002: “Something’s going on at the gyps’!” Athens-Piraeus superprefecture candidates have no stance on Roma! 

9 October 2002: Candidate mayors and prefect with racist activity and supporters from almost all political parties. 

9 October 2002: Five-year old suspicions confirmed: programs for Roma benefit non-Roma, with bipartisan involvement! All municipalities should immediately apply for pre-fabricated houses for the destitute Roma so that no more children and elderly Roma die of exposure to cold!

10 October 2002: Collaboration of (right wing party) New Democracy-Extreme right wing: Weekly extreme right wing “Stohos” supports Psomiadis (ND)-Kazakos (ND) and Apostolopoulos-“Kalahan” (in Dora Bakoyannis’ candidates list).

7 October 2002: European Court of Human Rights convicted Greece for violation of religious freedom in the case of elected mufti of Xanthi M. Agga. Release of new GHM- MRG-G report on religious freedom in Greece. 

18 October 2002: Increasing evidence of grave involvement of ministries in irregular provision of temporary houses for Roma to non-Roma in Lehaina. Positive reactions by some authorities. 

19 October 2002: The daily “Ta Nea” flatters a racist letter sender who had insulted an Albanian journalist of that paper!

25 October 2002: The Minister of Public Order should “receive the double message” of a citizen’s murder by a policeman yesterday and of the indictment of a policeman who killed a Rom last year and thus move on to immediate changes in the Hellenic police.

30 October 2002: “Ethnically skewed” rulings for policemen who killed a Greek, a Rom and an Albanian harm Greek justice’s reputation.
2 November 2002: When the police trade unions react to one of their colleague’s remand in custody, thus asserting a misconceived version of “collegial solidarity”.

2 November 2002: Three UK media stories on the new but inadequate mosque for (but not in) Athens with GHM interviews.

4 November 2002: Observations about the Athens Bar Association decision over the detention conditions of the 17N defendants. 

6 November 2002: Letter to Petros Verrios, chief of the Appeals Court of Athens prosecutor’s office: Urgent appeal for the use of interpreters in the “Kazakos’ trial” that is in process.

8 November 2002: Commemoration of “Kristallnacht”. Release of the report “Anti-Semitism in Greece – A current picture: 2001-2002”.

11 November 2002: Unfortunate statement of Christos Protopapas. Freedom of the press does not mean irresponsibility! The government should respect the relative laws and international standards against racism.

16 November 2002: International day of Tolerance. Ministry of education and Hellenic Pedagogical Institute call Jehovah’s witnesses an “anti-national mechanism”, Protestants and Mormons “CIA instruments”, “The ‘papal’ church devious”, Islam “bellicose”!

16 November 2002: Claims by lawyers defending “17 November” suspects and insufficient answer by Ministry of Justice. 

19 November 2002: “Dialogue” between the daily “Eleftherotypia” and GHM on freedom of speech and Stathis’ cartoons. 
19 November 2002: International Day against Child abuse. The relevant UN recommendations to Greece remain relevant. 

19 November 2002: The shortest joke: journalistic ethics of the daily “Ta Nea”.

20 November 2002: Very strict report on Greece by the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture confirms GHM positions. 
21 November 2002: Policemen killing or incapacitating Albanians? So what, who cares? One year after the murder of Gentjan Celniku.

22 November 2002: Timely testimony on anti-Semitism in Greece. 

24 November 2002: GHM criticizes Israeli embassy’s re-distribution of GHM & MRG-G’s report on anti-Semitism. 

26 November 2002: Deputy Minister of Public Order should retract slander or be removed from the government. 

28 November 2002: State institutions acknowledge the demands of the Turkish minority in Thrace. 

2 December 2002: Report on Economic, Social and Cultural rights in Greece presented at the UN today. 

9 December 2002: International Human Rights Day: The Council of Europe’s “confidential” recommendations about the Roma in Greece! 

30 December 2002: GHM Denounces to Public Prosecutors, the Greek Ombudsman and the Minister of Public Order the Unlawful Detention and Unlawful or Irregular Treatment of Asylum Seekers by the Hellenic Police

30 December 2002: “Black Christmas this year as well for the Gypsies in the prefecture of Ilia” (Makis Nodaros on the daily “Eleftherotypia”) since the state and even justice are indifferent to…(cc: Supreme Court prosecutor, Athens/Pyrgos prosecutor’s offices)

2 January 2003: The First homeless people of 2003, 9 asylum-seekers from Rhodes thrown out in the streets by the Hellenic police headquarters with the coming of the New Year! Is this how the Greek EU presidency is going to handle the asylum-seekers issue?

5i). Complaints and Other Letters to the Ombudsman, the Data Protection Authority and the National Radio and Television Council

6 January 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman concerning the case of Sezgin Durgut, represented by GHM.

6 January 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman concerning the housing problems of the Roma of Karakonero, Rhodes.

6 January 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman concerning the case of Dewan Habib, represented by GHM.

13 February 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman concerning the case of Kostas Koukoumerias. [pr.no.: 3149/14-2-2002]

19 February 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman concerning the detention of Daniel Nande, represented by GHM.

24 February 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the police raid to the Roma settlement in Aspropyrgos, on 28 January 2002. [pr.no.: 3979/25-2-2002] 

20 March 2002: Press release sent to the Ombudsman on: Week against racism. A citizen reports incidents of everyday police violence against foreigners tolerated by the Minister. 

21 March 2002: Press release sent to the Ombudsman on: Week against racism. Widespread attempts to cover up the use of violence by policemen and coast guardsmen.

11 April 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman concerning the harassment of Gregory Vallianatos, GHM’s president.

13 June 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the policemen’s reluctance to provide the detainees at the “Eleftherios Venizelos” airport with applications for asylum.

13 June 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the non-completion of a visit to detainees at the detention center of the “Eleftherios Venizelos” airport.

13 June 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the detention conditions at the detention center of the “Eleftherios Venizelos” airport.

13 June 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the police denial to provide GHM with the files of the aliens represented by GHM, detained at the “Eleftherios Venizelos” airport and the new detention center of Hellenikon.

3 July 2002: Complaint to the Ombudsman on the case of an alien detainee (Aminul Islam) represented by GHM.

4 July 2002: Complaint letter to the Data Protection Authority on an alien (Aminul Islam) represented by GHM. (cc: Ombudsman)

6 July 2002: Complaint to the Ombudsman on behalf of aliens, represented by GHM, for police’s refusal to provide GHM with copies of their police files. 

12 July 2002: Complaint letter to the Ombudsman for interruption of GHM visit to Hellenikon Detention Center.

13 July 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on a new incident of non-completion of a visit to the detainees in the new detention center of Hellenikon. (cc: Minister of PO, Chief of the Hellenic police, Committee on the Prevention of Torture (CPT), Alvaro Gil-Robles (Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe)

17 July 2002: Second complaint letter to the Ombudsman on police’s refusal to provide GHM with copies of police files of alien detainees represented by GHM. (cc: Minister of PO, Chief of the Hellenic police)

18 July 2002: Complaint letter to the Ombudsman for police refusal of GHM visit to Amygdaleza alien women’s detention center, despite prior authorization. (cc: Minister of PO, Chief of the Hellenic police, Committee on the Prevention of Torture (CPT), Alvaro Gil-Robles (Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe)

18 July 2002: Complaint letter to the Data Protection Authority on Ekaterina Mihaylova, represented by GHM. [pr.no.: 1646/22-7-2002]

6 August 2002: Complaint letter to the Data Protection Authority on Kamen Lenkov, represented by GHM. [pr.no.: 1729/7-8-2002]

11 August 2002: Letter to the Data Protection Authority requesting its review of police practice towards suspected 17N members. [pr.no.: 1742/12-8-2002]

11 August 2002: Letter to the Data Protection Authority requesting its action to stop the reference to religion when a person takes a formal oath in criminal procedures, and to the Minister of Justice requesting a related amendment to the Code of Criminal Procedure. (cc: Minister of Justice), [pr.no.: 1743/12-8-2002]

11 August 2002: Letter to the Data Protection Authority on Melina Tseliou. [pr.no.: 1744/12-8-2002]

22 August 2002: Press release sent to the National Radio and Television Council (ESR) on: Appeal for control and sanctions for unacceptable reporting by “Alter” television. (cc: DPA), [pr.nos.: 5679/22-8-2002 (ESR), 1815/26-8-2002 (DPA)]

28 August 2002: Letter to the National Radio and Television Council (ESR) on the non-response by Alter channel to the request of a copy of a program on 8 July 2002. [pr.no.: 5797/28-8-2002] 
9 September 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the delay of completion of the sworn administrative inquiry on the murder of Gentjan Celniku.

9 September 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the procedure of authentication of alien detainees’ signature. [pr.no.: 17551/10-9-2002]

9 September 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the non-response by the Minister of the Merchant Marine, Anomeritis. [pr.no.: 17495/10-9-2002]

9 September 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the non-response by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Giorgos Papandreou, to a joint GHM and MRG-G letter sent on 28/4/2002. [pr.no.: 17552/10-9-2002]

9 September 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the non-provision of GHM with files of alien detainees represented by GHM, since its 30 June 2002 request to the Hellenic police. [pr.no.: 17494/10-9-2002]

9 September 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the non-response by the Hellenic police to GHM’s request on 22 July 2002 for access to aliens’ detention centers in Thrace. (cc: Chief of the Hellenic police), [pr.no.: 17553/10-9-2002]

9 September 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on Yannoula Tsakiri.

9 September 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on non-access to detention centers. [pr.no.: 17493/10-9-2002]

9 September 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on older pending cases referred to in letters by GHM and SOKADRE. [pr.no.: 17492/10-9-2002]

30 September 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on Aspropyrgos municipal police. [pr.no.: 19000/1-10-2002]

30 September 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on Joseph Emeka Okeke, an alien detainee represented by GHM. [pr.no.: 19007/1-10-2002, related to 13170/2002 and 15918/2002]

1 October 2002: Letter to the Supreme Court prosecutor, the Ombudsman and the Data Protection Authority on non-delivery of subpoenas to Roma in Aspropyrgos. [pr.nos.: 2607/7-10-2002 (SC), 19120/2-10-2002 (O), 2092/2-10-2002 (DPA)]

3 October 2002: Second letter to Ombudsman on older pending cases.

3 October 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the acquittal of Zakynthos’ traffickers. [pr.no.: 19379/7-10-2002]

11 October 2002: Second complaint letter to the Data Protection Authority on Ekaterina Mihaylova, represented by GHM. [pr.no.: 771/15-10-2002]

31 October 2002: Appeal to the Ombudsman by GHM and MRG-G to intervene in order for the Hellenic police to provide GHM with documents concerning an incident of Roma ill-treatment by the police in Argostoli in August 2001. 

15 November 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on insufficient reply of the Minister of Merchant Marine, Anomeritis. [pr.no.: 21945/18-11-2002, related to initial letter 14182/2002]

15 November 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the Hellenic police rejection of permission to GHM to access aliens’ detention centers in Thrace. [pr.no.: 21943/18-11-2002, related to initial letter 12393/2002]

15 November 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the non-response by the Hellenic police concerning the sworn administrative inquiry for the police raid in Aspropyrgos on 1 July 2002. [pr.no.: 21947/18-11-2002, related to initial letter 15454/2002]

15 November 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on Ozer Ergan. [pr.no.: 21944/18-11-2002, related to initial letter 19522/2001]

15 November 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the complications in the case of Rotimi Alakia, an alien detainee represented by GHM. [pr.no.: 21946/18-11-2002, related to initial letter 12390/2002]

18 November 2002: Second appeal to the Ombudsman to intervene in order for the Hellenic police to provide GHM with documents concerning an incident of Roma ill-treatment by the police in Argostoli in August 2001. [pr.no.: 22104/19-11-2002, related to initial letter 18665/2001]

20 November 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on Maria Tingu, an alien detainee represented by GHM. (cc: Chief of the Appeals Court prosecutor’s office of Athens), [pr.no.: 22562/26-11-2002]

8 December 2002: Urgent letter to the Ombudsman on the refusal of the Kastoria hospital to provide GHM with info requested concerning a hospitalized alien represented by GHM. [pr.no.: 23386.2/02 – 12/12/2002]

16 December 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman (Civil Protection Section) on Roma issues. [pr.no.: 23939/17-12-2002]

16 December 2002: Second letter to the Ombudsman on a refugee represented by GHM (Nezanti Zontoul) and the lack of coordination of aliens departments. [pr.no.: 23945/17-12-2002, related to initial letter 22561]

23 December 2002: Letter to the Ombudsman on the illegal detention in Rhodes, of a refugee (Ashcan Pangahie) represented by GHM. [pr.no.: 24486/30-12-2002]

30 December 2002: Press release on: GHM denounces to public prosecutors, the Greek Ombudsman and the Minister of Public Order the unlawful detention and unlawful or irregular treatment of asylum seekers by the Hellenic police. 

2 January 2003: Letter to the Ombudsman on the case of a refugee (Ashcan Pangahie) represented by GHM and 11 more refugees in Rhodes. [pr.no.: 62/3-1-2003]

5 ii) Complaints and Other Letters to the Greek Police and the Ministry of Public Order

25 February 2002: Letter to the Hellenic Police on the case the policeman who shot a Rom. 

13 March 2002: Joint letter by GHM and MRG-G to the Directorate of Internal Affairs of the Greek police. 

13 May 2002: Letter to the Chief of the Aliens Directorate of the Hellenic police, requesting a permission to visit the alien women’s detention center in Amygdaleza, Athens. 

12 June 2002: Two letters to the Aliens’ department of Piraeus requesting files of two alien detainees represented by GHM. (cc: Ombudsman)

16 June 2002: Third letter to the Aliens’ department of the Northeast Attica requesting files of alien detainees represented by GHM. (cc: Ombudsman)

20 June 2002: Letter to Greek police headquarters (GADA) on Rotimi Alakia’s documents. 

24 June 2002: Letter to the Aliens’ department of Northeast Attica requesting copy of the police archives about the ill-treatment of an alien detainee represented by GHM (Elias Zubair). (cc: Ombudsman)

27 June 2002: Urgent appeal to the Minister of Public Order, for a sworn administrative inquiry (EDE) at a high level for the investigation of a serious allegation of electrocution torture. (cc: Ombudsman)

28 June 2002: Second appeal to the Minister of Public Order on allegations about electrocution being followed by intimidation of victim and witness by policemen. (cc: Ombudsman)

30 June 2002: Letter to Greek police headquarters (GADA) requesting files of an alien detainee represented by GHM (Rotimi Alakia). (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no: 1026/5/317 – 4-7-2002] 

30 June 2002: Letter to the Aliens’ department of Northeast Attica requesting the file of an alien detainee represented by GHM (Elias Zubair). (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no: 1026/5/319 – 4-7-2002] 

30 June 2002: Letter to the Aliens’ department of Northeast Attica requesting the file of an alien detainee represented by GHM (Joseph Emeka Okeke). (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no: 316806/3 – 1-7-2002]

30 June 2002: Appeal to the Chief of the Hellenic police for the immediate implementation of his orders on correct behavior of policemen in their contacts with relatives and representatives of detainees. (cc: Minister of PO, Ombudsman), [pr.no: 3466/4-7-2002]

3 July 2002: Letter to the West Attica police directorate on the raid to a settlement of Roma in Aspropyrgos on 1 July 2002. (cc: Ombudsman)

4 July 2002: Second appeal to the Chief of Police for the immediate implementation of his orders on correct behavior of policemen in their contacts with relatives and representatives of detainees. (cc: Minister of PO, Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 3467/4-7-2002]

4 July 2002: Letter to the Aliens’ department of Piraeus requesting files of alien detainees represented by GHM. (cc: Ombudsman)

8 July 2002: Letter to the director of personnel of the Hellenic police requesting info on the results of a sworn administrative inquiry on the murder of Gentjan Celniku on behalf of his sisters as represented by GHM. (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 6195/8-7-2002] 

22 July 2002: Appeal to the Chief of the Hellenic police for a granting of permission for immediate visit to the detention centers of immigrants in Evros and Rhodopi. [pr.nos.: 3605/22-7-2002, 2183/26-7-2002]

26 July 2002: Letter to the asylum office of the Ministry of Public Order requesting files of alien detainees (Sinan Ozqurt, Rahmi Tunc) represented by GHM. (cc: Minister PO, Chief of Hellenic police, Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 359322/31-7-2002]

29 July 2002: Letter to the Chief of the Hellenic police on violation of presumption of innocence and irregular remanding in custody by police of suspected “17 November” (17N) members. (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 3660/30-7-2002]

30 July 2002: Letter to the Chief of the Hellenic police calling for a sworn administrative inquiry on irregular police activities during a raid to a Roma settlement in Aspropyrgos on 1 July 2002. (cc: Minister of PO, Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 3662/30-7-2002]

1 August 2002: Letter to police inquiring about the investigation of border incidents where four Albanians alleged ill-treatment. [pr.nos: 6482/1-8-2002, 6004/15/1668-A – 7-8-2002]

6 August 2002: Press release sent to the Chief of the Hellenic Police on: Appeal for a sworn administrative inquiry on alleged ill-treatment of young Roma by policemen in Zefyri on 16 July 2002: “Have you ever beaten a gypsy?” “No, but now I will…”. (cc: Minister of PO, Ombudsman), [pr.no: 3709/6-8-2002]

6 August 2002: Letter to the police of Kavala on behalf of an alien family (Popovits) represented by GHM, requesting to resign from their asylum application right. 
9 September 2002: Press release sent to the Chief of the Hellenic police on: The Hellenic police records traffic violations based on its own targets or real delinquency? (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no: 3860/9-9-2002, 2798/16-9-2002]

9 September 2002: Letter to the director of personnel of the Hellenic police requesting info on the final penalty imposed on the policeman who killed a Rom on behalf of his sister as represented by GHM. (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 249072/6/8 ΜΘ – 19-9-2002]
10 September 2002: Letter to the Aliens’ department of Northeast Attica requesting files of an alien detainee represented by GHM (Joy Anyadike). [pr.no.: 783005/2e – 10-9-2002]

22 September 2002: Press release sent to the Minister of Public Order on: An urgent appeal for facilitation of tomorrow’s visit by Amnesty International and International Helsinki Federation to the Police Headquarters (GADA). (cc: Chief of the Hellenic Police)

25 October 2002: Letter to the director of personnel of the Hellenic police requesting a copy of the dismissal order of the policeman who killed a Rom on behalf of his sister as represented by GHM. (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 7076/25-10-2002]

28 October 2002: Letter to the police of Patras on the Roma delinquency cases in Riganokambos. (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 1032/2/62A – 8-11-2002]

4 November 2002: Letter to the Ministers of Merchant Marine, Justice and Public Order on the Amnesty International – International Helsinki Federation joint report. (cc: Minister of Foreign Affairs), [pr.nos.: 3420/5-11-2002 (MM), 4178/14-11-2002 (Justice), 27875/10-12-2002 (PO), 211/19 – 8-11-2002 (FA)]

7 November 2002: Letter to Kastoria police on Albanian’s killing. [answer on 8/11/2002]

20 November 2002: Letter to the Chief of the Hellenic police on the restoration of asylum right of an alien detainee represented by GHM (Nezanti Zontul). (cc: Minister PO, Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 4495/25-11-2002]

20 November 2002: Letter to the legal department of the Hellenic police on border incidents. (cc: Minister PO, Chief of ELAS, Ombudsman, SC Prosecutor, AC Prosecutor of Kozani), [pr.nos.: 7016/23/154 – 20-11-2002 (Legal Dep.), 22601/26-11-2002 (O)]

8 December 2002: Letter to the Patras police station on Roma delinquency cases in Riganokambos, Patras. (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 1032/2/62-b] 

8 December 2002: Letter to the director of the personnel of the Hellenic police requesting material of the sworn administrative inquiry conducted for an incident of Roma ill-treatment by the police in Argostoli in August 2001. (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 233428/6/5ν – 10/12/2002]

8 December 2002: Letter to the director of the personnel of the Hellenic police requesting material of the sworn administrative inquiry and the forensic report concerning the alleged electroshock torture by the Hellenic police of an alien detainee (Joseph Emeka Okeke) represented by GHM. (cc: Minister of PO, Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 6004/15/3751 κστ – 10/12/2002]

29 December 2002: Letter to the Minister of Public Order on the illegal detention of refugees in Rhodes and other places the last three months. (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 28192/31-12-2002 (Minister PO)]

30 December 2002: Press release sent to the Minister of Public Order on: GHM denounces to public prosecutors, the Greek Ombudsman and the Minister of Public Order the unlawful detention and unlawful or irregular treatment of asylum seekers by the Hellenic police.

5 iii) Complaints and Other Letters to Ministries and state hospitals

17 January 2002: Urgent letter to the Minister of Education on civic education text books, after the review of Greece by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. (cc: UN Committee on the Rights of the Child)

13 February 2002: Letter to the Ministry of Health and Welfare on social workers’ refusal to provide services to Roma.

28 February 2002: Urgent letter by GHM and MRG-G to the Minister of Justice on pending judicial investigation of Nea Kios incidents.

28 April 2002: Joint letter by GHM and MRG-G to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Giorgos Papandreou, on the reports of Belgrade and OSCE meetings 2001. [pr.no.: 227/16 – 2-12-2002]

28 April 2002: Letter to the Minister of Justice on the report to CAT.

22 July 2002: Letter to the “Laiko” hospital requesting the medical examinations of an alien detainee (Elias Zubair) represented by GHM. [pr.no.: 2480/23-7-2002]

7 August 2002: Second letter to the “Laiko” hospital on an alien (Zubair Elias) represented by GHM. [pr.no.: 9119/22-8-2002]

23 August 2002: Letter to the Minister of Press and Media, Christos Protopapas: Unacceptable coverage by Net state tv of refuted “disclosures” by Savvas Xiros. (cc: ESR, Supreme Court Prosecutor, Athens Court of First Instance Prosecutor) [pr.nos.: 1207/26-8-2002 (Minister of PM), 5681/23-8-2002 (ESR), 2152/26-8-2002 (SC)]

4 November 2002: Letter to the Ministers of Merchant Marine, Justice and Public Order on the Amnesty International – International Helsinki Federation joint report. (cc: Minister of Foreign Affairs), [pr.nos.: 3420/5-11-2002 (MM), 4178/14-11-2002 (Justice), 27875/10-12-2002 (PO), 211/19 – 8-11-2002 (FA)]

4 November 2002: Letter to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Giorgos Papandreou, on state reports to CESCR. [pr.no.: 209A/6 – 6-11-2002] 

4 November 2002: Letter to the Minister of Justice on court interpreters. [pr.no.: 4069/7-11-2002]

4 November 2002: Letter to the Minister of Internal Affairs, Public Administration and Decentralization on action on Aspropyrgos mayor. [pr.no.: 6145/7-11-2002]

12 November 2002: Letter to Kos hospital on an alien represented by GHM (Razak Omar). (pr.no.: 4993/13-11-2002)

20 November 2002: Letter to Kastoria hospital on an alien represented by GHM (Ferhat Çeka). (pr.no.: 4253/21-11-2002)

20 November 2002: Letter to the Ministry of Justice on an alien detainee (Joseph Emeka Okeke) represented by GHM. (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 190884/21-11-2002] 

25 November 2002: Letter to the “Dromokaitio” psychiatric hospital requesting info on an alien detainee (Onuchukwu Uchenna Ezekiel) represented by GHM. (cc: Ombudsman), [pr.no.: 13379/525879 – 29-11-2002]

5 iv) Complaint and other letters to Prosecutors

15 February 2002: Letter to the First Instance Court Prosecutor’s office of Kastoria inquiring on the judicial investigation in the case of Bledar Quoshku.
26 June 2002: Letter to the Supreme Court’s prosecutor’s office and the Review Court prosecutor’s office on a petition for disciplinary check and replacement of the Chania navy court investigating judge following the cancellation of a scheduled testimony of three Turkish witnesses due to interpreter’s/translator’s absence and prior negligence! [pr.nos.: 5452/28-6-2002 (SC), 1143/28-6-2002 (AC)]

12 July 2002: Letter to the Prosecutor of the Supreme Court, Evangelos Kroustalakis, on absence of interpreters in courts. [pr.no.: 1852/15-7-2002]

29 July 2002: Letter to the Prosecutor of the Supreme Court, Evangelos Kroustalakis on legitimacy problems with remanding in custody suspected members of 17 November and Savvas Xiros’ status. [pr.no.: 2003/29-7-2002]

11 August 2002: Letter to the Prosecutor Ioannis Diotis: Reproaches and call for answers to alleged violations of the rights of a suspected 17N member, Savvas Xiros.

1 October 2002: Letter to the Supreme Court prosecutor, the Ombudsman and the Data Protection Authority on non-delivery of subpoenas to Roma in Aspropyrgos. [pr.nos.: 2607/7-10-2002 (SC), 19120/2-10-2002 (O), 2092/2-10-2002 (DPA)]

4 November 2002: Letter to the Prosecutor of the Supreme Court, Evangelos Kroustalakis, on delays of court transcripts. [pr.no.: 2866/5-11-2002]

6 November 2002: Letter to Petros Verrios, chief of the Appeals Court of Athens prosecutor’s office: Urgent appeal for the existence of interpreters/translators in the “Kazakos’ trial” that is in process. (cc: Minister of Justice, SC Prosecutor) 

7 November 2002: Letter to Lamia Appeals Prosecutor, Dimitrios Yiamouzis on delays of court transcripts. [pr.no.: 698/7-11-2002]

24 December 2002: Letter to the Rhodes prosecutor’s office on the illegal extended detention of Ashcan Pangahie - represented by GHM – and other aliens in Rhodes. [pr.no.: 2351/30-12-2002]

26 December 2002: Letter to the Supreme Court Prosecutor, the head of the prosecutor’s office of Athens First Instance Court and the Rhodes prosecutor’s office on the illegal detention of aliens in Rhodes and other places the last three months. [pr.nos.: 105/13-1-2003 (SC), 2352/30-12-2002 (Rhodes p’s of.)]

30 December 2002: press release on: GHM denounces to public prosecutors, the Greek Ombudsman and the Minister of Public Order the unlawful detention and unlawful or irregular treatment of asylum seekers by the Hellenic police. [pr.nos.: 226/20-1-2003 (SC), 138/24-1-2003 (Rhodes’ p’s of.)]

30 December 2002: Press release on: “Black Christmas this year as well for the Gypsies in the prefecture of Ilia” (Makis Nodaros on the daily “Eleftherotypia”) since the state and even justice are indifferent to…” sent to the Supreme Court Prosecutor, the Athens and Pyrgos prosecutors’ offices. [pr.nos: 3450/31-12-2002 (SC), 1/2-1-2003 (Pyrgos’ p’s of.)]

5 v) Letters to other authorities

24 September 2002: Joint letter by the International Helsinki Federation (IHF) and GHM to Alvaro Gil-Robles (Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe) on the Amnesty International and IHF 2002 joint report on Greece, concerning impunity. (cc: Minister of FA, Minister of PO, Secretary General of the Ministry of Interior, Ombudsman)

6. Publications

· Panayote Dimitras and Nafsika Papanikolatos “Reflections on Minority Rights Politics for East Central European Countries” in Will Kymlicka and Magda Opalski (eds) Can Liberal Pluralism be Exported? (Oxford University Press, 2001)

· Panayote Dimitras “Le nationalisme des majorités et des minorités dans les Balkans” in Michel Seymour (ed) Etats-Nations, Multinations et Organisations Supranationales (Liber - Québec, 2002). 

· Greek translation of Roma/Gypsies: A European Minority by Jean-Pierre Liégeois and Nicolae Gheorghe (MRGI publication) with the addition of a supplement on the Roma of Greece prepared by MRG-G & GHM.
· “Minorities and Media in Greece” in Mercator Media Forum Vol. 6, 2000. 
7. Reports (They can all be found in the web site http://www.greekhelsinki.gr)

· Addendum to the Parallel Report on Greece’s compliance with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, January 2002.

· Comments on Greece’s Reply to the UN CRC List of Issues, January 2002.

· Preliminary Information on Greece’s Compliance with the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, submitted to the pre-session of the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), January 2002.

· Greece: Condition of Detention in 2001 (presented by IHF to a PACE special hearing), March 2002.

· Report prepared by GHM for Terre des Hommes on “The Greek Legislative Framework and the Abduction of Albanian ‘street children’ living in Greece” April 2002.
· Parallel Report on Greece’s Compliance with the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women prepared for the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) July 2002.
· Violence against Women in Greece. Report prepared by Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) and the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT) for UN CEDAW, July 2002.

· (contribution to) Amnesty International and International Helsinki Federation Report: “Greece: In the shadow of impunity: Ill-treatment and the misuse of firearms”, September 2002.

· Parallel Report on Greece’s Compliance with the UN Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, September 2002. 

· Religious Freedom in Greece, September 2002.

· Anti-Semitism in Greece: A Current Picture: 2001-2002, November 2002. 
· Addendum to the Parallel Report on Greece’s compliance with the UN Convention on Economic, Cultural and Social Rights, November 2002.

· Presentation of the Parallel Report on Greece and its Addendum to the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, December 2002.

8. Reports on Minorities and Minority Rights in the Balkans for the Center of Documentation and Information on Minorities in Southeast Europe (CEDIME- SE) (can be found in the web site  http://www.cedime.org/)

· Proceedings of Roundtable Discussion: “International Context: Standards and Processes for Minority Rights” (at the Regional Workshop on Recognition of Minorities in Southeast Europe, Athens, 30-31 March, 2001)
· Campaign to Promote the Ratification of the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities and the Recognition of Minorities in Greece (dissemination electronically and in print of material on the FCNM and the minorities in Greece to promote public awareness on the issue)

· Albanians of Macedonia April 2002.
· Catholics of Greece, September 2002.

· Christian Jehovah’s Witnesses of Greece, September 2002.
E-mail: office@greekhelsinki.gr
Internet Addresses: Balkan Human Rights Web Pages: http://www.greekhelsinki.gr
The Balkan Human Rights List:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/balkanhr
The Greek Human Rights List: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/greekhr
Center of Documentation and Information on Minorities in Europe – Southeast Europe: http://www.cedime.net
GHM Board: Panayote Dimitras, Orestis Georgiadis, Dimitrina Petrova, Alan Phillips, Gregory Vallianatos. 

International Advisory Committee: Savvas Agouridis, Teuta Arifi, Ivo Banac, Vladimir Bilandzic, Marcel Courthiade, Loring Danforth, Fernand de Varennes, Victor-Yves Ghebali, Henri Giordan, Krassimir Kanev, Will Kymlicka, Magda Opalski, Theodore S. Orlin, Dimitrina Petrova, Alan Phillips, Aaron Rhodes, Vladimir Solonari, Patrick Thornberry, Stefan Troebst, Boris Tsilevich, Tibor Varady, Marc Weller. 

Affiliation to International Organizations: Consortium of Minority Resources (COMIR), Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN), European Roma Rights Center (ERRC), International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX), International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), Minority Rights Group International (MRGI), One World Net, South East Europe Media Organisation (SEEMO), World Organization Against Torture (OMCT). 
33

