         Press statement

          The Belgian Presidency of the E.U. wants to hold Kosovarian prisoners longer in Serbian prisons maybe.

            BRUSSELS (15.11.01) - MEP Bart STAES (European Free Alliance) was indignant at the declaration of the Belgian Presidency of the E.U. concerning the Common Document of UNMIK and the FRY, signed in Belgrade on November the 5th. This agreement changes the former settlement (12.09.01) between the same partners concerning the transfer of all Albanian prisoners from Serbia into Kosova in order to get them under UNMIK jurisdiction. After that the trials should be done over again and maybe revised. The criminals should be put in the remaked Dubrava prison in Kosova.

            To the oral question of MEP Staes in the planery session of the E.P. on November the 13th   the European Commission answered that under the agreement of 05.11.01 "Albanian Kosovarians who are detained in prisons of Serbia for supposed crimes will be transfered to Kosova as soon as possible after the revision of their cases in accordance with the international standards…" It means that almost 200 Kosovarian prisoners, two and half years after the war, will stay still for a long time under Serbian detention during the trials, most of them as innocent people.

            So it seems incredible to MEP Bart Staes that the Belgian Presidency of the E.U. declares officially that the E.U. "feels also well with the signing of the document on November the 5th ". So MEP Staes asks himself why powerless prisoners are left even by the Belgian Presidency and why the E.U. does'nt exert more pressure on the Serbian authorities.  

